ceremony took place on December 12, 1978 and the scheme was officially opened by a former councillor of long-standing,
Mr Bob.
Donaldson. In a brief speech, the Deputy Mayor, Dr I. H. Fletcher
- in the unavoidable absence of the Mayor, Mr A. D. Wilson -

congratulated the Engineer, Mr Chapman on the design of the
pump-house building.

Schools

j

1

I

T is indeed fortunate for the town of Waitara and surrounding
districts that full educational facilities are now available at
primary, secondary and intermediate levels.
There are five schools: 1 Waitara Central
2 Waitara East
3 Waitara High School
4 Manukorihi Intermediate School
5 Convent School
6 Kindergartens

1 Waitara Central
The earliest register gives the date of admission of the first pupil
as 1875.
From Education Board records, there was a school at Waitara
West as early as 1872, while in 1873 there was an application for the
establishment of a school on the east bank of the river. Until 1890
Waitara West and Waitara East continued as separate schools.
They were then amalgamated. Waitara East building was removed
and Waitara West became the Waitara Primary School. In 1954
when Forms 1 & 2 pupils were attached as an Intermediate Department to Waitara High School, the primary school on the west side
of the town was renamed Waitara Central. It caters for pupils from
Primers to Standard 4 and has a roll of 530 with a staff of 19. The
Headmaster is Mr Wilson.
Dental Clinic
The first was opened in 1932 and was replaced in 1943 by the
present building.

2 Waitara East

PREPARING TO LAY THE SEWERAGE OUTFALL PIPE 23rd March, 1978

In 1953 it was necessary owing to an increase in numbers, to
transfer primer children who were living on the east side of the river
to new classrooms that had been erected there. The following year
the new building was officially opened as a separate Waitara East
School, catering for primary pupils living in that part of the
Borough. There is now a Dental Clinic attached. The roll is 350
with a staff of 15. The Headmaster is Mr Swanson.
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3 Waitara High School
By the mid 1940s the number of secondary s~hool pupils in the
district increased rapidly. They travelled by tram and bus to New
Plymouth. The School Committee and Parents' Association ?~ ~he
Primary School approached the then Prime .Mi~iste~, when visitmg
Waitara to agree to the establishment of a District High School.
In 1946 work began on the building for the Se~ondary Depar.tment of the school. The site chosen was in Pnncess Street m
Waitara East. The first secondary pupils were enrolled in February
1947 and the Department was officially opened in 1948 by Hon. T.
McCombs, Minister of Education.
The original building consisted of five classrooms, laboratory,
general purpose room, which temporarily ser,ved a~ an art room
and library, and a staffroorn and Headmaster s Office. The opening roll comprised 121 third, fourth and fifth formers. There was a
staff of seven, including the Headmaster, Mr E. W. P. Massey who
also had responsibility for the Primary Department of the school at
the opposite end of the town.
As the roll of the Primary Department continued to increase
rapidly, it became necessary to transfer in stages, more and m~re. of
the Forms 1 & 2 pupils to the Secondary Dep~rtment bUlldm.g
. which, by this time had been enlarged by the erec~lOn of three.ad~ltional classrooms and a library. With the translation of the District
High School to full secondary school status in 1954, these Form ~ &
2 pupils became an Intermediate Department attached to the High
School. The secondary roll was now 292 and the intermediate
department roll was 121.
The motto that was chosen for the Waitara High School w.as
'Ulterius Tende' ('Strive On') and the achievements of some of Its
past pupils justify the choice.
The passing years have seen many additions to the High School
buildings. There are now 28 classrooms, a staff of 40 an? a roll of
661. An Assembly Hall, named Massey Hall after the first Headmaster, a spacious, modern gymnasium erected durin? .the tenure
of the second Headmaster, Mr J. F. Sharkey, and additions t~ ~he
library, were all added with the help of considerable fund-raising
by pupils, parents and the community generally.
The present Principal of the School is Mr R. Kivell.
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4 Manukorihi Intermediate School
The opening of this school, the most recent of the five schools
in Waitara, meant that the Intermediate Department, formerly attached to the High School, was established as a separate entity.
The School opened on February 4th 1974, under Mr Fryer, the
first Principal, and draws its pupils from town and country, between Mimi and 'Lepperton.
The name Manukorihi, may be translated as 'the call or twittering of the birds' and refers to the legend that the people of this part
were alerted to the approach of enemies at night by the noise of the
birds in the trees on the cliffs by the school gates.
The School Crest, executed by Mr Fathers, depicts a Wading
Bird, copied from a Maori cave drawing. The Pare' over the entrance to the administration block was designed and carved by Mr
John Ford, in consultation with Mr J. Nicholas, a Trustee of the
Manukorihi Pa. The carved figures represent Sir Apirana Ngata,
Sir James Carroll, Sir Peter Buck and Lady Pomare. At the south
end, Turi, Captain of the Aotea Canoe is shown, while at the north
end Tama Ariki, Captain of the Tokomaru Canoe is depicted. Te
Whiti 0 Rongornai, prophet of Parihaka, stands next to Lady
Pomare.
The formal opening took place on February 5th 1974 but
before this could be held, a Tapu-raising ceremony had to b~ performed. This was conducted by Mr M. R. Wharepouri, an Elder of
the Taranaki Tribe and the Parihaka Pa.
. In a brief address to the 200 Form I pupils, Mr Fryer said a very
Important day had come to the school. This was the first Tapu~aising ceremony ever held at a Taranaki school. The official openmg took place on May 5th 1974. Mr Mercer, retired General
Manager of the Education Board, was the Chief Speaker. There
were six Speakers introduced by Mr Raper, Chairman of the School
Committee.
An important part of the ceremony was the dedication of the
Pare. ~he story and meaning of the Pare were outlined by Mr Ford,
who said that the Pare was mounted to emphasise the importance
of the history of Maori culture to both Maori and Pakeha pupils.
Mr Wharepouri then performed the dedication and lifting of the
Tapu on the administration building.
The present school roll is 327, there are II classrooms, plus 1
Music room, 1 Art room, 2 Manual rooms and the Assembly Hall.
The Principal is Mr Tonks.
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5 Convent School

The first Convent School, named St. Josephs, was opened in
1912. It was situated facing Browne Street and there were 30-40
pupils in two classrooms. In 1925, a third classroom was added and
the roll increased.to 160. In 1951 a new school was built at a cost of
fifteen thousand pounds and was situated near the site of the
Church. It was opened by Bishop O:,Neill, before a crowd of 2500.
People were asked to donate desks to the school. The donors'
names were inscribed on them.
In 1944 a Boarding Establishment was set up for Maori children
and was housed in an old building facing Browne Street. This
served for some years and in 1946 had 22 boarders. Owing to the
deteriorating state of the building, it was closed in 1961 and the
boarders were transferred to Opunake.
The present roll of the school is 162 with a staff of 6.

6 Kindergartens

There are two kindergartens in Waitara. The first was opened in
1959 when the Free Kindergarten Association amalgamated with
New Plymouth. It is situated in Browne Street. The first Head
Teacher was Miss Nancy Robertson. When a second school was required, the West Kindergarten was established near Marine Park,
at the corner of Broadway and Wood Street in 1974 with Miss
Denise Tuck as Head Teacher.

The Library
HE first library was housed in the Borough Council bulding ..
In 1904 a library committee was formed, and the first
librarian, Miss Telfar was appointed at a salary of thirty-five
pounds per annum.
Records are scanty but it was noted that in 1927 vandals
caused some damage to the interior, and ate fish and chips on
the premises.
"Silence" notices were placed on the walls as too much
conversation was taking place.
The Country Library service, in 1947 greatly increased the
scope of those interested in reading. Also twelve books per
month were added to stock.
As alterations to the old Council building were much
needed, plans and specifications for these were submitted to
the Council in 1964. The library was to be demolished at a cost
of sixty-three pounds. It was then housed in the Courthouse
until this too was demolished and the library established in
the new Civic Centre in 1964.

T
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Catholic Church

T

HE Waitara area was part of the New Plymouth Parish until
1950. It was then formed into a separate parish with its own
resident parish priest.
The most likely contact that any Maoris of north Taranaki had
with a priest on their own home ground was Father John Anthony
'Seon in 1841, based in Matamata. About August 1859, Father Pertuis walked o~erland to the Waitara River. He went again in 1860,
and when saymg Mass, he heard the guns of the British Artillery
shelling Te Kohia (the top of Big Jim's Hill). This is the first clear
statement of Holy Mass being offered in the Waitara District.
Father Rolland was appointed to New Plymouth in 1865. He
tried to minister to the few scattered settlers and detachments of
soldiers at Bell Block, Sentry Hill, Waitara and White Cliffs. He
became an accomplished horseman as a result of his journeyings.
By 1869, there was a semblance of peace in Taranaki and Father
Rolland could organise his parish. He was followed by other
priests, stationed mostly at New Plymouth and Hawera.
To establish a church and school, land was bought by Dean
McKenna, during the years 1907-1910.
190~ - The first building to be erected was a church - St.
Patrick's. It faced onto Memorial Place, and was designed to accommodate 120 persons.
.
The next building to be erected was the Convent School, opened
in 1912 with 10-40 pupils and named St. Joseph's. After that the
Convent was established in 1915. In 1944 a boarding school in
Browne Street was opened for Maori children. It closed in 1961.
1948 saw the opening of the Maori Mission Station on three
acres of land at the corner of Princess Street and Bayly Road.
Formation of Parish
The Parish of St. Patrick was formed in 1950 by Bishop
McKeefry with Father Brooks as first resident priest. When the new
church was built and blessed, Father Brooks obtained permission
to dedicate it to St. Joseph and the name of the parish was changed
also.
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In 1959 the new church was blessed and opened by Bishop
McKeefry. It dominates th~ approach to the town from the w~st.
The design is unusual and was promoted by Fath.er Brooks, being
similar to one he had seen in U.S.A. The architect was Mr. E.
Roberts of Hawera.
The old church was demolished

.
and sold, along with the sec-

tion, for $1858.00 in 1964.
..
The Catholic Women's League was forI?ed in the pansh.

In 1.952 the old School was converted into a hall and was used
regularly for Saturday night dances until the building and land were
sold in 1975.
Presbytery
An old house was bought at 11 Nelson Street in 195~ for use as a
presbytery. It cost approximately two thousand five hundred
pounds.
Father Garty was appointed in 1977.

Methodist Church
1875
The present church site in Hutchens Street was purchased for
twelve pounds. A small church 30 ft. by 18 ft. was moved from Belt
Road, New Plymouth, to this site and enlarged at a total cost of
one hundred and fifty pounds.
1882
A transept was added to the church, more than doubling its size
and costing two hundred and seventy-five pounds.
1903
It was decided to build a new church. The lowes_! tender was for
four hundred and forty-seven pounds and was finally accepted.
The new church was opened in 1904.
1907
This was an important year as the ~ircu.it was divided fr<;lm I~glewood. The new ci~cuit included Waitara, Lepperton, Huirangi,
Tikorangi and UrenUl.
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Youth Work
The first recorded minutes of the Wesleyan Sunday School are
dated February 24th 1896.
Parsonages
1 Princess Street
2 Corner of Mouatt and Gold Streets
3 Corner of Mouatt and High Street East
,The latter was planned during the Ministry of Reverend
Osborne and completed when Reverend Ken Russell was circuit
Minister. The section was purchased for seven hundred pounds.

Knox Presbyterian Church
OR some years before 1910, the Presbyterians, Methodists
and Anglicans worshipped together. In that year Mr. William
F
Irvine was appointed Home Missioner, with 100 people in his care,
the services being held in the Foresters' hall. Mr Irvine and his successors served for only short periods. So hard was the struggle to
survive that the Management Committee seriously considered
whether the church could continue.
The turning point came in April, 1913, when Mr. Dunlop was
appointed Home Missioner. The church attendances increased, and
a building scheme was organised. A concrete building, capable of
accommodating 180 persons, was opened in 1914 at a cost of five
hundred and seventy-six pounds. Mr. Dunlop used a borrowed
bicycle for his visiting.
In 1924 Mr. Sam Topless gave land for the site of the present
church at Urenui.
1926 - Was the year when the church was raised to a fully sanetional charge, but owing to financial difficulties, reverted to Home
Mission status in 1928. Not until 195;4 was the parish raised to full
status.
The Fiftieth Jubilee was celebrated in 1965.
Church Halls
A small hall was built in 1932. Plans for a new hall were made
after the appointment of Mr. L. More in 1951. He, with members
of his flock, went to the bush at Pehu and helped to bring out logs
that were later used as timber for the hall. This was indeed practical
Christianity. Local colour was added to a managers' meeting when
these noble workers came straight in from their labours liberally
be-spattered with blue papa. They had not had time to remove the
evidence of their toil.
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The first Manse:- A property was purchased in 1919 for eight
hundred and seven pounds to serve as a manse. Sad to record it was
never free of debt owing to the cost of enlargements in 1921 and
again in 1954. A section for a new manse was bought in 1959 for
four hundred and seventy five pounds and the old manse was sold.
The new manse was dedicated by the Moderator of the Presbytery
in 1960.
The present minister i.e. Rev. B. Weston was appointed in 1975.

St. John's Anglican Church
HE first vicar of Waitara was the Rev. Phillip Walsh. He was
appointed by Archdeacon Govett in 1867, although he had held
T
services in the township and country districts since 1864.
The first St. John's was built on land given by Mr. Walsh, and
it is almost certain that he designed and supervised the erection of
the building. The piles of the church, many of which were sawn by
Mr. Walsh himself, came from the farm of Mr. V.G. Tate of
Waitara Road. The majority of them were puriri.
The church was dedicated in 1879 and consecrated in 1894 by
Bishop Cowie. The vestry reported in 1880 that they had been
unable to line the building, fence the site or purchase an organ or a
bell.
The Rev. Walsh found his work an uphill struggle but his zeal
and friendliness, combined with his Irishman's sense of humour,
left behind the memory of one who was a devoted pastor.
With the continual influx of new settlers to the surrounding
areas, new churches were built.
These were: St. Paul's Urenui, 1882; St. Luke's Tikorangi,
1901; St. Mark's Lepperton, 1901; All Saints Uruti, 1927; St.
Stephen's Motunui, 1927; St. Saviour's Waitara (Maori Mission),
1927.
Parish status was granted to St. John's in 1956. The vicar was
Rev. Rex Clark.
When the vestry felt that repairs and enlargement of the old
church would be uneconomic, it was decided that a new church
should be built. The laying of the foundation stone by Bishop
Holland took place in 1959. The basic plan was drawn by Rev.
Middlebrook. The cost of the new church was eleven thousand
pounds. It was dedicated in 1960 and in 1969 it was consecrated by
Bishop Holland.
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Vicarages
There have been three vicarages.
The first, a ten roomed residence in Princess Street was bought
in 1882.
The second, built in 1908, was sited on the corner of Grey and
McLean Streets. It was demolished in 1952, following a builder's
adverse report on its condition and the section was leased to the
Taranaki Farmers' Co-op for enlargement of their premises.
The Vestry rented a house in Centennial Avenue for the Vicar
Rev. Clark and family.
'
!he third vicarage, in Grey Street, was built in 1953 and was
de~Igned by Mr. Howard Adams, Vestryman and Engineer to the
Clifton County Council. It is constructed of concrete blocks, made
mostly by that stalwart of the church, Mr. Frank Blattler. The
brick work was carried out by Mr. Jarvis Senr., and the construction supervised, without fee, by Mr. W.C. Williams. It was
dedicated in 1954 by the Rt. Rev. John Holland.
Parish

ueu

This was built in 1895 and is still in excellent condition. It was
upgraded and repaired in 1951. A committee room and office with
storage and toilet facilities were added.

Sundey School
,"!,he first S~nday Sc~ool was held in 1877 and opened with 15
p~pIls, and nas contmued successfully ever since, with a
kmdergarten now added.
. There are a nl!mber of organisations within the church. These
. m~lude the LadIes'. Guild, the A.A.W. Organisation, Young
WIves, Sanc~uary GUIld, an? the Prayer and Discussion Group.
St. John s Indoor Bowling Club was formed in 1956, and has
grown and prospered greatly.
Centennial celebrations were held on 21st and 22nd March
1976, and were most successful. A dance was organised on Saturday and two s.ervices and a dinner on Sunday, in the Memorial
Hall. The services were conducted by Archdeacon Butt Vicar of
St. Mary's New Plymouth.
'
The present Vicar of St. John's is Rev. Mark Wendelborn, who
was appointed III 1974.
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Salvation Army
URING the latter part of last century, the progress of the
Salvation Army was no less difficult than that of the other
churches.
.
.
The first record, using a military phrase, is encouragmg, and IS
found in the local newspaper of 1884. We read that - "The Salv~tion Army made its first 'attack' on Waitara in Ju~e 1884 an~,m
three short months had made considerable headway In the town '.
Later in the year was a further good report - "The Salvation
Army members have evidently made themselves heard and co~siderably appreciated in Waitara, if th~ s~ccess~ul result of t~eIr
late demonstration may be taken as a criteria. ThIS was a gathering
which took the form of a tea and 'Glorious Praise' meeting. While
the hall was being prepared for the prayer meeting, the Army band,
playing popular hymns, made a torchlight procession up and down
McLean Street."
Alas; This promising start could not be maintained and the
Salvation Army did not carryon until 1891, when the church hall
was opened. After that a series of openings and closings followed,
until 1923 when the Corps was re-established. A flat behind the hall
served as the first quarters.
The first detailed records were made in 1933, and show that
steady and continuous progress was made.
In 1955 the Bell Block outpost was formed.
New quarters were purchased at 17 Grey Street, in 1_973. T~e
old quarters were converted into a Youth Hall, by a workmg bee m
1975.

Banks

D

The Golden Jubilee dinner was held in 1973, and the sixty- eighth
anniversary celebrations in 1978.
This span covered the total number of years the Army had been
functioning in Waitara.
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Bank of New Zealand, Waitara

I

N September '1876, the Taranaki Herald published the
following advertisementr-i,"Bank of New Zealand,"
An agency of this bank will be opened at Raleigh this day,
(Wednesday) the 13th inst. under the charge of Mr. R.J. Matthews,
Bank of New Zealand.
T. K. Manager. "
The manager Thomas' King, was the father of Sir Truby King.
The following news item appeared on the same day.
"That the business in the township of Raleigh should render it
necessary for the Bank of New Zealand to establish an agency
there, is the best evidence we can have of the prosperity of the place
and the steady progress being made in the settlement of the country. The agency will be openedtoday at the temporary office in
McLean Street (the premises later in the occupation of Mr. J.
Drynan), and will be under the management of Mr. R.J. Matthews,
a gentleman who has for some time been in the New Plymouth
branch and whom we heartily congratulate on his promotion. We
learn that the Bank has secured land in the central situation and intends erecting a building which, we feel sure, will be both an ornament to the town and worthy of this flourishing institution."
This "central situation" referred to was in Raleigh Street West.
The name of Raleigh was changed to Waitara in 1882. The building
that occupied the site was completed in 1878. It was of wood and
cost six hundred and seventy-five pounds.
The BNZ archives show that the manager was later reimbursed
with the sum of twenty pounds for the cost of building stables for
his horse. Later additions to the stable in 1881 cost the amazing
sum of six pounds seven shillings and eight pence.
It is interesting to compare prices with those of today. The 1884
additions and complete re-paint of the premises cost ninety-four
pounds, while the new 1907 premises cost two thousand five hundred and thirty-five pounds to build. These fine old premises gave
way to a modern building in 1965.
In 1880, Mr. Matthews was directed to conduct the agency at
Inglewood, from Waitara. He made visits twice a week on
Tuesdays and Fridays, covering a distance of fourteen miles on
horseback. The Waitara Office was closed on these days as it was a
one man bank. Mr. Matthews wrote:- "During the winter months, the cold wind and rain and very bad road made travelling far
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from pleasant, but it was different in summer, save when bush fires
burning on most farms and roadsides made the journey hazardous."
Twleve months later, in 1881, the agency was closed, but in
1889 re-opened and visits were made on horseback as before, until
1895 when the agency at Inglewood was re-opened.
The new bank at Waitara was finished in 1907 and remained for'
57 years until it was demolished in 1964. The old building pre 1907,
is still standing in Parris Street and is used as a residence.
The Bank of New Zealand at Waitara had agencies at Urenui
and Uruti, Awakino and Mokau. The latter was opened in 1951
and closed in 1959. The Urenui agency was.opened in 1909, closed
in 1917 and re-opened in 1919. New premises were built in 1957.
The old building was 12 ft. by 20 ft. and cost fifty- three pounds fifteen shillings. It is still in use, having been donated by the Bank of
New Zealand for use as a beach amenities house.

National Bank of New Zealand
HE first branch of the National Bank was opened in 1946. It
adjoined the present bank in Queen Street which was opened in
1959.
'
This solid building survived the flood of 1965, and served
Waitara for nearly twenty years. With increasing business, it was
found that larger premises were necessary.
It was decided that the front of the building would be retained
whilst the rear could be altered and enlarged and a second storey
added.
The present manager is Mr. Pollock with a staff of 9.

T

The Commercial Bank of
Australia

T

HE Waitara branch of the C.B.A. commenced operations on
6th March, 1952.
The first manager was Mr. J.B. MacPherson.
The bank opened in what had been a bootmaker's premises in
Queen Street. Some time later the bank was moved across the street
to the former National Bank premises, when that bank moved to a
new building.
The flood of '65 is recalled by former staff members, when the
bank had 16-17 inches throughout. When the flood receded, several
days were spent washing out the silt left behind.
During the flood, water also reached the Manager's residence
which was located on higher ground.
'
Although the water did not quite reach the floor, the Manager,
Mr. Down, and family, along with other riverside residents
vacated their homes, spending the night with friends. Although the
flood caused much damage, much goodwill was created among the
volunteers and this has been maintained.
The branch was closed on 23.11.77 due to lack of growth at
Waitara. The manager was Mr. Herbert Hole.
All the staff contacted, who had worked at the Waitara Branch
mentioned that their days in Waitara were some of the happiest in
their careers.

Bank of New South Wales
HE Waitara branch of the Bank of New South Wales was
opened on November 2nd, 1959, in Mc~ean Street., T~e
manager was Mr. Harding. It later moved to It~ present site III
Queen Street. The manager is Mr. N. Muschamp With a staff of 7.

T

A.N.Z. Bank
HE Bank of Australasia opened an ~gency in McLean, Street
next to the Masonic Hotel. When this bank merged With the
Union Bank of Australia, to become the A.N.Z. Bank, th.e agency
was moved to a site opposite Newton King's. It was closed III 1967.

T

Taranaki Savings Bank

T

HE Waitara ~ranch was opened in 1946, as part of the New
Plymouth Savings Bank. The manager was Mr. W. A. Dickson.
It was situated in Queen Street and remained there until it was
moved to new premises nearby in 1958.
The amount of business transacted since its establishment indicates that Waitara clients have appreciated the convenience afforded them.
The number of depositors in 1978 was 7114 and the Balance
Sheet stands at $3,236,612.00.
The present Manager is Mr. Jackson, who was appointed in
1968, and there is a staff of 5.
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Sports Clubs
HE town of Waitara is unusually well catered for by sports
clubs. The major, and among the most popular clubs are
the two golf clubs - Manukorihi and Waitara and other wellsupported clubs are Cricket, Rugby, Tennis, Bowling, Rowing
and Boxing.
For the sporting visitors there are clubs to suit all tastes,
and with the facilities available for swimming Waitara has
been described as the ideal location for a family holiday.

T

Golf
MANUKORIHI
Waitara golfers are indeed fortunate in having two 18 hole
courses - Manukorihi and Waitara - within easy access of the
town.
The present Manukorihi Golf Club is now situated on its
fourth site, 2 Yz miles from the Waitara Post Office. The name
"Manukorihi" was adopted when the first club was formed,
in 1904, and access to the course was along a road at the foot
of the Manukorihi hill. This course was laid out on the recreation grounds on the East of the Waitara River, but as this area
was not sufficient for nine holes, the club obtained playing
rights over two neighbouring properties - those of Mr. T. J 011
and Wood's Estate. The membership was small and by 1920
had only increased to 20.
Mr. E.A. George, one of the early members, recollects that
the club house was enlarged by the addition of a building
from the Tennis Club when it was moved from Leslie Street to
the Camp Reserve. The building was taken down in sections
and floated up the river to the site of the golf course.
Erosion of the reserve made it necessary for the Golf Club
to seek another property. Playing rights over 45 acres were
granted by Mr. C. Barnitt, whose farm was situated at the end
of Richmond Street. The club house was moved to the new
course.
When the club membership increased to 55, it was decided
to lease a larger property. In 1936, Mr. A.H. Foreman agreed to
lease 75 acres to the club. This was situated off Faull Road, approximately 5 miles from Waitara.
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A 12 hole course -was planned by Mr. James Watt, but it was
later reduced to 9 holes. The club house and equipment were
transferred from Richmond Street. The club remained on this site
until 1969.
In 1968, a fire destroyed the club house. At a meeting held
next day, the committee decided to replace the building for
the opening of the playing season. Due to the co-operation
and enthusiasm of club members, this was accomplished in
eleven days. It surely must be a record in the history of golfing circles.
The club at Faull Road closed in 1969 as a larger area was
needed to accommodate the increase in membership.
Mr. -Wills' property of 62 acres on Ngatimaru Road 2 miles
from Waitara was purchased, then 20 acres from the Ministry
of Transport and 10 acres from the Hicks family, making a
total of 92 acres. The 18 hole course stretches over 82 acres,
and the additional land has been set .aside for future development.
To purchase the property, members and well-wishers contributed $17,000 worth of debenture money and a bank mortgage of $16,000was obtained.
The club house, which was moved from the previous site,
has already been enlarged by the addition of an extension to
the lounge.
The course has been well planted and over 2000 trees provide
shelter and add beauty to the lay-out. In these pleasant surroundings and with excellent facilities at the club house, the Manukorihi
Golf Club continues to maintain its reputation for sociability and
friendliness for which it has been renowned during the 74 years of
its existence.
The present membership stands at 250.
President: Bill Watson.
Secretary: Dave Anderson.
Treasurer: Graeme Old.

The Dour Scot
Just prior to World War I, there came a new member to the
golf club, from Scotland. Of course, he brought his golf kit
(pronounced "goff"), which consisted of a battered canvas
bag and three hickory-shafted clubs. \
.
.
This new member was none other. than the redoubtable Bill
Hogg, of stock-buying fame.
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It soon became apparent that in spite of his scanty equipment, Bill was a "goffer" of no mean skill and a player to be
reckoned with. Sure enough, he played his way up to the
Seniors and in due course, won the Club Championship.
On the great day, as he lumbered up to the club house - all
eighteen stone of him - and dropped his tattered bag at thedoor, a curious and possibly jealous player remarked, "Hullo
Bill, what's this I hear about you? Have you really won the
Championship?' ,
Bill: "Aye."
Curious one: "How did you manage that with only three
clubs? "
Bill: (Sourly.) "Three cloobs an' rna bluidy breens."
WAITARA GOLF CLUB
In 1951, this club was formed, with a membership of 50,
and a 9 hole course was planned.
The land is Waitara Harbour trust, and in addition the club
owns the freehold of about three acres in the borough, giving
a total area of about 75 acres to be developed.
A two-storey club house was built in 1974. The contractor
was greatly assisted by the voluntary labour given by some
club members. The club is now a full 18 holes with a membership of 286.
The 1978 president is Mr. W.O. Bird.

Cricket
HE Waitara Cricket Club is an old established one, as the first
recorded match was played between Waitara and Pukearuhe in
1884. The club's home ground was then the Camp Reserve or
Pukekohe Domain.
In 1959, the club moved to the Manukorihi Reserve, where land
was acquired under a Harbour Board Lease. It is only the second
club in New Zealand to own its own ground. No other sport is
played on it, so that when the season opens, all that is required is
the preparation of the wickets.
The Council assisted with the laying out and fencing of the
land, but until a pavilion was built, the tractor shed served as a
makeshift. The club was indeed fortunate in receiving a generous
bequest of five hundred pounds from the estate of Ian Barnitt, a
former member of the club. This sum went towards the building of
a 2 storey pavilion appropriately named the "Ian Barnitt
Pavilion". It was opened during the 1963-1964 season. The club
fields 2 teams.
The 1979 President is Mr D. R. Yardley and the Secretary is Mr
P.Oorringe.
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Clifton Rugby Football Club
HIS has been one of the strongest rugby clubs in Taranaki, and
can
trace its origin back to 1880, when it was named the
"Waitara Football Club". In 1889, the Tikorangi Club joined with
Waitara and from that date the club was known as the "Clifton
Rugby Football Club".
In 1896, the club was almost disbanded, but after struggling on
for some years, gradually regained strength, until in 1911 became
runner-up in the Taranaki Finals.
A well-known Taranakian, "Bunny Abbott", played for the
famous "Invincibles" the 1905All Blacks.
Clifton players to wear All Black jerseys included: D. Watson
1896
W. Wells
1897
R. Taylor
1913
M. Cain
1913-1914
C. Kingstone
1921
P. Hickey
1922
P. Ward
1928
A. Collins
1934

T

MAORI ALL BLACKS
J. Bailey
R. Watson
P. Matere
During the years 1890, '91, and 1923, the club won the Taranaki
Senior Championship. It was not until the 1970s that the club again
won the Senior Championship, but this was achieved in 1972, '73,
'74 and '76.

Bowling
HE followers of this popular sport, both indoor and outdoor,
are well cateredfor in Waitara, there being 7 clubs in all.
The Waitara Club was first formed in 1907, with Mr A. W.
Ogle as President and Mr Wyllie as Secretary.
An Indoor Club for: members was formed in 1957, but is now
open to bowlers outside tre club.
The President is Mr Neil Lynch and Secretary, Jill Limmer.
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The Women's Bowling Club, formed in 1938 has produced
some excellent bowlers. In 1951, Mrs G. E. Rowe was Taranaki
Champion Of Champions.
The present membership is 49.
The President is Mrs Chittenden.
The Secretary is Mrs Sissons,
St. John's Church has its own Indoor Bowling Club as also
has Knox Presbyterian Church having 34 members.
The Raleigh Clifton Park Club was formed in 1938. The first
President was Mr E. Young and the Secretary was Mr F. Chapman.
The original pavilion was built by voluntary labour, and in 1976
this was enlarged by the addition of a lounge.
There are now two greens - one grass and one cotula, and
these cater for 100 members. The cotula green was laid in 1969.
The President is Chris Sturmey.
The Secretary is Pat Harland.
The Treasurer is John Soffe.
The Raleigh Clifton Park Women's Club was formed in the
1977-1978 season. There are 25 members who use the pavilion and
greens.
The President is Mrs Bishell.

Squash

T

HIS club was formed in 1968 and has proved to be one of
Waitara's
most popular sports clubs.
The two courts and pavilion are located in Browne Street, adjacent to the Bowling Club.
There are 209 senior members and 21 juniors.
The President is Mr Gordon.

Rowing

As

the river has always been such an important feature of
the countryside, rowing has always been a popular
sport.
In 1887, the Waitara Rowing Club was formed, then in 1888
two more clubs came into existence - the Clifton Rowing Club
and the Tikorangi Rowing Club.
All racing was carried out in whale boats until 1913,
Women's whaleboat crews had been known as early as 1884.
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Owing to many years of misfortune,
the Waitara
Club
disbanded and the regattas ceased until 1930. The Clifton Club
continued and since World War II has had many keen members.

N.Z. Champs C.R.C.
1938-39-40 and 1956

G. Topless O. Sampson F. Olsson T. McKeown
1938-39-40
1940
1938-39-40
1956
P. Montgomerie R. Laurent P. Lucas G. Fowler
B. Old
1956
1956
1956
.1938-39 1938-39-40

Coxswains 1938-39-40 M. Crow
19561. Hyde
R. Laurent and P. Lucas represented N.Z. at 1956 Melbourne
Olympics 4 oar.
M. Crow represented N.Z. 1948weight/ifting British Olympics.
N.Z. CHAMPIONS - CLIFTON ROWING CLUB
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Waitara Little Theatre Society
URING World War II there was little entertainment in
Waitara for soldiers on leave or members of the Air Force, staD
tioned at Bell Block. A meeting was called by the Headmaster of
the Central School, Owen Williams, to form a club at which
members of the forces could meet. This was duly organised and was
given the name of United Services Club. Meetings were held in the
R.S.A. Club, above Kibby's Service Station, and the first entertainment took the form of a play. Surely the record of patronage must
have daunted the most enthusiastic promoters! On the opening
night of the first production there were more performers than
members of the audience. However, the popularity of the club increased to such a degree that in 1945, the club's assets were handed
over to the R.S.A. debt free. The next year drama enthusiasts
formed the Waitara Little Theatre Society, and purchased the old
Foresters' Hall. The entertainment provided was very popular and
the plays became an established part of the cultural life of Waitara,
thanks to the enthusiasm of the members among whom special
mention must be made of the late Alan Salt who devised such excellent scenery and posters and stage lighting effects.
In 1953, the Society sold their building and donated the proceeds to the Memorial Hall fund. This deprived the society of adequate staging facilities and full productions had to be staged in the
Theatre Royal.
It is a matter for regret that the Little Theatre Society has terminated the lease of the club rooms in the War Memorial Hall.
THE LIGHTER SIDE - Such Goings On ...
The production by the Waitara Little Theatre Society of the
Comedy "See How They Run", was such an overwhelming success that requests came from many nearby towns and
villages to put the show on the road. When the time came for
the performance at Mokau, the players decided that to save
time they would travel dressed ready to go on stage. The heat
of December was such that one of the party thought that a
bottle of Lager would be appreciated on the journey. At the
top of the Mount Messenger Road, it was decided to 'broach
cargo' and the bottles of refreshment were distributed. There
and then, the five male actors, dressed as clergy, with five
'tarty' girls proceeded to down the Lager from the bottles amidst much hilarity. During this amazing scene, some cars
en route to New Plymouth were witnesses to the orgy. The
shocking behaviour was immediately reported to one of the
leading churchmen in New Plymouth. He failed to find any ordained clergy guilty of such reprehensible behaviour.
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Girl Guides, Brownies,
Scouts & Cubs
Girl Guides
The first company was formed in 1934, under the leadership of
Mrs R. St. George. A second company was formed in 1967 with
Mrs Chis nail as Leader. These two companies continued their activities until 1975, when, owing to lack of leadership the two were
combined into one group. For most members, the highlight of the
year is the camping in which most girls are eager to share.
In 1978, Mrs Lacy retired after 17 years of service first as a
guider and then at Commissioner level.

Brownies

Women's Institutes
1 Waitara
This was formed in 1933. The first President was Mrs W. Trim,
the Secretary Mrs Moana Chapman. Membership 20.
The 1979 President is Mrs I. Rolfe, Secretary Mrs E. V. Bannan
and Treasurer Mrs Parkes. There is a membership of 28.

2 Clifton
Formed in 1976, with a membership of 25. The first President
was Mrs Raewyn Eustace and the Secretary, Mrs Swete.
The membership for 1979 is 62 and the President is Mrs Swete
with Mrs Webb as Secretary.

This section was formed in 1935 with a membership of 21. It
caters for children from 7-11 years.

Ranger Guides
Members of this section are from the age of 14-18 years.

Scouts
The first scout organisation was formed in 1941 with Mr R. W.
McKenzie as Master. After twice going into recess it was revived in
1931 with a membership of 43 and has carried on successfully ever
since. The present Master is Mr George Robinson.

Clubs
The first pack was organised in 1933, with Mr and Mrs P. Appleby as Cub Masters. After 20 years of service, Mr Appleby was
presented with a Certificate of Service and a Gold Medal of Merit.

Women's Division F.F.
OLLOWING a meeting convened by Mrs McCaul of Brixton, in

1954, the branch was formed.
F The
first President was Mrs Goodwin with the Secretary being
Mrs Bullot and Treasurer, Mrs Gill.
Amongst the first welfare activities was the organising of
"Honouring Age" gatherings. Other worthy causes supported later
were the I.H.C. Committee's fund-raising and the Leptospirosis
Research Fund.
The present Office holders are: President: Mrs B. Crowe.
Secretary: Mrs Nickson.
Treasurer: Mrs H. Stimpson.
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Waitara Town and Country Club
HE need for a social club in Waitara had been apparent to
many residents of the town and surrounding districts for some
time.
In 1953, through the enthusiasm and foresight of Mr. Geo. Ninness, a committee was formed to promote such a club. The upper
floor of a disused shop in West Quay was leased and fitted out and
the club was opened in 1953, with a membership of 25. Mr. Ninness
was first President and Mr. Alec Hunter was first Secretary ..
The membership increased rapidly and it was obvious that
larger premises were required. In 1961, a bequest of three thousand
pounds was made to the club from the estate of a former member,
Mr. Ian Barnitt, with the proviso that another building be purchased or constructed within three years. In 1963, the section next
to the theatre was purchased and a small building of 2000 sq. feet
floor space, was erected. Membership increased further,
necessitating that the building be doubled in size. The next move
was an application for a charter, which was granted.
.
In 1973, an extension, costing $60,000 was made, and in 1976,
the club purchased the Theatre Royal. This is at present used as a
goods storage building.
The President for 1979 is Mr. Ian Johns.
The Secretary is Mr. McCalluJil.
The membership is 745 and the Annual Subscription is $10.

T
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Waitara Districts, Services and
Citizens' Club (Inc.)

T

HIS chartered club opened in 1956. Some members of the RSA
Club formed the nucleus, with others who saw the need for such
an organisation. Due to the continuing decrease in membership,
with the passing years, it was acknowledged that the RSA Club
could not carryon indefinitely.
It was decided to form a club catering for a wide variety of interests.
The first president was Harry Fairhurst and the first secretary
R.H. Thomson.
The entertainment provided includes:- bowling, billiards,
snooker, table tennis. Golfers take part in 'inter club' tournaments.
A monthly social and dance is always well attended and there is
a ~hristmas party for children. The 1979 President is Mutu Bailey,
with Ted Power as Secretary.
Membership stands at 750.

Lions' Club

T

HE club was formed in 1967 with Mr. G. Knapman as president
and Mr. B. Goldsmith as Secretary.
The outstanding contribution to the community has been the
beautification of West Quay.
Meetings are held in the Masonic Hotel, which may be a factor
in promoting the sociability for which the club is known.
There are 40 members.
The president for 1979 is Tony Rogers and the Secretary is Ron
Payne.

Rotary

T

HE Rotary Club of Waitara was chartered to Rotary Inter national (District 994) in 1957, when there were 22 charter members.

The first president was Ray Drake and the first vice- president
was Ted Massey.
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Of the original charter members, seven still remain as active
members of the club. They are:- lain Fletcher, Arthur Foreman,
Rue Payne, Jack Poletti, Ted Reynolds, Alf Westwood, Dick
Wilson. Two are now Honorary members: - Ted Massey and
Toby Whittaker.
In living up to the motto of Rotary, "Service above Self", the
club has taken part in Community Services, Vocational and Youth
Services and International Services.
Some of the very worthwhile projects undertaken were:Beautifying Pennington Park.
Formation of Raleigh St. Playground.
Erection of Pirate Ship, Marine Park.
Freeing mortgage on I.H.C. building with telephone appeal.
Assisting Combined Services Club project, also St. John Ambulance, Age Concern and Student exchange.
International assistance was given to:New Hebrides, Samoa, Singapore, Tonga, Raratonga, Fiji
The formation of Rotoract (unfortunately now in recess) and
Interact for the 5th, 6th, and 7th formers of the Waitara High
School.
There are now 45 members of the club.

Industries
1. The firm of Borthwicks C.W.S. must be regarded as one of the
most important industrial companies in North Taranaki. It has
been established for a greater number of years than any other existing firm and because it is essential to the economic survival of the
district a detailed account of its history and organisation has been
given.

2. Dairy Companies.
The land in North Taranaki is known to be some of the richest
in New Zealand and ideally suited to dairying. Consequently, the
establishment of a number of dairy factories was a natural progression in the development of 'the province. Such is the importance of
dairying and the amalgamation of factories that a history of the industry by the secretary of the Waitara- Taranaki-Co-operative
Dairy, Ltd., Mr. Stan Florence, is set out in detail.

3. Solasodine Extraction Industry.
This most recent addition to the list of industrial firms has great
economic potential, and because of its employment of local staff, it
will be an asset to the district. The scientific details were supplied
by Mr. Kloosterman, the Manager, and an account of the firm's
progress follows.

6. Engineering Firms.
There are three engineering firms, all situated in West Quay.
1. Waitara Engineering Co. The director is David Ross.
2. The firm of J. Chard, Engineer, was originally owned by
Eric Burnard.
3. General Engineering Co., which specialises in the servicing of
agricultulral machinery. Manager, Peter Manson.

7. Clothing Industry.
Swanndri Ltd. This factory opened as Mac's Clothing Factory
in 1944 with Mr. McKendrick as Manager. In 1973 the name was
changed to Swanndri Ltd. under the managership of Mr. Webb.
There is at present a staff of 90, Waitara employing 69 and the
Opunake branch, 21. This progressive firm has plans for an expansion programme in 1980.

8. Duncan & Davies.
The combined potential of rich soil and equable climate in the
Waitara District has long been recognised by growers in the
business of marketing trees and shrubs as well as berry fruit and
many vegetables.
As an experimental venture in open ground production of ornamental trees and shrubs, the well-known firm of Duncan &
Davies leased an area of 24 ha. from the Waitara Borough Council,
in 1965. Five years later, the firm acquired 100 ha. at Brixton. This
project has now become the head of the propagating department of
the firm in conjunction with the Westown N.P. office. It is also the
main container production centre, and is the site of the chief field
production area. The packing and despatch department sends
orders to all parts of the world. Another important section is the
maintenance of the mechanical and carpentering equipment.

4. Wool-Scouring Plant.

5. Fresha Fisheries, West Quay.
The firm began under this name in 1969. It was previously
known as Nth. Taranaki Fisheries and was purchased by the present operator in 1974.
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The Works - Borthwick

C. W.S.

N approaching Waitara from the north, one sees that part
of the town, west of the river, dominated by a large building
complex known in North Taranaki simply as "the works". This is
the freezing works, on which so many of the townsfolk and many
members of the farming community of north Taranaki depend for
their well-being.

O

At the A and P Society's lamb export competitions in 1953 Mr.
P.J. Allen, then District Manager of Borthwick's, told of the arrival of Mr. T. Borthwick from Britain in 1902. He had come to
negotiate for the purchase of the N -Z Frozen Meat Co. At a
meeting of the directors, he submitted his company's terms and
purchase price of twenty thousand pounds. These were accepted
and 1903 is regarded as the date of wonderful prosperity. This was
partly due to having a firm with headquarters in London which has
always made a study of meat marketing.
The Waitara manager in 1903 was Mr. W.L. Gray. The firm's
secretary, from 1903-30 was Mr. C.H. White.
In 1904, fire destroyed the tallow works, and two months later
the remaining buildings were burnt to the ground. However,
reconstruction was rapid, and in 1905, the works resumed. Killing
figures increased annually, except in 1908 when a slump caused a
temporary closure of the works.
By this time the firm had its own wharf, and for the next fifteen
years, the frozen meat was carried down the river by lighter to the
overseas ships anchored off-shore. However, with the silting of the
river and with the increase of shipping facilities at New Plymouth,
stock began to be transported to the port by rail. In the 1920's
trucks were gradually replacing rail cartage.
Since 1937, an extensive re-building programme has been
undertaken, and by 1954, practically the whole of the works hasbeen re-built. Faced by the necessity of further expansion, the
doctors decided that, if the works could not be expanded out wards
they must go upwards. Two extra storeys were added and this "lifting" has been described as the most spectacular of its kind in the
Southern hemisphere. In 1974, further extensions were necessary,
and a building permit was issued to the firm for $4 Yz m. This provided for a bridge to be constructed over Queen Street to the existing works. The extensions were to be fully operational by March,
1976.
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Since 1976 a number of structural alterations have been made to
certain areas to meet overseas requirements. They are:1. The installation of restraining conveyqrs, necessary to hold
sheep and lambs to be electrically stunned.
2. Stockyards. The removing of all wood and replacing it with
metal.
3. The Casing Department: The whole area had to be brought up to
food and factory standards.
4. Separation of amenities (locker and dining room). These have
been completely renovated.
5. Perimeter fence: To prevent the spread of disease (e.g. foot and
mouth disease), the perimeter gates and fence can be closed
at a moment's notice.
6. The staff amenities have been re-located and brought up to a
high standard, also a new First Aid building has been provided.
A former district manager, Mr. P.J. Allen, had an outstanding
record of fifty years' service with the firm. This was referred to in
eulogistic terms by Mr. P. Borthwick, then managing director, at a
luncheon held in 1953, the year of Mr. Allen's retirement. He was
appointed Waitara manager in 1917, a position he held until his appointment as district manager in 1946.
Another outstanding member of the staff was Mr. W. Hogg,
whose service covered more than thirty years as a buyer. A 'Braw'
Scot, he joined the firm in about 1913. His exceptional ability in
assessing stock values and his lightning calculations gained him the
utmost respect from all with whom he had dealings, while his sharp
tongue made him feared by any who tried to question his judgement. The tales of "Old Bill's" shrewdness and pithy comments
are legendary and could fill many pages. He died in 1948 only two
weeks before he was due to retire.
The firm of Borthwicks continues to maintain its important
place in the trade of New Zealand primary produce. An indication
of the personal interest of members of the family was shown ,:,,?en
the All Blacks toured Britain in 1978. Mr. Kenneth Borthwick, then
Lord Provost of Edinburgh, entertained the All Blacks at luncheon, thus strengthening the ties between the two countries.
Mr. N.G. Vickers succeeded Mr. P.I. Allen as District Manager
1954-62 and he was followed by Mr. Ian Smith in 1962. First as
District Manager and later as Branch Manager.
The present Works Manager is Mr. T. Beeby, who was appointed in 1970.
The firm, originally known as Thos. Borthwick & Sons is now
Borthwick CW .S. being Co-operative Wholesalers Ltd.
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Solasodine Extraction

Industry

P

ROBABLY few events in the industrial field have aroused so
much interest and surprise in the New Plymouth- Waitara
district as the announcement towards the end of 1977 that
a new industry, with a possible future export value of
millions of dollars, was to be established at Waitara, based
on a crop to be grown on the adjacent farming land. The interest no doubt arose from the economic and employment
results that would accrue from such an industry. Some of the
surprise arises from the fact that the crop from which the
basic material of this industry will be obtained is a common
native plant, hitherto generally regarded as a useless weed,
and indeed by some parents as a highly undesirable weed
since they (wrongly) regard its orange coloured berries as
poisonous. The plant was known to the Maoris as POROPORO
and by the early European settlers it was frequently called
BULLIBULL. Its botanical name is Solanum aviculare.
The Poroporo is a member of a very extensive and interesting plant family that includes not only the common
food plants, potato, tomato, cape gooseberry etc but also the
highly poisonous Winter Cherry (Solanum pseudocapsicum)
and the Deadly Nightshade (Atropa belladonna). The importance of the Poroporo is the fact that from its leaves can
be extracted Solasodine from which may be manufactured
pharmaceutical steroids used for medical purposes, including fertility control. In passing it may be mentioned that
the old time Maori used the Poroporo plant for treating
bruises and skin complaints and for making the pigment
used for tattooing.
The genesis of the new industry goes back some twelve
years to experimental cropping of Poroporo carried out by
the firm of Ivon Watkins Dow at New Plymouth. In 1973 Mr.
Jan Kloosterman, a representative of the Dutch pharmaceutical Coy, Diosynth, carried out investigations on the
potential pharmaceutical use of raw materials in the Pacific
region. In the course of this work he visited New Zealand and
investigated the Poroporo. Experimental cropping of the
plant was subsequently carried out at Bell Block and a pilot
factory, for the extraction of Solasodine, was built at New
Plymouth. These projects proving successful, a company to
be known as Solanum Extraction Industries was formed as a
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The Waitara-Taranaki CO-Op.
Dairy Co. Ltd.

joint venture by Diosynth and Fletcher Holdings Ltd., with
technical assistance
supplied by Ivon Watkins Dow and the
Dept. of Scientific and Industrial Research. Mr. Kloosterman
was appointed Managing Director.
The new factory, which has been built at Waitara, was officially
opened by the Prime Minister, Rt. Hon. R.D. Muldoon on March
9th, 1979, the Prime Minister warmly praising the initiative of the
Company. in. e~tablishing the industry. When fully operational, the
factory will initally employ a staff of 50. Because of its contribution to employment in the Waitara area the Company has been
granted development assistance by the government.
In the early stages the Poroporo crop will be grown on land
lease~ fro~ local farmers, but as development proceeds, contract
growmg will be offered. The area first planted was of 80 hectares
but some. 4~0 hectares are .envisaged for next year's crop. Th~
~anager indicates that pl~ntJngs will be progressively increased until about 1,000 hectares will be under cultivation by the year 1981.

WAITARA'S NEWEST INDUSTRY:

cHJLH,",lJIJ

nON
Mt 1. Kloosterman, Managing Director (right) viewing Poroporo
plant with Mt 1. Scott
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HE opening of this factory at Brixton, near Waitara,
represented
the
culminating
point
of
progressive
amalgamations of dairy factories, over a period of eighty-one
years.
The following comprehensive history of the company was
supplied by the secretary, Mr. S. Florence.
This Company was first registered as a co-operative dairy
company in 1898 and the word "Taranaki" was included in its
name to avoid confusion with the South Island township of
the same name.
Its initial function was the manufacture of butter, and its
later entry into casein production made it one of the first
companies in. New Zealand to be involved with this product
which has played such a significant part in the development
of the dairy industry. In 1956 the Tarurutangi Co-op Dairy
Company ceased butter manufacture and its interests were
merged with the Waitara-Taranaki Company which was able
to offer full facilities for the processing of wholemilk.
From 1950 the requirement to process wholemilk assumed
increasing importance in the industry and the traditional
function
of processing home-separated cream did not
recognise the potential of the protein value in the wholemilk.
The movement was therefore towards the manufacture of casein and milk powders in addition to the production of butter.
The Company's activities were appreciably extended in
1961 as a result of the amalgamation with no less than five
companies which had served the area stretching from
Awakino to the Waitara river. The companies involved were
the Okau Uruti-Valley Waitoitoi, North-Taranaki and Tikorangi
Companies and the merger with the Waitara-Taranaki Company saw its change of name to The Clifton Co-Operative Dairy
Company.
, The Company continued with the manufacture of butter,
casein and some cheese and there was a progressive movement towards the centralisation of all manufacture at the
"Brixton" plant.
In 1976 there was a further amalgamation with the Bell
Block Company: which had previously merged its activities
with bctffi the Frankley and Ornata dairy companies. This now
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meant that the Clifton Company was processing
wholemilk
collected in the area from Awakino in the north to a point
near Tataramaika in the south, and that the production of
cheese was to become an important factor in its operations.
The name of the company was changed to Bell Block-Clifton.
Co-op Dairies Ltd and the completion of a new cheese factory'
complex in 1978 marked the final step in the centralisation
of
all manufacture at Brixton,
which is some three kilometres
from the Waitara township.
The company now serves some 280 suppliers and has a turnover in excess of ten million dollars from the production of
butter, casein, cheese and buttermilk powder.
S. FLORENCE

The Waitara Wool Scour
MONG the more recent industries operating in Waitara is that
of the wool scour plant under the control of the N .Z. Cooperative Wool Marketing Association Ltd.
This company was established in Auckland in 1931 and now has
branches throughout New Zealand, with over 10,000 shareholders
with a paid capital in excess of $2 million.
As over 90070 of wools handled are scoured and sold direct to
overseas markets and clients, it is apparent that this is a business of
considerable importance to the economic welfare of New Zealand.
The Waitara Branch in Grey Street was established in 1965, initially with a fairly small plant, but with the growth of the industry
a much larger plant was installed.
A major fire in 1973 necessitated the erection of new buildings
and, with the continuing expansion of processing, the plant was
completely modernised and redesigned to incorporate a wool grease
extraction unit for the Wool Research Organisation of N.Z.
'The wool intake from growers has now reached about 15,500
bales per annum and the scouring throughout about 25,000 bales.
This additional number of bales is due to the fact that growers'
wools are supplemented by purchases from auction and from the
Wool Board.
It is now one of the most modern and efficient plants in New
Zealand with capacity to scour over 50,000 bales a year. However
this quantity has not been achieved up to the present owing to the
restriction of shipping facilities through the Port of New
Plymouth.

A
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Maternity Annexe
An important event in the progress of Waitara was the opening
of the Taranaki Hospital Board's Maternity Annexe in December
1941.
Previously, maternity nursing services had been provided by
nurses in their own homes or in the homes of patients, until a
private nursing home was opened by Sister Elliot. The latter was
closed in February 1941, leaving Waitara without a trained maternity nurse.
During 1937, the departmental committee of enquiry into
Maternity Services found those provided in Waitara inadequate
and recommended a public maternity hospital be erected there.
The New Plymouth Hospital Board decided to raise a loan of
10,000 pounds, with interest at 4% for the preparation of the site,
erection and equipment of a nine-bed hospital with service rooms
and staff quarters. This was considered adequate to serve a growing
population in the area from Mokau to Lepperton. The Waitara
Borough Council gave a suitable piece of land in Hutchens Street.
Free service would be provided at the hospital.
It is interesting to note that the tender awarded to the firm of
builders, Messrs Waite Bros. was 7,557 pounds. Building commenced in April 1941 and the official opening took place in
December of the same year.
The first matron was Miss I. A. Palmer.

Medical and Nursing Personnel
HE first doctor known to have visited Waitara was Dr Weekes,
formerly surgeon aboard the "William Bryan", but his visit
was not in a professional capacity, he was on business bent. As the
settlers in New Plymouth were such a robust type, he was not able
to make as much money as he wished by following his calling, and
he directed his talents to land dealing. In this he was very successful
and left Taranaki for Auckland where he continued his commercial
ventures.
In any new settlement, the importance of the role of doctors in
the community cannot be over-estimated. The title of 'guide
philosopher and friend' applied even more in, th~ pione.ering era
than in present-day circumstances. When It IS realised that
transport over rough and often unformed roads was on hor.seback
or by horsedrawn gig we know that the demands on the physlc~l endurance of doctors was very great in those days and we pay tnbute
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to their skill and kindness
cumstances.

shown

in often very dirficult

cir-

The following list of Waitara doctors and nurses is a complete
as can be obtained.
Dr Blundin lived in Waitara in 1883, but few details of his life
are available.
In 1908 Dr Good practised in Waitara. On many trips, he was
accompanied by Mrs Smale, a mid-wife. They both travelled on
horseback and it is recorded that they rode as far as Mt Messenger
to attend two women who lived there in tents.
Pre-war doctors were Drs Adam Ramage and Claridge. Dr Matthew Campbell practised from 1913-1920. He was followed by Dr
Allison and his wife, formerly Dr Patterson.
A man of wide experience in the person of Dr Adamson
followed. He had lived for some years in India.
Dr Barclay came to Waitara in 1923 and continued in practice
until his death in 1947. He was well-loved and respected by all his
patients.
Dr Rohan followed Dr Barclay, then Dr Harry Whittle put up
his shingle. In 1948, his practice was taken over by Dr Douglas Gibson from England who practised until 1950.
Dr lain Fletcher then followed and shortly after Dr A. J. Moss
came to Waitara.
Dr Peter van Praagh took over Dr Rohan's practice in 1959 and
developed the present medical centre with Dr Lockhart as partner
in 1961 and Dr Whitwell in 1977.

Maternity Nurses
One of the first was Mrs Lehndorf. Mrs Johnstone was another
stalwart. Mrs Crow-J ones was well known and frequently called on
Mrs Anderson to assist her. The latter was awarded the B.E.M. for
her services to the community. She died in 1974.
The first fully-trained maternity nurse in Waitara was Miss
Elliot who opened a nursing home in Hutchens Street. The home
was closed in 1947 when the maternity annexe was opened by the
Taranaki Hospital Board.
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Plunket Society
HE Waitara Branch of the Plunket Society was forme~ in
1921, as a sub tranch of New Plymouth. There was a committee
of eleve. and an a Ivisory board of three.
...
The first president was Mrs. W. J 011 who remained m office ~ntil 1932 and the first secretary was Mrs. H. Wells who held office
until' 34.
The •• rst Plunket Nurse was Nurse Peterson, who travelled to
Waitara by train once a week.
..
.
The Plunket rooms were first located m a building at the corner
of Grey and McLean Streets. When these were no longer avai~a~le,
new premises were obtained above Button's shop. Later a bu~ldmg
adjoining the Borough Council Chamber~ ~as used, until the
Centennial Plunket and Rest Rooms were built m 1940.
.
In 1950, Waitara became an independent branch, with subbranches at Inglewood and Urenui.
A flat was purchased for the use of a resident nurse in 1956.
Later when a nurse was appointed who had her own home, the flat
was leased and this arrangement still stands.
The mothers of Waitara and surrounding districts are well
catered for by Plunket. The area served extends from Pukearuhe to
Bell Block, including Lepperton, and inland to Tarata tunnel.
The clinic is open on weekdays.
The Plunket Society has always been well supported by the
public. Fund raising activities have included baby carnivals, garden
parties and street stalls. For several years, Red Cross and Plunket
combined to raise money by means of a flower show. A house to
house collection was organised to provide the nucleus of a fund for
the purchase of a car.
In 1971, the Golden Jubilee was celebrated, and was attended
by former members from many parts of New Zealand.
Mrs. Appleby has an outstanding record of 32 years as
secretary. Of the Life members, Mrs. F. Chittenden and Mrs. P.
Appleby are the only surviving members.
.
The President is Mrs. Buckham and the Secretary IS Gay May.

T

81

The St. John Ambulance
Organisation
N 1934, a meeting was held in a small room at the rear of St.
John hall to form a branch of the St. John Ambulance
Brigade. There were five people present, but from these small
beginnings, a strong and active organisation grew and has continued to serve the community well for forty-four years.
The late Mr. Hughson was the first president and continued in
office until his death in 1953. Mr. R.A. Wall, later Commissioner
for the Taranaki District, organised a First Aid class. The lecturer
was Dr. Barclay, who served as Divisional Surgeon and Superintendent from 1934-1947. This was a service to the community deserving of the highest commendation for Dr. Barclay was, during that
ume, the Jole medical practitioner in the Waitara area.
M~. Reynolds was the first Ambulance Officer. In 1937, a St.
Johy sub-centre was formed and in the same year a nursing section
was organised with Mrs. I. Vickery as the Divisional Superintendent. The men's and nursing division combined in 1975.
During the war, classes were held with lectures in Home Nursing as well as First Aid. Some lectures were provided at Okoke. One
of the stalwarts of St. John, Mr. George Jupp, and a foundation
member, assisted with the lectures. Due to the petrol situation, he
nobly bicycled from Tikorangi, a distance of 5 miles. One night,
after a lecture, he was dismayed to find that his bicycle had disappeared. It was never found and such a despicable form of theft was
a poor reward for such valuable service.
The Association, as distinct from the Brigade, came into being
in 1940, with the Mayor Mr. Hughson as President until 1953, and
is mainly concerned with conducting First Aid classes. Many of
those attending require certificates in connection with their occupations. It is also responsible for raising funds to maintain the
Brigade, and provide an ambulance headquarters for meetings and
lectures. The Association and Brigade, in conjunction with the Red
Cross, now own a building in West Quay.
A Cadet division was formed in 1954 with 44 members - 32
girls and 12 boys. Mr. Silby was Superintendent and Mr.
Bridgeman now holds that office.
'
A mobile First Aid unit was acquired in 1974, being lar~ely
financed by the Waitara Lions' Club. This unit is present at most
public gatherings and if required, transfers injured persons to
hospital.

In recognition of services to the Order, the title of Serving Officer of St. John was conferred on Dr. Moss in 1976 and on Mr.
George Jupp of Tikorangi in 1978.
President, 1978 is Mr. Hodge.
Secretary, 1978 is Mr. P. Greenlees.

I
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Red Cross
HE Waitara sub-centre of the Red Cross was formed in 1916.
The meeting was convened by Mr. Yardley and there were seven
present.
The first president was Mrs. Birdling.
Classes in First Aid were held and examination papers set by
Dr. Collins of Wellington.
During World War II, Dr. Barclay was Medical Superintendent
and Sister Corkell was in charge of Home Nursing classes. For four
years, the society went into recess. Owing to loss of records, few
details were available until 1954, when the Society was revived,
with Mrs. Yardley as President.
Meetings were held in any available building, until 1972. In that
year, combining with St. John, the Red Cross acquired a permanent home, in West Quay, having in it meeting rooms, a hall,
storage rooms and amenities. Due to the generosity of two benefactors, service clubs, members and support from the public, this
building was soon debt free.
Although primarily an emergency committee, activities have expanded to include more welfare services, such as loan services of
Home Nursing equipment, wheel chairs etc., and transport for
elderly folk, requiring treatment at hospital. Some social afternoons have been organised for the lonely and those partly confined
to their homes. A roster of drivers was set up for the Meals on
Wheels service. Conveners are appointed for each service.
There is a strong and enthusiastic committee which meets each
month. Membership now stands at 34.
In 1954, Mrs. H. Anderson, a foundation member was awarded
the Coronation Medal, and in 1978, Mrs. Clayton was awarded the
Queen's Service Medal.
Mrs. Yardley and Mrs. T. George have been made Life
Members and have received Long Service awards.
1979 President Mrs. M. Topless.
Secretary Mrs. P. Fraser.
Treasurer Mrs. P. Turner.

T
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Old Folk's Association

T

HIS is a very popular club and was formed in 1960, 'as a
result of a meeting called by Mr W. R. Yardley. A committee
was formed to provide facilities for companionship and entertainment for lonely, elderly citizens. The first President was Mr Francis
and the Secretary-Treasurer was Mrs Easton.
At first the main aim of the Committee was sociabuity. Indoor
bowls was. gradually introduced due to the enthusiasm and
coaching of Mr. Cornwall.
When it was considered desirable for the club to have its own
hall, fund raising was organised. The town was canvassed,' old
clothes sales and street stalls were held and together 'with a grant
from the Golden Kiwi Lottery, the money was raised.
The hall was opened in Warre Street in 1964.
Card-playing is the entertainment on Thursday afternoons and
there is bowlin., on Monday afternoons and Saturday nights.
Mr. Yardley has been Patron since the inception of the association.
.
The President is Mr. E. Bird.
The Secretary is Mr. G. Rowe.
There are now 140 members.

Age Concern
LTHOUGH there are, in Waitara, as in most New Zealand
towns, organisations which show concern for the aged, the less
mobile and truly lonely were often forgotten.
To help brighten the lives of these folks, a committee was
formed from various groups of benevolent citizens. They were to
concern themselves with those who were unable, for various
reasons to join the "Old Folks" or other clubs to play bowls or
cards or take part in any activities.
Thus "Age Concern" came into being.
Gatherings are held each Friday in the Old Folks' Hall when
items are provided and sing alongs are much appreciated. Attendances are usually more than 60 - both men and women, proving
just how great a need there was for a group such as this.
Afternoon tea is provided by community groups and there is a
charge of 10 cents. Although this is not a money-making concern, a
contribution was made to the "Old Folks" Assn. last December,
and help has been given to the Red Cross in providing some
necessary equipment for their work.
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