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INTRODUCTION 

Today when men have shot into space and set foot 
on the moon it may seem a very humble thing to trace 
and remember how the first railway came to Taranaki 
over 100 years ago. But Taranaki's early trains, 
evolving as they did to the "Blue Streak" diesel 
railcars, helped to change the life of a whole pro- 

I vince. Because 1977 saw their withdrawal, thus 
cancelling out all passenger rail services from New 
Plymouth south to Wellington, the story has gone 
"full circle" and should be told. 

Right from the outset there were the inevitable 
controversies, the successes and the mistakes - and 
along with them a full measure of human incident, 
tragic, comic and ironic. Among the strangest of the 
stories with all the qualities of legend is one that tells 
how the railway changed the whole future of a 
seven-year-old girl. Who would have thought that, 
because her father undertook a contract connected 
with layin the line, an innocent child would lose her 
own family and find a new one and a whole new 
world? 

Tho town's hardworking horses were also deeply 
oJJo'toti b the new phenomena. When an engine 
whist/I) IIwclo On horse bolt (pursued by a constable 
with (l big I)tit;k) t'he horse did not stop until it reached 
tho top of Mt £1 iot where it surveyed the approaching 
train in a state oj shock. The shock would have been 
even greater ,if the moment could have been moved 
forward in time, for the horse would then have stood 
on top of a Mt Eliot that was no longer there. It was the 
coming of the railway that brought "the first bite to 
the hill", today delineated only by a stream and 
leaving a host of memories of other days, 

Taranaki's first railway, coming only a few years 
after the Maori land wars and before the establish­ 
ment of a provincial roading system, stirred the 
population out of an isolated and often ~um~rum 
routine, With no safe port, bogged down m wmter 
mud, relying on bullock drays for heavy transport, the 
province greeted the public works-railwa!'s­ 
immigration policy of that great borrower, [ulius 
Vogel, as the millenium., , 

The first Cobb's coach to reach New Plymouth had 
bro ught Prime Minister William Fox in Jan uary, 1871. 
It left Hawera at 3.30 a.m. took the only available 
route, via Opunake, and did not reach New Plymouth 
until 9,15 p.m. - an adventurous journey that so 
exhausted the Premier he could not attend the celeb­ 
ratory dinner that evening, Obviously the isolated 
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