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1930 the Association's share of the cost was £36 19s
6d.
In spite of inclement weather the annual dance in 1930
was successful. The Association's funds benefited by
£10 lOs, due in large part to the generous support and
services of the ladies' committee. The previous year
the profit on the dance was £ 18 19s 5d.
That same year a most enjoyable evening was spent
by a gathering of over seventy at the annual smoke concert. Unfortunately, there was a loss on the evening of
£5 6s 3d. In a gathering of over seventy only thirty six
paid for admission.
An important matter to come before the committee in
1931, was the re-organisation of Flock House, near Bulls.
The purpose of the new arrangement was to admit the
sons of New Zealand and Imperial ex-soldiers for farm
training. Associations would find half the cost for their
nominees, the Government finding the other half. The
Government subsidy, however, applied only in the case
of New Zealand ex-soldiers and not in the case of Imperial men.
Poppy Day, 1931, was the tenth year that Miss Cheyne
and committee of ladies had organised the distribution
and sale of poppies in the Waverley district At the annual meeting the Association placed on record its appreciation oftheir efforts in the interest of returned men.
The president, Dr J. P. Duncan, in his annual report
said that membership was again falling off. The number
on the roll was 25 compared to 33 in 1930. Dr Duncan
retired after serving three years as president and was
succeeded by Dr P. V. Graves.
In view of the economic conditions neither the annual
dance nor smoke concert was held in 1931. During the
year £20 was received from the Canteen Fund Board
for use in cases of returned soldiers and their families in
necessitous circumstances. Of this, £5 was immediately
expended in relief.
Sales of poppies in 1932 was organised by the
Waverley branch of the W.D.ED. Mr L. R. Neilson, secretary of Waverley R.S.A., reported that he had issued
194 poppies and all had been sold.
At the annual meeting of the Association in 1932, the
president, Dr P. V. Graves said there had been another
serious fall in membership, from 25 to 12. 'This was
regretted in view of the large number of returned men in
the district and the smallness of the subscription. The
headquarters of N.Z.R.S.A. relied upon capitation fees
from the Association and could not function without
funds. The capitation fee was two shillings per member, so a large membership was required. It behoved
every returned man to join the Association and help keep
the movement alive.'
Funds on hand at the end of the financial year
amounted to £81 12s 5d. The Association held £15 for
the relief of distress.

Three hundred Waverley residents gathered at the
Waverley Town Hall on Anzac Day, 1933 for the commemoration service. The service was conducted by the
Reverend S. R. Gardiner and the Reverend H. Stuart
who delivered the address. Boy Scouts and returned
soldiers paraded and after the service, led the procession to the War Memorial Clock Tower where wreaths
were placed and the Last Post and Reveille were sounded.
The annual meeting of the Association was held following the service. The balance sheet showed a credit
which was considered satisfactory in view of the expenditure for relief assistance during the year.
During 1934, the Association gave assistance to returned soldiers where necessary and several cases of
pension applications for disabled and sick men were
dealt with.
P9PPY Day in 1935, was very successful and 200 poppies were sold in Waverley. That same year emblems
for school children were distributed in every school in
the district.
That same year the committee decided to circularise
all known returned soldiers in the district, inviting them
to attend the annual meeting. There was a good response
and Dr Graves presided over an attendance of 28.
In his annual report Dr Graves said the year had been
very quiet. 'The activities of the Association were in a
dormant state owing to a considerably reduced mem- .
bership and lack of interest. At present there were only
nine financial members. The future of the Association
rests entirely with the support given by returned soldiers in the district.'
The balance sheet showed there was a reasonable credit
balance, augmented by a grant from the Canteen Fund
Board. During the year assistance had been given to 25
returned men passing through Waverley who were
"down and out."
During general business several speakers urged for
more activity on the social side. After some discussion
the meeting recommended to the committee that the
smoke concert and annual dance be retained.
An important outcome of the annual meeting in 1935
was a welcome increase in membership.
The attendance at the Anzac Day service at Waverley
in 1936 was the largest for several years. A parade of
45 returned soldiers under the command of Lieutenant
F. Sheppard D.C.M., the Waverley Troop of the
Q.A.M.R. under Lieutenant 1. M. Hartwell and Captain
H. Boyer representing the Legion of Frontiersmen,
marched from the Post Office to the Town Hall. The
parade was headed by·the band of the Q.A.M.R. from
Wanganui. Major P. V. Graves N.Z.M.C. commanded
the parade and Captain L. R. Neilson acted as marshal.
The service was conducted by Chaplain Captain P. A.
Stanley and the Rev. E. R. Ross delivered the address.
Mr W. Heginbotham, chairman of Waverley Town Board

presided, and representatives of the R.S.A. and Legion
cates that remembrance is still strong in the hearts of
of Frontiersmen were also on the platform. After the
our people."
service the parade formed up and marched to the War
The fund, which was known as the Anzac CommemoMemorial Clock Tower where wreaths were laid, and
ration Fund, brought welcome relief to innumerable exthe Last Post and Reveille were sounded.
service men and their dependants and was administered
An innovation in 1936, was the annual meeting comfree of any charge.
bined with a smoke concert. After formal business, the
election of officers and discussion on Association matters, an enjoyable smoke concert was held. Representatives from local bodies were also present - Mr W.
Heginbotham, Mr W. G. Belton, chairman Patea County
Council, Mr H. W. James, Waverley Patriotic League,
Captain H. Boyer, Legion of Frontiersmen and members of Pate a R.S.A. The usual to;sts and several musi-'
cal items were much appreciated by everybody.
The membership which stood at 29 the previous year
was increased during the evening to 50.
During the later part of 1936 the band and concert
party of the New Zealand Institute for the Blind toured
the North Island. The party included Alan Morton, New
Zealand cornet champion and Joseph Papesch, an outstanding musician. "Peter" Morelatos an enthusiastic
follower of boxing and wrestling, and radio commentator Gordon Hutter's ringside companion accompanied
the party.
Waverley R.S.A. co-operated with the Waverley Women's Division of the Farmers' Union in organising a concert in Waverley. The Patea and Waverley Press reported that 'it was a most meritorious performance and
the large audience was not slow in showing its appreciation of the excellent work of the bandmaster, Lieutenant G. W. Bowes and the finished display given by
his band.'
Anzac Commemoration Stamp
In 1935, the N.Z.R.S.A. obtained approval of the Postmaster-General for the issue of a special stamp to comD.E.C. also expressed thanks and appreciation of the
memorate the 21st anniversary of the Anzac landing.
splendid assistance and co-operation of Post Office staff
The design chosen was printed in two denominations
throughout New Zealand.
- Red for one penny stamp and Green for one half penny
Dr P. V. Graves presided over a record attendance of
stamp
members at the annual meeting in 1937. The president
Each stamp sold returned 50 per cent of its price to
reported that the financial members totalled 45 but there
tl ': N.Z.R.S.A. for the relief of necessitous cases of exwere nearly double that number of returned men in the
servicemen and their dependants. The stamps were re- . district, who took no active interest in the Association ...
leased for sale on April 27, 1936, and the issue withDr Graves said that the Association had not been called
drawn on June 20, 1936.
upon so frequently in the past year to assist men on the
The gross proceeds from the sale of stamps totalled
road and this was taken as an indication that more re£ 17, 181 4s II d.
turned soldiers were finding permanent employment.
The Dominion Executive Committee of N.Z.R.S.A.
A unique feature in connection with the Anzac Day
at the July 1936 meeting unanimously passed the folmemorial service in 1937, was the presentation, by Dr
lowing resolution, 'The New Zealand Returned Soldiers'
P. V. Graves, of an illuminated address to the Waverley
Association desires to express to the general public of
Town Board representative. The address was to mark
New Zealand its grateful thanks and appreciation of the
the 21st anniversary of the foundation of N.Z.R.S.A.
wonderful support accorded to the sale of the Anzac
and to express the Association's gratitude for the generCommemoration Stamp."
ous support from the public during this period. Mr S.
The Dominion President, Hon. William Perry in movBromiley, on behalf of the town board, conveyed the
ing this resolution added:- "The response clearly indiboard's thanks.
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On April 19, 1938, 1,400 returned soldiers left Wellington on the Maunganui and Monowai to participate
in the Anzac Day celebrations at Sydney. The trip was
memorable and historic. Five members of Waverley
R.S.A. - Messrs W. A. Hurley, J. M. Hartwell, E. W.
Lee, E. Morgan and T. E. Wilson took. part in the dawn
service on Anzac Day.
This is how the Sydney Sun described it:
"The crowds began to gather soon after midnight...
the minutes ticked slowly by. Four-fifteen. Ex-servicemen, more than 50,000 of them were forming up
in Castlereagh Street in readiness for the march. A
crescent moon hung overhead in a starlit sky and the
shadows of the night veiled in the grey facades and
sombre archways. Four-thirty! ...Through the breathless silence came the tramp of feet; at first an eerie
shuffling that swelled in volume until the night
seemed filled with the sound of marching men. There
was no music, no blare of brass, no roll of drums only the rhythmic beat of boots and shoes on concrete, the blur of moving figures coming out of the
darkness. Tramp, tramp, tramp, tramp! Down Martin Place old soldiers marched in columns of 12
abreast, a ghostlike army of the night holding rendezvous with memories."
In the latter part of 1938, N.Z.RS.A. co-operated with
the Army Department to form a National Military Reserve for service in the event of a national emergency.
Volunteers were called for from men with active service experience who were aged between 40 and 50 years
of age.
Class II military reserve was for home service. Thirty
members of Waverley RS.A. who had enrolled in this
class paraded at Waverley on August 31, 1939.
Notices calling this parade were issued on August 23,
1939, before events in Europe took the turn which led
to the declaration of war. The duties of Class II were
outlined by Captain L. R Neilson. These included the
enlargement of troops at main ports; protecting vital
points; filling administrative and training appointments
on mobilisation and providing a reserve to Class 1.
Subsequently a number of Waverley R.S.A. members
served with the National Military Reserve on garrison
duty and held training appointments.
On September 3, 1939, New Zealand followed the
United Kingdom in declaring war on Germany.
Membership increased rapidly during 1939. At the
beginning of April there were 44 financial members on
the roll. Six months later the number of financial members totalled 85.
On September 25, 1939, Major P. V. Graves, Regimental Medical Officer, went to Hopu Hopu Camp,
Ngarauwhaia as part of the advance party of the Divisional Cavalry Regiment. Before leaving Waverley,
Major Graves was presented with a gift by Mr F. 1. Bilton

on behalf of Waverley R.S.A..
All returned soldiers who enlisted and who were members of the Association were retained on the roll as financial during the period they were away.
In October Mr John Sullivan, a member of the Association, was appointed Maori recruiting officer for the
southern end of the Taranaki district. The district extended from Patea to the Kai Iwi stream
John Sullivan of the Ngarauru tribe was a member of
the Taranaki Maori Trust Board, Taranaki Maori Council.and Aotea Maori Association.
He enlisted for service in the Great War in September
1914, leaving with the l st Maori Contingent in February 1915. He saw service in Egypt and was wounded at
Gallipoli in August 1915. John Sullivan rejoined the
Maori Contingent in England on his recovery. In 1916,
on t~e Somme, he was wounded seriously and spent 10
months in hospital before being invalided home.
The Association again sponsored the Blind Institute
concert. It was a great success resulting in £40 being
raised for the Institute.
In presenting the annual report in 1940, the vice-president, Mr F. J. Bilton stated that 'when the year commenced I had little thought that it would fall to my lot to
have to present the annual report, but as vice-president
of the Association, I have had to take up the duties of
our worthy president, Dr Graves, who, as you know, is .
now on active service.'
'Once more the British Empire is at war, which means
that sooner or later the RS.A. will have more men eligible for membership. But it means this too - that we of
the last war have a definite job to do now and in the
future .. Your committee is of the opinion that we must
take under our wing the financial cares of those bodies
who are working so well for the welfare of the soldiers
overseas and must see that the finances they require are
forthcoming - this applies, of course, to the local committees such as Women's Division of the Farmers' Union, the Red Cross and the Evening Sewing Circle, and
any other bodies which may be formed with the object
of assisting our men overseas. That is our special duty
for the present. Later we shall have a much bigger job
in assisting the returned men back into civilian life and
helping those who are unable to help themselves. Tn
this connection, we have the experience of the last war
to guide us and must see that no mistakes are made this
time. That is why I want the Association to be strong
and virile with a good membership of good sound men
- we have a job of work to do and it will come so much
easier if we are a strong and united body.'
In this connection the roll had risen from 44 in 1939,
to 108 financial members in 1940.
The difficulty experienced
by branches of the
N.Z.RS.A. in dealing with unfinancial members was
referred to in a circular issued by the general secretary,

j

Mr S. J. Harrison in April 1941.
"The badge of the New Zealand Returned Soldiers'
Association is to-day a familiar emblem, which is
proudly worn on the coat lapel of ex-members of the
forces who served the Empire overseas during previous wars, and also by soldiers who have returned to
New Zealand from the present war.
It is not generally known, however, that this badge
is not the property of the soldier concerned, but is
issued to him by the New Zealand Returned Soldiers'
Association, for use only as long as he remains a financial member of the Association.
When the New Zealand ex-servicemen visited Australia in 1938, they found that their Australian com- .
rades were wearing a date attachment to their badges,
indicating that they were financial members of their
organisation. This was considered to be an excellent
scheme and it was later adopted by the N.Z.R.S.A.
The first date attachment issued to its members was
coloured- red and was for the year ended March 31,
1941. The pate attachment for the present year is
coloured blue and it is the intention of the Association to issue to its members a different coloured attachment for each year.
The N.Z.R.S.A. advises that in future no badges
should be worn without the date attachment and returned soldiers who are unfinancial with the Association are now called on either to obtain a date attachment, or to return their badges to the nearest secretary of the RS.A., or to the general secretary, Wellington."
That same year the pupils ofWaitotara school participated in an Anzac Day ceremony at the Waitotara War
Memorial Gates.
The children and adults who attended were addressed
by the headmaster, Mr C. S. Wood, who spoke of the
purpose of the gathering. The children read the names
of those who had died in the Great War, placed wreaths
of their own making on the memorial and then recited
verses of "For the Fallen". The singing of a hymn and
the: National Anthem concluded the service.
A National Council for the Reclamation of Waste'
Material was set up in 1940 and organised district committees, responsible for collecting waste material for the
war effort. Waverley R.S.A. undertook the collection
of waste paper and scrap metal in Waverley and
Waitotara districts and regularly railed, from Waverley,
consignments of waste material.
For some years it had been the custom to hold a combined Waverley- Waitotara service at Waverley on Anzac
Day. In 1942, the venue was changed and the service,
conducted by the Rev. P. A. Stanley, was held at the
Waitotara War Memorial Gates. Over 300 people attended.
Units on parade were the Waitotara Home Guard un-
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der Captain S. F. Morris, Headquarters staff of No.5
Sub-Area under Major Shepherd and returned soldiers
from Waverley under Mr F. J. Bilton. Wreaths were
deposited at the Memorial on behalf of the RS.A.,
Waitotara Home Guard, Maori people, St. John Association, Women's Division of the Farmers' Union and
the Waitotara School. Under the conductors hip of the
headmaster of the Waitotara School, Mr C. S. Wood,
pupils sang verses of "For the Fallen".
In 1942, the name of the Association was changed to
Waverley Returned Services' Association. Consequently
all personnel, men and women, who had served in any
theatre of war, were eligible for membership.
The presence of Q.A.M.R Band under Lieutenant
Thomas was the highlight of the parade held at Waverley
on Anzac Day 1943.
The Wanganui Chronicle reported that 'the parade
commenced at the Waverley Public School where the
children's commemoration service was conducted by the
headmaster, Mr S. F. Morris and the address to the children was given by Mr A. T. Gibson. After the reading
of the names of the fallen by a senior pupil the children
placed their wreaths at the school memorial.
Lieutenant-Colonel P. V. Graves commanded the parade of Waverley R.S.A., under the president, Mr F. J.
Bilton, the Home Guard, under Major F. Sheppard, the
Boy Scouts, under Patrol Leader O'Leary and the Cubs
under Cubmistress Jean Kelly. Led by the Q.A.M.R.
Band, the parade moved from the school to the Town
Hall, where the public service was conducted under the
chairmanship of Mr Alex. Elmslie, the hall being filled
to capacity. The padre was Chaplain Major P. A. Stanley
and the address was given by Mr A. K. Fyson, vicepresident of the South Taranaki RS.A.
From the Town Hall the parade marched to the War
Memorial Clock Tower, where wreaths were laid by the
RS.A., the Home Guard, the Boy 'Scouts and citizens.
Mr J. H. Pepper sounded the Last Post and Reveille and
the whole parade then rrrarched past the memorial.'
There was a very large attendance at a grand dance
held in the Waverley Town Hall on July 28, 1943. The
Town Hall presented a colourful picture, being decorated with wattle, ferns, spring bulbs and flags. The
function was arranged by the Waverley R.S.A. to welcome home all men and nurses in the Waverley district
who had returned from overseas.
Mr F. J. Bilton, on behalf of the Association, welcomed
the guests and wished them the best of luck in the future. Lieutenant-Colonel Graves replied on behalf of
himself and other returned men.
The proceeds of the evening went towards the Christmas Tree party for children of men in the services.
In 1944, probably no other centre in New Zealand
could equal the Waverley Returned Services' Association in the matter of membership. Every returned serv-

MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION WHO SERVED OVERSEAS IN TWO WARS
Private L.H. Stewart
World War 1
Lloyd Stewart was the hundredth pupil to enter
the Canterbury
Aviation
Flying School at
Christchurch. The Canterbury (N.Z.) Aviation Co.
Ltd. was formed in 1916. Its primary object was to
train airmen for service with the Royal Flying Corps.
The school started operations on June 19, 1917, with
a 60 H.P. two seater Caudron-Anzani machine. For
some months the progress was slow but the number
of pupils taking their certificates increased as more
machines were provided.
Lloyd passed the Royal Flying Corps test on June
17, 1918, - the hundredth pupil to qualify for a certificate. He joined the Royal Air Force in October
1918, and after postings was granted a commission
in February 1919, as a temporary 2nd Lieutenant.
World War II
Served in the ranks with 22 Battalion, 2 NZEF.
Taken prisoner of war in the Western Desert, July
1942.
")'

Trooper W.A. Hurley
South African War - served with the 10th contingent. World War I - served with Wellington West
Coast Mounted Rifles in Egypt and on Gallipoli.

Colonel P.V. Graves
World War I - medical orderly Hospital Ship
Maheno 1917-19. World War II - Regimental Medical Officer, Divisional Cavalry Regiment; Commanding Officer 4 Field Ambulance, Egypt and Greece;
Commanding Officer, Hospital Ship Maunganui;
Assistant Director Medical Services, Northern and
Central Military Districts.

Below - Aviators
Stewart, 1918.
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Major J.M.J. Hartwell
World War I - served with Wellington West Coast
Mounted Rifles in Palestine. World War II - served
with Fiji Military Forces. 2 ifc Japanese Prisoner of
'\Var camp at Featherston.
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certificate

granted

to Lloyd

SOLDIERS

FROM WAVERLEY, WAITOTARA AND MAXWELL AT A DINNER HELD IN THE NEW
STAR RESTAURANT, CAIRO, AUGUST 5, 1943.

WAVERLEY AND WAITOTARA

WOMEN WHO SERVED OVERSEAS

IN WORLD WAR II

II
h

.

.,.
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Starting from left, following up and down tables are: Jack Travers, Donald Curry, Keith Stewart, Bob
Stewart, Robin Duncan, Dan Lance, Charlie Wallace, Glen Sewell, Kim Beirne, Bill Davis (middle - behind
man with hat), Gordon Irvine, George McIntyre, Bill Moffatt (with hat), Noel Lupton, Johnny Davis, Mo
Lockett, Tom Tamou, Ki Keriona, Kevin Cleaver, Roe Lupton, Laurie Birchall, Ian Reid, Ewen Lupton, Ron
Aiken, Eric Cole, Bob McKnight (partly obscured), Bertrum Davis, Jim Leckie, George Doig, Tom Hickford,
Brian Johnson, Albert Sands, Johnny Smythe, Cyril Hooper, Eric Watson, Alf Curry, Lou Thorburn, Trevor
Wickham, Sandy Leith. Other men in photo could be W.H. Martin, Bob Blenkhorn.
iceman in the district was a member. Included in the
131 members were 15 returned men of the 2nd N.Z.E.F. .
At the annual meeting, Mr F. 1. Bilton thanked members for their support during the five years he had been
president, and said that so long as such comradeship
was the keynote of Waverley R.S.A. it could not fail to
get results. He would not stand for president again and
asked for the whole-hearted support of members for their
new president.
Subsequently Mr A. 1. Larsen was elected president.
The balance sheet showed a substantial increase in
the funds and it was resolved to invest £100 in National
Savings Bonds.
After formal business a smoke concert was held. Visitors were present from Wanganui, Hawera and Patea.
During the evening toasts were honoured and items given
by visiting and local artists.
The Association held its annual dance on August 2,
1944 - there being a very large crowd present. Proceeds
were again in aid of the Christmas party for children of
servicemen overseas and in camp in New Zealand.
At an extraordinary general meeting held on October

19,1944, members unanimously approved a motion to
change the. name of the Association to WaverleyWaitotara Returned Services' Association.
The object of the Heritage Movement, formed in 1942,
was to provide sons and daughters of deceased servicemen with guidance and advice that would have been
available to them had their father lived.
The movement grew steadily and by 1944 there were
12 branches of Heritage.
At a public meeting held in Waverley on November
16, 1944, it was decided to form a sub-branch 01
Wanganui Heritage. The meeting was convened by
Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A. and was attended by 40 persons. The president of the Wanganui branch, Mr F. W.
Gilligan, Mr C. S. Smith, president ofWanganui R.S.A.
and Mr G. McElwain attended the meeting. Mr Gilligan
explained the aims and objects of Heritage. The following officers and committee were elected:- President,
Dr 1. P. Duncan; secretary-treasurer, MrF. J. Bilton; committee, Messrs N. Bromiley, T. Wilson, A. 1. Larsen, H.
Stewart, S. F. Morris. The area of the sub-branch was to
be that of the Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A. area.
32

Charge Sister M. Lethbridge

Charge Sister W.S. Train.
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Full consideration
to the statement made by the
N.Z.R.S.A. regarding the release of military defaulters
was given at the November 1944, meeting of the Association.
The Wanganui Chronicle reported that 'several speakers emphasised that any suggestion of'releasing defaulters would be wrong and unfair to men who were not
afraid to defend their own country.'
Speakers also stressed that the great majority of the
public and the R.S.A. were against the release of these
defaulters. It was decided to endorse the published policy
of Dominion headquarters, N.Z.R.S.A., and send the
following telegram to Mr W. A. She at, M.P. for Patea.
"Can you ascertain position re defaulters? WaverleyWaitotara Returned Services' Association and public
generally apprehensive about position, lest men who
valued the privileges of New Zealand citizenship so little as to be unwilling to risk their lives in their defence,
should procure the rights to such privileges before the
men who fought to retain them are established back into
civilian life in this country. My executive unanimously
supports the resolution urging that defaulters be retained
in detention camps until one year after the end of the
war, or until rehabilitation is completed and that they be
deprived of civil rights for ten years. Such conditions
entail far less sacrifice than many suffered who went
away willing to protect the women and children of New
Zealand from Nazi and Nipponese brutality."
Four advisory sub-committees for rehabilitation were
appointed in the Wanganui district in 1945.
The primary object in setting up these committees was
to provide a wider coverage for rehabilitation activities.
These committees did not have the powers of the general committees. Rather, they made information available regarding the various forms of assistance available
to ex-servicemen in their own district.
Their knowledge of local conditions and of ex-servicemen themselves, together with their recommendation
and assistance in connection with loans was invaluable.
The personnel of the Waverley committee was:- Mr 1.
J. Johnston (local authority and chairman), Mr W. F.
Alexander (farming), Mr W. A. Sheat, M.P. (ex-officio),
Mr F. J. Bilton (R.S.A. and secretary).
The end of the war in Europe was celebrated throughout New Zealand on Wednesday, May 9, 1945.
VE Day celebrations at Waverley commenced with a
thanksgiving service at 1 p.m. in the Town"Hall, which
was filled to capacity.
The Wanganui Chronicle reported that 'the service was
conducted by the Rev. P. A. Stanley and the Rev. M. G.
Milmine, and was marked by a spirit of deep gratitude
for deliverance after a long struggle.
After the service, members of the R.S.A. and the Boy
Scouts headed a procession which, led by the Wanganui
Highland Pipe Band, marched to the recreation grounds,

where a sports programme was staged for the children.
In the evening, a Victory bonfire was lit at the recreation grounds and a large crowd gathered round for community singing. Later a Victory dance was held in the
Town Hall where the gathering was addressed by the
chairman of the Waverley Town Board, Mr 1. 1. Johnston.
Waverley was en fete for the occasion" buildings being decked with bunting, while flags of all Allied nations flew from every available pole, Photographs of
leaders of the United Nations, with Mr Churchill predominating, were displayed in many windows. The presence of the Wanganui Highland Pipe Band added to the
gaiety of the occasion and townspeople were reluctant
to let them return in time for the Wanganui celebrations
in the evening.'
At Waitotara there was a large attendance at the VE '
Day thanksgiving service in the Town Hall. The service was conducted by the Rev, P. A. Stanley,
After the service, returned soldiers, school children
and residents marched to the domain grounds. The procession was headed by Mr W. A. Hurley on a white horse
draped with the Union' Jack. During the afternoon, local Maori entertained with songs and hakas. All children were given a flag and ice creams. In the evening a
large crowd attended a Victory dance in the hall. After
the dance a number of private victory parties were held,
everyone being in a festive mood.
In June 1945, an emphatic protest against the Government's decision in respect of conscientious objectors, then in detention camps, was contained in a telegram to the acting Prime Minister, the Hon. W. Nash.
The following is the text of the telegram sent by
Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A.:- "This Association representing those who have fought for this country during
two major wars within a quarter of a century, is most
dismayed at the recent decision of the Government in
connection with defaulters. Firstly, we feel that these
men, in refusing to protect New Zealand from an enemy
even more barbaric and ruthless than our enemies in the
last war, should not be better treated than defaulters were
then. Secondly, to exclude press and public from any
inquiries is unjustifiable and must meet with widespread
opposition from the people of this country, Thirdly, we
consider that to give these men, who have been adjudicated as not being genuine in their objections, are-trial,
when others who have gone overseas in obedience to
the decision of the tribunal, and have served and even
died in the service of their fellow men, is unfair. In
conclusion, this Association calls on the Government to
bring into effect the wish of the people, that these law
breakers whose cases have all been heard by a properly
constituted tribunal, be retained in the detention camps
until all our servicemen have been rehabilitated, and that
they be excluded from the Public Service and deprived
of civil rights for ten years."

N.Z.R.S.A. in conjunction with the British Legion, arranged for R.S.A. branches to send food parcels to exservice personnel and war widows in England.
Food parcels were eagerly looked for. No alternatives existed in Britain to make up the shortage in any
one commodity. Recipients were not required to surrender coupons for foodstuffs received in parcels from
overseas and no Customs duty was payable.
Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A. was allocated a town in
Staffordshire, Tipton with a population of 40,000.
From December 1946, to June 1947, the Association
forwarded 134 parcels to a value of 15 shillings each.
Although the contents varied according to foodstuffs
available, an average parcel contained one tin each of
dripping, tongues, Ovaltine, Marmite, condensed milk
and a bar of soap. All the parcels were packed by memAdvertisement, Wanganui Chronicle, August 14,1945.
bers of the Association and a card was enclosed: "A Token of Appreciation to our British Comrades in Tipton,
At II o'clock on August 15, 1945, the national cerfrom Waverley- Waitotara Returned Services' Associaemony in ;:connection with the celebration of the cessation, New Zealand. Please advise if parcel arrives in
tion of hostilities with Japan took place in Wellington.
good order."
Celebrations of the VJ holiday in Waverley and
Numerous letters of thanks were received, an examWaitotara on August 16 was affected by rain, with the
ple being:
result that the main outdoor activities were not held.
"Dear Friends, - It is some weeks since I had the
That same day a largely attended thanksgiving servgreat and unexpected pleasure of receiving a parcel
ice was held in the Waverley Town Hall to mark the
from New Zealand. The soap I snared with two neighsurrender of Japan. It was conducted by the Rev. M. G.
bours who greatly appreciated it, as you know soap
Milmine and the speaker was the Rev. P. A. Stanley.
is in very short supply here. The tin of cheese and the
Arrangements had been made for a procession with
precious dripping I am keeping for use during the
decorated floats to proceed to the recreation grounds for
winter, when I am afraid we shall be in shorter supa sports meeting but owing to adverse weather condiply and glad to fall back on any reserves. I want to
tions this wasn't possible. Instead dancing and games
say how very much we appreciate the generosity of
indoors were enjoyed by the children who received
your New Zealand and private citizens generally in
sweets and ice cream.
helping us over our difficult spell and sending food
In the evening the Town Hall was packed to capacity
as well as money on so large a scale. It is only when
when young and old turned out to a dance, some being
we are on rock bottom rations that we realise how
in fancy costume. The Waverley Dance Band supplied
fundamental a need of life food is. People here all
music and several items of Maori songs and hakas added
have high wages and empty larders. Will you accept
to the entertainment.
my sincerest thanks fop-your generous gift. With all
Because of the weather, most of the arrangements
good wishes. I am, yours cordially, (signed) Elizamade for peace celebrations at Waitotara were postponed.
beth Graham, Headmistress, Girls' County Grammar
The Wanganui Chronicle reported that a thanksgiv- .
School, Tipton, Staffordshire.".
ing service was held at the Town Hall at which there
The proceeds from the annual ball held in July 1947,
was a large attendance. The speakers were the Rev. P.
were devoted entirely to providing food parcels. In
A. Stanley and Rev. M. G. Milmine. The Maori choir
August that same year, the secretary, Mr R. Hammonds,
took part in the singing. After the service the children
reported that 20 parcels valued at 15 shillings each were
were entertained, each child receiving an ice cream, apbeing posted each month and that approximately £180
ples and free tickets for the pictures.
would have to be raised to-cover the cost of parcels for
A victory dance was held in the evening and the Maoris
the 12 months. Mrs C. Haddow, Patea, offered the Asgave a number of hakas and songs. There were also
sociation a filming of the epic war picture "The True
several jolly parties at private homes.
Glory" and a collection taken up supplemented funds
Immediately after the end of the war in Europe the
for food parcels being sent to England.
food situation in Great Britain was critical; meat, butter,
Another letter of thanks received from England read
cheese and fats all being in short supply.
as follows:
In the latter part of 1946, Dominion Headquarters of
"My Dear New Zealand Comrades, How very
WAVERLEY PEACE CELEBRATIONS
The public of Waverley and district are notified
that in the event of official declaration of peace
being received before lOam, the following celebrations will be held on that day:1.30pm Thanksgiving service in the Town Hall.
Procession leaving Hall at conclusion of service
for recreation grounds. Balance of afternoon,
sports and fancy dress football match.
Spm Bonfire'
9pm Peace Celebration Dance at Town Hall. In
the event of official news being received after
lOam, the same programme will be adhered to the'
following day.
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pleased indeed I was to receive your most welcome
food parcel a few days ago. Just to show you how
much it represented in points in our ration scheme I
will tabulate the articles received and points required:
1 tin jam, 16 points; 1 tin cheese, I oz per week; 1 tin
tongues, 20 points; 23,4 Ibs soap, 6 ,weeks' ration; 1
tin dried milk, 8 points. We have 32 points to last us
the period of one month, so you see how pleased we
were with your most welcome gift. About myself, I
landed in France on D-Day as LlSgt. in the Royal
Warwicks Regiment. But unfortunately Iwas put out
of action the next day, as a result of which I am now
disabled (left leg amputated). I was awarded the M.M.
for my services. I am now married and we are of the
lucky few who have managed to get a council house
.to ourselves.
Here's good luck to you all in New
Zealand and many thanks again for your most outstanding generosity. Hoping I will be able to return
the compliment some day. - Yours sincerely, Geo.
Pittaway."
At the annual meeting in 1949, Mr R. Hammonds reported that during the past three years the Association
had spent over £300 sending food parcels to England.
It was decided to continue sending parcels for another
year but to reduce by half, the number sent.
The Association discontinued sending food parcels in
1950. Reports from England indicated that the food
shortage was not as acute as it had been after the war
and the need for food parcels had now lessened considerably.
The post war years saw a marked increased in membership. At the annual meeting in 1946 Dr P. V. Graves
presided over an attendance of 100 members, the largest number at any meeting since the Association was
formed.
A record attendance of 120 ex-servicemen with Boy
Scouts, Cubs and school children paraded at the Anzac
Day service in 1948, held in the Waverley Town Hall.
The service was conducted by the Reverends M. G.
Milmine and D. V. de Candole. The address was given
by Mr F. W. Horner of Hawera.
Following the laying of wreaths at the War Memorial
Clock Tower, Dr P. V. Graves, president of WaverleyWaitotara RS.A., officiated at the unveiling of a Roll of
Honour of the names of men from the Waverley district
who lost their lives in World War II.
Mr Horner also gave the address at the service held in
the Waitotara Town Hall.
In the afternoon, a service was held at Ihupuku Pa,
after which a Memorial was unveiled in memory of officers and men of28 Maori Battalion who lost their lives
in the war.
The Patea and Waverley Pipe Band paraded at each
service.
Four members, all South African War veterans, were

elected life members at the 1948 annual meeting. They
were Messrs. R 1. McDonald, W. A. Hurley, F. Johnston
and J. Prouse.
Beginning in 1949, the Association gradually built up
a fund which was available for assistance to ex-servicemen. Many individual cases of financial assistance from
this fund and assistance in other material ways were
handled by the committee in the post war years.
All functions held during 1949-50 were very successful- the annual ball, smoke concert, three film evenings
and a picnic. The R.S.A. picnic was an innovation. It
was undertaken mainly to give an opportunity for members and their families to gather together. The committee widened the invitation to include everyone in the
district thus returning some of the hospitality to the public for their interest and help in the past.
The procedure for Anzac Services in future years was
fully discussed at the annual meeting in 1950. After a
number of members had spoken, it was resolved that
there be a service in Waitotara and one in Waverley, but,
if possible these services be held in the morning.
It was also decided that the Waverley School service
take place the day before Anzac Day when a greater
number could be present.
The President, Dr P. V. Graves, did not seek re-e1ection at the annual meeting of the Association in 1951.
He was succeeded by Mr M. H. Dickie. The RS.A. columnist of the Wanganui Chronicle noted the regret expressed in many quarters that Dr Graves had retired
' ... "Doc" is known and respected by hundreds of exservicemen throughout New Zealand, both for his humanitarian ideals and for his practical wisdom of R.S.A.
policy and methods ...'
Dr Graves joined Waverley RS.A. in 1928 and that
same year was elected vice-president. He was elected
president in 1931 and held office until the outbreak of
World War II in 1939. Dr Graves was re-elected president in 1945.
During the war he served overseas with medical services, 2NZEF - Regimental Medical Officer, Divisional
Cavalry Regiment in Egypt and Commanding Officer 4
Field Ambulance in the Western Desert campaign, I94().
and in Greece. On returning to New Zealand in 194_.
he was appointed Assistant Director Medical Services,
Central Military District, with the rank of Colonel.
A large procession was a feature of Waverley's Coronation celebrations on June 2, 1953. Sixteen decorated
floats were in the procession. It paraded through the main
street of the town in the morning, and in the afternoon
on the recreation grounds.
First prize for the best decorated vehicle went to the
Waverley-Waitotara RS.A. float. The tray of the truck
was lined with sandbags and draped with mosquito netting. Returned servicemen fired blank cartridges as the
procession moved along.

The R.S.A. Ball was a popular social event in Waverley. Pictured is the large attenda~ce at the 1953 Ball.
A popular float was that of the Waverley Rugby Club
decorated with the club colours. A civic float was devoted to slogans for such community efforts as "Our
£3000 grandstand" and the rose garden.
The old pump fire engine - a familiar sight in earlier
years - was taken out of storage for the occasion. There
was also a float with girls in various types of sporting
attire and several trucks decorated with greenery and
bunting.
A photo of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, was
awarded to the Association as first prize in the Coronation Day floats. The photo was framed and presented
by the committee to Dr P. V. Graves in recognition of
his services to Waverley- Waitotara RS.A.
In April 1954, several local organisations began raisin: noney to assist the Waverley Town Board in replac- .
ing the floor in the Town Hall.
Waverley-Waitotara R.S.A. arranged a social evening
at Mr 1. T. Casey's residence and as a result a cheque for
£40 was presented to the Town Hall appeal committee.
Two members of the visiting Australian Anzac delegation, Messrs H. Jackson and F. W. Wilson, from Tasmania and Victoria respectively, were entertained by
members at a dinner and social at the Clarendon Hotel
on April 27, 1954. There was a good attendance and
the evening was very enjoyable.
During the early 1950s the matter of the Association
having its own meeting or club rooms was discussed at
annual general meetings.
The general feeling was that a club as a meeting place
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and to display circulars and information, would be very
beneficial to the Association. Against this there was the
employment of a caretaker who would have to be paid a
reasonable retainer, and various other aspects would have
to be taken into consideration. It was considered that
the cost of purchasing a section and erecting a building
were prohibitive for a small Association.
At the annual general meeting in May 1954, one of
the matters discussed was a proposal to purchase the
Gospel Hall in Waverley for use as a R.S.A. club room.
The hall was owned by The Stewards Trust of New Zealand. The secretary, Mr Gordon Couchman, gave a
resume of the information he had obtained and also details of alterations that would be necessary if the hall
was purchased. It was decided to make further inquiries and if possible obtain an option to purchase.
Later that same month the Trust solicitors advised that
the price at which the Trust was prepared to sell the property and chattels was £750 cash. At a meeting of the
Association's Emergency Committee on June 4, 1954,
it was resolved to send a telegram to the solicitors offering to purchase the Gospel Hall at £750 cash. This was
followed by a letter enclosing a formal offer.
The action of the Emergency Committee was approved
by the committee and confirmed by members at a Special General Meeting. At this meeting there was discussion on the cost of proposed alterations to the hall. Finally it was decided that when the purchase of the property was finalised, steps be taken to raise £750 for the
suggested alterations.

PICTURED AT WAVERLEY BEFORE LEAVING TO SEE THE
QUEEN

THE ROYAL VISIT TO PATEA.
JANUARY 8, 1954
During the Royal visit to New Zealand of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II and His Royal Highness, the
Duke of Edinburgh, in December 1953, and January 1954, the Royal couple travelled through the North and
South Islands by road, in the air and by rail.
On January 8, 1954, the Queen and Duke travelled by the Royal train from Palmerston North to New
Plymouth. Short stops were made at Feilding and Marton and at Wanganui where a civic reception was held
in Cooks Gardens. After leaving Wanganui lunch was served on the Royal train and mid-afternoon the train
arrived at Patea.
The show piece at the station was a floral tribute on the bank at the back of the station. In a bank of
hydrangeas - 99 feet long and 6 feet high - was worked ELIZABETH - WELCOME TO PATEA- PHILIP.
Their names were in pink, WELCOME TO PATEA was in red, and a design of blue and gold crowns, the
whole standing out against a background of blue with a 'pink border. A small dais was decorated with
flowers and bunting.
At a short ceremony the Mayor and Mayoress of Patea.Jvlr' and Mrs. G.W.T. Corbett, were presented to
the Queen and Duke by Mr S.G. Holland and a bouquet of roses was presented to the Queen by Miss Pamela
Maule. The roses were gathered from Dr and Mrs Graves garden at Waverley.
After the presentation of a number of district residents the Queen and Duke walked slowly along the
parade of returned servicemen. All too soon the Royal. visit was ended. After a stop of twenty minutes, the
Royal visitors boarded the train and left for Hawera.

''I'
Dr P.V. Graves

The Queen waves to the children at Patea.
Waverley- Waitotara and Patea ex-servicemen stand below the floral greeting. Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A.
members are at the left of the photo.

The Queen with the bouquet of
Mrs Mollie Graves
roses from Dr Graves garden. It
Mrs Graves is wearing the Corona- was made by Mrs Fleet of Patea
tion medal awarded to her in the and presented to the Queen by Miss
Coronation Day Honours List.
Pamela Maule.

Queen Elizabeth speaking to members of Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A.
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Following the purchase the Gospel Hall rapidly lost
its old shape as working bees under the control of committee members made steady progress with the alterations. Trees donated by Mr W. F. Alexander were felled
and milled, New Zealand Forest Products Ltd. gave expert advice on the erection of Pinex wall boards, Mr N.
T. Clancey assisted with the plumbing work and Mr R.
Upton carried out the wiring for the lighting and heating. Two thirds of the work was of a voluntary nature.
What was a 38 ft by 19 ft Gospel Hall rapidly became
a 63 ft by 40 ft R.S.A. hall.
Des Johnston, in charge of building alterations remembers:
"When the hall was purchased I think the idea was
to add a kitchen and toilets and leave the building as
it was.
However, it was decided to extend the hall and it
became a progression of extensions. Extra piles had
to be put in, trusses made up for a new roof, and new
flooring laid to join up with the existing floor. When

it was decided to extend further, the interior was rebuilt and Concer Board put on the outside and roughcast.
We, as builders had the assistance of R.S.A. members who were willing workers. But it wasn't an easy
job and caused me a great deal of worry, especially
for the safety of the workers."
The building was converted into a spacious hall for
social functions and dancing, a stage with well appointed
dressing rooms, and a kitchen.
.Dr P. V. Graves offered that the framed photo of Her
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, presented to him by the
Association, and the Certificate of Merit awarded to him
by N.Z.R.S.A. be hung in the R.S.A. hall.
The offer was accepted with pleasure.
Waverley R.S.A. hall was opened on August 27, 1955, .
by the Dominion president of the N.Z.R.S.A., Mr K. L.
Fraser, Wellington.
President of Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A., Mr Maurice
Dickie presided at the opening and introduced the vari-

II:
I
Ill'

,I

N.Z.R.S.A. Certificate

of Merit awarded

to Dr P.V. Graves

The Certificate of Merit and 'M' badge is awarded to members of N.Z.R.S.A.
standing honorary service to the Association for the benefit of their comrades.

who have rendered

out-

ous speakers. He expressed thanks to all who had contributed to the effort.
The Wanganui Chronicle reported that 'Mr Dickie was
supported in his remarks by Mr A. B. Cunningham,
chairman of the Waverley Town Council, Mr W. R. Hunt,
deputy chairman of Patea County Council and Mr R. E.
Jack, M.P. for Patea.
Mr Fraser said it was the desire of the R.S .A. to help
the community, to be part of the community and wherever he went he was invariably impressed by the fact
that the R.S.A. had the goodwill of the public. Without
that goodwill it would not be able to function. It was by
such efforts as that at Waverley that that goodwill was
strengthened. The N.Z.R.S.A. was a very big organisation, some 140,000 members, and it was kept alive by
such branches as that at Waverley ...
The Rev. W. Porteous blessed the new building, and
dedicated it to the fulfilment of the purpose for which it
was intended.
After the official opening of the hall, the large attendance inspected its amenities. All were agreeably surprised at what had been achieved.'
Later, at the home ofMr and Mrs M. Dickie the members of the official party and their wi ves were guests at a
four to six 0' clock social function. That evening a social and dance was held for members of the WaverIeyWaitotara R.S.A. and their wives. This was the first organised function in the new hall.
Funds of the Association were boosted by £600 as the
result of a garden party held at the residence of Mr and
Mrs W. F. Alexander on December 10, 1955. The party
featured a visit by Father Christmas, who landed by plane
within 50 yards of the crowd. Other features were boat
rides on the lake, a large bazaar and music provided by
the Patea and Waverley Districts Pipe Band.
Two members of the Australian ex-servicemen's delegation, in New Zealand to attend the Anzac Day Commemoration Services, were in Waverley on April 20 and
21, 1956. Both men were from Victoria - Angus
McGilvray and Alex Noy.
[he two visitors, in company with Messrs R. Russell,
E. V. O'Keefe and 1. Brock of the Wanganui R.S.A.,
were taken by car from Wanganui to Waverley on Friday, April 20. Mr and Mrs W. F. Alexander entertained
them, Wanganui visitors, and three members of
Waverley-Waitotara R.S.A. to dinner.
That same evening, Waverley-Waitara R.S.A., in its
new hall, arranged a smoke concert at which the two
visitors were guests of honour. During the evening toasts
were honoured and Mr E. Thomas, well known in musical and dramatic circles in Wanganui, contributed several items. The two Victorians were the guests of Mr
and Mrs Alexander overnight.
On Saturday, Mr Alexander took the visitors for a short
tour of inspection of Waverley farm lands. Later, as
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president of the Waverley Racing Club he took the two
Victorians to the Waverley races as his guests.
After the sixth race, a representative of New Plymouth
R.S.A., met with the two Australians and took them on
to New Plymouth.
In presenting his annual report to the annual meeting
in 1956, the president, Mr M. H. Dickie, made special
reference to the opening during the year ofthe Association's hall. He said "it was gratifying for the R.S.A. to
have its own home. The public had been swift to recognise the amenities available in the hall and bookings had
been heavy."
Membership, which stood at an all time high figure of
209, was an indication of the renewed interest being
taken in the affairs of the Association.
During the meeting Mr Dickie made reference to the
lengthy service rendered to the Association by a retiring member of the committee, Mr C. H. Harden. Mr
Harden was a foundation member of Waverley R.S.A.
and had served on the committee for 18 years. Mr Dickie
also paid tribute to Mr J. H. Pepper, the Association's
bugler since its inception in 1920. Mr Pepper recalled
that he served on the committee during the 1920s and it
was 50 years since he first played the bugle in Waverley.
In March 1957, Mr Gordon Couchman, secretarytreasurer, was appointed secretary-manager of Rotorua
R.S.A. Before his departure from Waverley, the Association presented him with a radiogram in appreciation
of his services as committee member, secretary and treasurer.
The R.S.A. hall was proving a worthwhile amenity
for the town, its size being ideal for an average social
gathering. Charges of hire which were arranged when
the hall was opened, were adjusted in 1957. At the annual meeting that same year, it was recommended to the
incoming committee that a general increase of 10 per
cent be made in hall charges, and that a separate account be kept for the hall funds.

ANZAC DAY PARADES, 1958.
Waitotara - Ihupuku Pa 9.15am.
Waitotara - Memorial Gates 9.30am.
Waitotara Service - Town Hall 9.45am.
Waverley Returned Servicemen are requested to
parade at the RSA Hall, Waverley at 10.45am.
Service to be held in Town Hall,
Waverley at 11am.
Catholic Service - Catholic Returned Servicemen are requested to parade at St Francis de
Sales Church, Waverley at 8.45am.
Dress - Mufti and medals.
K.B. O'Leary. Hon. Secretary.

Advertisement,

Wanganui Chronicle April 23, 1958.

draped below the ceiling which was interlaced with flowers and tinsel.

One of the first tasks of the new committee was to
elect a secretary in succession to Gordon Couchman.
Mr K. B. O'Leary who had been acting secretary was
elected to the position.
At a special meeting held before the annual meeting
in 1958, a notice of motion of raising, the subscriptions
to £1 was taken. This was passed, there being no dissenters.
In his annual report, the president, Mr M. H. Dickie
said the Association was in a sound financial position.
The debt on the hall was just about paid off and the next
year should show the Association in credit again.
Mr Dickie announced that he was retiring and thanked
members for their support during his seven years of office. He was succeeded by Mr R I. Lupton.
In recognition of his service as bugler since 1920, Mr
1. H. Pepper was unanimously elected an honorary Life.
Member of the Association.
The 1960s were busy years for the Association and
Women's Section. The programme began in February
with a picnic at the Waverley beach, then followed a
bring and buy stall at Waverley, bowls day, Poppy Day
sales, Anzac Day with wreath laying ceremonies at
ANZAC

DAY 1962

Marcel Schepens was well known in Waverley for
his work in looking after the sick and aged. He was a
Brigadier in the Belgian army during the Great War .•
Marcel was a member of the Association and caretaker of the R.S.A. Hall in the 1960s.

The walls were decorated with greenery, ferns and
flowers, transforming the hall into a glittering garden.
A buffet supper prepared by the Women's Section of
the RS.A. did justice to the many hours of preparation.
Couples danced to music from The Cinders of
Wanganui'.
World War I veterans, living in the district, were guests
of honour at the annual dinner held in the RS.A. hall in
April 1965. That same year in an endeavour to support
youth activities in the district, the committee decided
that organisations requiring the RS.A. hall for public
youth activities would be granted the use, free of charge,
On Monday October 17, 1966, the Governor-General,
Sir Bernard Ferguson and Lady Ferguson stopped at
Waverley during their journey from Wanganui to Patea.
The party was officially welcomed at the recreation
ground by the Waverley Town Council chairman, Mr
G. H. Milne, who presented Sir Bernard with a book
about the pioneer local doctor, "Harvey Come Quick".
Sir Bernard inspected a guard of honour of returned
.servicernen before leaving for Whenuakura.
Mr H. R. Hammonds long period of service to the
Association as committee member, secretary, and treasurer was recognised on December 14, 1968, with the
presentation of the N.Z.RS.A. Certificate of Merit and
'M' badge award.

Waverley and Waitotara, the annual dinner, golf day, the
annual ball, ladies' night, children's Christmas party and
combined RS.A. and Women's Section Christmas party.
Mr RI. Lupton retired in 1961 after serving three years
as president. He was succeeded by Mr P. 1. M Coleman
who retired in 1963. In subsequent years, several presidents served a term of two years.
1an uary 1963, saw the departure from Waverley of Dr
and Mrs P. V. Graves. In appreciation of their considerable contribution to RS.A. activities and to organisations in the district over a period of 37 years, Dr Graves
was awarded Life Membership of WaverIey-Waitotara
R.S.A. and Mrs Graves, Life Membership of the Women's Section.
The main social event of the year was the annual ball.
The profit from this popular function was the Association 's main source of income. Each year the committee,
with the co-operation of the Women's Section worked
hard to ensure the ball was a social and financial success.
The Wanganui Chronicle in its issue of August 5, 1964,
reported 'This year's RS.A. ball held in the Waverley
Town Hall was attended by 120 couples and was as big
a success as last year's ball.
A striking effect in decoration was achieved by nets

Pictured outside the R.S.A. hall are Mr P. J. M.
Coleman, president of Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A.
and Colonel W. J. Boyd, Wanganui.
The services at Waverley and Waitotara were conducted by the Rev. J. S. Freeman and the benediction pronounced by the Rev. N. B. Smith. The address at both services was given by Colonel Boyd.

•

Taranaki archives @ www.new-plymouth.com

At the annual general meeting in 1971, members approved a motion that all World War I members of
WaverIey- Waitotara RS.A. be granted free membership
from April 1, 1972. That same year the total membership was 81.
Maintaining the RS.A. hall in a reasonable state was
a matter of concern to the Association. In earlier years
the floor was renewed and renovations carried out. Later,
members helped paint the exterior of the hall, work was
carried out to comply with Health Department regulations, two Kleenaires' were installed and additional tables obtained.
However, the amount received from hall hire had fallen
and as a result there was a loss each year in the hall
account.
The committee organised a "200" club raffle in 1973
to raise funds for improvements and amenities for the
hall. The raffle was a financial success and the hall account was boosted by $571.
That same year the R.S.A. annual dinner was held at
the Clarendon Hotel instead of the RS.A. hall. In later
years the Association moved with the times and invited
members wives and the Women's Section to attend the
annual dinner. Another change in 1973 was to hold a
social function at the R.S.A. hall to take the place of the
cabaret.
The matter of the future of the hall was raised at the
annual general meeting in 1976. There were certain essential repairs required. Various aspects of retaining and
maintaining the hall were discussed and the matter was
deferred until the following year.
At an extraordinary general meeting held on April 28,
1977, after much discussion, it was decided to call tenders for the sale of the hall and property.
The tender of Rodger Dickie (N.Z.) Ltd, was accepted
and the property transferred to the new owner in August
1977. The tables and trestles were donated to the
Waverley Primary School and the chairs to the Kohi Hall
Committee.
Since 1977, RS.A. functions have been held at either
the Clarendon Hotel or Waverley Hotel. Committee and
annual meetings are held in the lounge at the Waverley
Hotel.
The number of members on the roll at December 31,
1979, was 54.

Mr H.R. Hammonds
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The function, held at the RS.A. hall, was attended by
a large gathering of members, their wives, and representatives oflocal bodies and organisations that Russell
had been involved with.
Mr Murray Rowe, N.Z.RS.A. District President, made
the presentation.

WAVERLEY-WAITOTARA

R.S.A. COMMITTEE PICTURED WITH THE DOMINION PRESIDENT
AND DISTRICT PRESIDENT. 1980.

PRESENTATION OF 'M' BADGE

The annual general meeting of N.z.R.S.A. Dominion
Council in 1980, amended the rules of N.Z.R.S.A. to
admit ex-servicemen who served as a uniformed member in time of peace with the Armed Forces of New Zealand or of any other country which was a member of the
British Commonwealth of Nations.
In 1981, Dominion Council passed a remit recommending that all local R.S.A.s amend their membership
rule to provide for the admission of' Service Members' .
Two were admitted to Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A. in
1982. Over the years the number of service members in
the Association have increased gradually.
The Waverley- Waitotara RS.A. Trust Fund Deed was
approved in 1982. Since then numerous grants have
been made for welfare purposes and to various organisations.
From time to time Waverley- Waitotara RS.A. has also
contributed, according to its funds, to local projects and
National appeals - a food mixer donated to the Waverley
Maternity Home, donation to the Thames-Paeroa Flood
Relief Fund, $250 to the Waverley Lions Club towards
the cost of building a garage at Lammermoor Flats, $100
to the Life Education Trust appeal, $300 towards the
cost of refurbishing the Waverley School War Memorial and a donation towards the purchase of a television
set for the Waverley Bowling Club clubroom.

Mr W.D. Leuchars, NZRSA Dominion President
presenting the 'M' badge to Mr K.B. O'Leary.
From left: H.G. Walker, R.A. Aiken, G.H.C. Bennett (treasurer) H.G. Powell (vice president) W.D. Leuchars
(Dominion president) M.P. Condon, J.F. Alexander (president) S.c. Cutler, E.S. Peyton (District president)
K.B. O'Leary (secretary) H.R. Hammonds.

Pictured following the presentation ofthe award are (from left): J.F Dellaca, C.H. Prout, N.A. McLean, M.P.
Condon (past presidents), K.B. O'Leary, J.F. Alexander (president), H.R. Hammonds (awarded the 'M'
badge and Certificate of Merit in 1968) and A.D. Fairweather (past president).

.

Mr K. B. O'Leary was presented with the N.Z.RS.A.
Certificate of Merit and 'M' badge award at a well attended function held in the Clarendon Hotel on July 16,
1980. In making the presentation Mr W. D. Leuchars,
N.Z.RS.A. Dominion President, paid tribute to the work
Kevin had done for Waverley-Waitotara R.S.A. in the
years he had held office and his involvement in local
community activities.

In view of the decline in membership several minor
alterations were made to the Associations rules during
the late 1970s.
TI1 . main changes were:• One vice-president to be elected.
• The committee to consist of seven elected members
of the Association.
• That the quorum for any general meeting be twelve
and for committee meetings be six.
• The financial year to begin on January l st each year
and end on December 31 st that same year.
At an extraordinary general meeting held on January
30, 1980, it was decided to form a trust fund for welfare
purposes. Subsequently an investment account at the
ANZ bank and New Zealand Dairy Board investment
were transferred from the Association's funds to the trust
and invested in the name of the Waverley-Waitotara
R.S.A. Trust Fund.
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Mr and Mrs E.S. Lupton (owners) pictured with
Kiwi, winner of the 1983 Melbourne Cup. Ewen
(Snow) is a member of Waverley-Waitotara R.S.A.
Anne, holding the Melbourne Cup, is a member of
the R.S.A. Women's Section.
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ANZAC DAY PARADE AT WAITOTARA

.

1989

Banquet Hall in Parliament. Unfortunately, a "Live
Spectacular" performance- scheduled to take place in the
Basin Reserve was cancelled because of weather conditions. Mr M. P. Condon accompanied by his daughter,
Margaret, represented Waverley- Waitotara R.S .A. at the
commemorative service and luncheon.
In recognition of services rendered to the Association
Mr S. C. Cutler was awarded Life Membership in 1993.
At a function held in the Waverley Hotel on September
19,1993, Mr Cutler-was presented with his Life Membership badge and Certificate.
Mr T. J. Mathews,
Wanganui, N.Z.R.S.A. district president, made the presentation.

Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A. president, Mr J. F. Alexander, holds a plaque of appreciation presented to
the Association by soldiers from the Queen Alexandra
Mounted Rifles, based at Waiouru. Lieutenant-Colonel N. J. Reilly, Officer Commanding Q.A.M.R., was
guest speaker at the Waverley Anzac Day memorial
service in 1994. He was accompanied by a detachment of soldiers from the unit at the Waverley and
Waitotara service.

From right: K.B. O'Leary, S.C. Cutler, M.P. Condon, E.J. Hurley, H.R. Hammonds, B.E. Belton, J.F. Alexander, (obscured), S.N. Hamlin, G.H.C. Bennett, L.S. Duffy (obscured), R.A. Aiken, J.F. Dellaca, A. Nui,
B.A. Walker, M.M. Tinirau, R.L. Hotter, J.A. Smith, M. Bennett (obscured), P.M. Soloman.

'I

WAVERLEY-WAITOTARA

R.S.A. TURNS 70'

Waverley-Waitotara R.S.A. celebrated the 70th anniversary of its formation with a social function held at
the Clarendon Hotel on January 27, 1990.
Mr M. Beck, president, welcomed a large gathering
of members, their wives, and members of the Women's
Section which was formed in 1956. Mr T. 1. Mathews,
N.Z.R.S.A.· district president, after congratulating
Waverley-Waitotara R.S.A. on its 70th birthday spoke
of the work of R.S.A.s in providing welfare and advice
on warpensions. The last speaker was Mr M. P. Condon
who gave a brief account of the Association's beginning and the work carried out by the first committee.
A birthday cake with 70 candles, made and iced by
Mrs E. Beck was cut by Mr Beck, and Mrs G. Lee, president of the Women's Section.
Anzac Day 1990, marked the 75th anniversary of the
landing at Gallipoli. The Princess Royal, Princess Anne,
came to New Zealand especially for Anzac Day and after attending the Dawn Service at Auckland flew to
Wellington for the national commemoration activities.
The special events commenced with the Service of Commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the landing at
Gallipoli held at the Wellington Cathedral. Fourteen
Gallipoli veterans and their escorts attended the service
and later met the- Princess Royal at a luncheon at the

,

Waverley-Waitotara
R.S.A. president, Mr M. Beck,
and Mrs G. Lee, president,
Waverley- Waitotara
RS.A. Women's Section.

Pictured following the presentation
of the Life
Membership badge and Certificate are (from left) Mr
T.J. Mathews, Mr S.c. Cutler and Mr J.F. Alexander.
. The 75th anniversary of the end of the Great War at
the II th hour on the II th day of the II th month, 1918,
was commemorated at a ceremony at the Waverley Primary School War Memorial on Remembrance Day,
1993.
The pupils under the principal, Mrs Tuffield, teachers
and members of the public assembled at the memorial
where Mr M. Condon explained the significance of the
occasion.
At 11 o'clock the Waverley Fire Station siren sounded
and the bell at the Church of the Good Shepherd was
rung. All paused for one minute's silence in memory of
those who gave their lives in the Great War and their
comrades who had since passed on. The Rev. D. Day
led those present in prayers in remembrance of all who
had died in the war.
To commemorate the anniversary a tree was planted
at the school War Memorial site by Mr John Alexander,
president of Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A. and Jesse
Condon a school pupil.
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In May 1994, Mr M.P. Condon returned to Italy for the
50th commemoration of the Battle of Monte Cassino.
He was a member of the New Zelanad official contingent of 83 veterans which attended the British Commonwealth and New Zealand memorial services at Cassino, and the service at the Sangro River Commonwealth
War Graves Cemetery.
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AWARD OF A GOLD STAR BADGE
TO 206255 KEVIN BERNARD O'LEARY
Mr Kevin O'Leary was presented with the N.Z.R.S.A.
Gold Star award at a function held in the Clarendon
Hotel, Waverley on June 29, 1994.
Kevin became the first member of the WaverleyWaitotara R.S.A. to receive a Gold Star award.
Mr John Alexander, president of Waverley- Waitotara
R.S.A. extended a welcome to members and visitors and
said it was a great occasion for the Association - the
award to Kevin was well deserved.
The citation was read by Mr J. Mainwaring,
N.Z.R.S.A. district president.

"

'I'

'

Kevin Bernard O'Leary was elected to the
Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A. Executive in 1956. The
following year he was appointed Secretary and has
an unbroken record of thirty six years in this position to his credit. In addition, he has held the positionof Vice-President since April 1986. He has also
represented the Association at District and Dominion Council meetings.
Over the years he has always been to the fore in
looking after the welfare of local R.S.A. members.
Among the duties he has undertaken, has been hospital visiting and transport of members to Wanganui
and further afield for doctor and hospital appointments.
The Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A. Trust Fund was
established in 1982. That same year Kevin was appointed Secretary - a position he still holds.
Kevin was awarded the 'M' badge and N.Z.R.S.A.
Certificate of Merit in July 1980.
He served with Jayforce 1947-48, and Kayforce
1950-54. In Korea, Kevin held the rank of Warrant
Officer II - Battery Sergeant Major, 16th Field Regiment and Company Sergeant Major, 10 NZ Transport Company.
Following the formation of the Wanganui branch,
New Zealand Kayforce Veterans Association, Kevin
was elected President and has held that position on
several occasions. Despite the removal of his larynx,
he has continued his interest in the welfare of
Kayforce Veterans and is currently President of the
branch.
In 1978 he was elected National President of
N.Z.KV.A. and held that position until 1986. That
same year he was made a Life Member of the Association.
Kevin served on the Waverley Town Council for
two terms and represented Council on a number of
outside bodies.
Over the years he has been involved in sport in the
Waverley district. Kevin played rugby for the local

club, was a member of the Waverley Rugby Football
Club committee 1961-64 and served on the Club's
Centennial Committee, 1977_
For over thirty years the Waverley- Waitotara
R.S.A. has held an annual bowls tournament. During that period Kevin has organised "Bowls Day" on
behalf of the Association.
Kevin was President ofthe Waverley Bowling Club
1988-90 and Secretary 1990-92.
The N.Z.R.S.A. Dominion President, Mr David Cox
presented the award.

later changed to the General Secretary now Chief Executive."
Kevin paid a tribute to his wife, Pat, for all the work
she had done when he was involved on different committees.
"There were times when I would be at meetings as
many as three or more times a week and she had the
job of looking after the children and me, answering
the phone and taking messages,
I would also like to express my thanks to everyone
for the kindness and patience shown to me since my
operation ..."
The 75th anniversary of the formation of Waverley
R.S.A. was celebrated at an evening function held at the
Clarendon Hotel on March 1, 1995.
Speakers, after Mr J. F. Alexander, president of
Waverley-Waitotara R.S.A. had welcomed the guests,
were Mr M. P. Condon, who gave a brief history of the
Association, Mr S. Vautier, president of Wanganui
R.S.A., andMr M. H. Dickie, Taupo, who proposed the
toast to Waverley-Waitotara R.S.A ..
During the evening opportunity was taken to present
Mr Michael Condon with his Life Membership Certificate and badge.
An anniversary cake made and iced by Mrs Jean
Fairweather was cut by Mrs Voila Dellaca, president of
the Women's Section and Mr John Alexander.

Mrs V.Dellaca, Waverley- Waito'tara R.S.A. Women's
Section president, and Mr J.F. Alexander cutting the
cake at the 75th anniversary function.

Mr David Cox, N.Z.R.S.A. president, presents the
Gold Star badge to Mr Kevin O'Leary for outstanding service to the R.S.A. movement.
Kevin and Pat's daughter, Mrs Maureen Bartlett, returned thanks on behalf of Kevin.
... "The nomination would have to be one of the best
kept secrets in Waverley for years as I knew nothing
about it until Tom Mathews, our past District President,
rang me in February to say I had been awarded the Gold
Star."
Kevin recalled that since being elected secretary in
1957 he had served under 15 presidents.
"In 1958 admission to the annual ball was Men 15/
- Ladies 10/- Double £1/5/- and Onlookers 5/-. In
those days quite a number of ladies used to come to
the Ball and sit upstairs and watch - no doubt to see
the fashions and to compare notes about past fashions ... Many other things have altered during the years
I have been secretary. I recall that in earlier years
when writing to Headquarters it was to the Secretary,
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Waverley-Waitotara

R.s.A. president Mr J.F. Alexander, presents the Life Membership certificate to
Mr M.P. Condon.
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Tuesday May 9, 1995 was the 50th anniversary of VE
Day - the end of World War II in Europe.
In Waverley, members of Waverley-Waitotara R.S.A.
and the public attended a combined Commemorative
Church Service held in the Church of the Good Shepherd.
The service was conducted by the Reverend D. Day,
Father P. J. Cumiskey and Pastor P. Sutton. The readers
were Mr J. F. Alexander and Mrs G. Lee.
After the service, a commemorative plaque, to mark
the significance of VE Day, was unveiled by Messrs J.
F. Alexander and RE. Dallison in the Waverley War Memorial Clock Tower ground.
The sounding of the Last Post and Reveille brought
to a close the commemoration of Victory in Europe,
1945.

spoke of the significance of the gathering. Michael
Condon spoke to the pupils of what life was like for
those at home during the war, especially how it affected
young people.
Teachers, pupils and R.S.A. members then assembled
at the t1ag pole for the sounding of the Last Post and
Reveille.
The commemoration service at Saint Francis de Sales
Church commenced with a civil welcome by Mr R. E.
Dallison, Deputy Mayor, South Taranaki District Council. The service was conducted by Father P. J. Cumiskey,
Reverend Liz Carrington and Pastor P. Sutton. During
the service Mr J. F. Alexander read a passage from Hebrew Scripture and Mr M. P. Condon gave an account
of thy celebrations in Waverley and Waitotara following the surrender of Japan. The service concluded with
the Recessional Hymn "God defend New Zealand".
The congregation then moved to the War Memorial
Clock Tower ground where a commemorative plaque
was unveiled by Messrs J. F. Alexander and R. E.
Dallison. The ceremony concluded with the sounding
of the Last Post and Reveille.

THE LOGO
The central figures are from the statue in the Hall of
Memories in the National War Memorial, Wellington.
They symbolise those who were left behind, and so represent the efforts of the home front, and the families of
those who did not return. In its setting, with the ferns
arranged in a shape reminiscent of a military badge, it is
an icon of powerful emotional impact particularly to
those of the war generation. The family, with one member away at war, are seeking comfort from each other.
The motif as a whole is strongly symbolic of the crisis
of war and its effects on people. The Maori phrase at
the bottom of the emblem "he hokinga mahara", translates as "... look back, to remember..."

SPORT
WAVERLEY R.S.A. MINIATURE
RIFLE CLUB
In October 1922, in an endeavour to increase the membership of Waverley RS.A., the committee decided to
form a miniature rifle club. Members appointed to carry
out the scheme were C. E. Johnston, H. Catanach, J.
Ross, F. Christensen and L. Wales. C. E. Johnston was
elected president and L. Wales secretary.
The following month, a deputation from the club
waited on the Waverley A. & P. Association requesting
permission to build a miniature rifle range in their shed
at the recreation ground. The request was granted and
Waverley R.S.A. advanced £50 from its funds for this
purpose. A condition of the loan was that financial
members ofthe R.S.A. were to have free use of the range.
Annual subscriptions for other members were - men 10/-; ladies and boys under 16, 5/-.
A large crowd attended the opening of the range at
the A. & P. shed on Monday December 11, 1922. Mr A.
J. Adlam, chairman of the Waverley Town Board, in a
brief speech referred to the benefits of rifle shooting and
stated that the R.S.A. were to be. congratulated on their
initiative in starting miniature rifle shooting in Waverley.
Mrs C. E. Johnston fired the first shot and the range was
then declared open. Each visitor was allowed five shots
and fifty tried their skill, including most of the ladies.
The interest shown at the opening was fully maintained
during 1923. The membership of 40 included 15 ladies. A series of competition and trophy matches commenced in January that same year. During the season,
ten ladies' competitions and nine men's were fired for
trophies donated by Messrs A. E. Symes, W. Alexander,
C. E. Johnston, W. P. Wallace, J. Ross, F. Flett, F.
Christensen, G. Webster, L. Wales, A. G. Wallace, D.
McGorrery and H. Catanach. Waverley R.S.A. also
donated £15 towards the trophy fund.
Three matches were fired with the Hawera Miniature
Rifle Club and two matches with W. H. Watkins team of
veterans.
A large number of interested spectators were present
at each of two matches, ladies v men. The matches
proved to be very interesting and keenlycontested. The
men won both, each by a narrow margin. The teams
were - Ladies - Miss G. Adlam, Miss A. Davis, Mrs J.
Ross, Miss D. Davis, Mrs L. Wales, Mrs R. Wilkins,
Miss 1. Davis, Miss Webster, Mrs A. Adlam, Mrs Masters. Men - G. Webster, H. Catanach, C. E. Johnston, D.
McMillan, S. Hone, A. Old, F. Kingsford, A. Williams,
W. Alexander, J. Ross.
During the year £ I5 was repaid to the RS.A. on account of
the initial cost of the range. At the end of the financial year the
balance sheet showed a credit of £31 5s Id.

NEW
ZEALAND

During World War II, 135,000 New Zealand men and
women served overseas in the armed services.
Casualties 1939-1945
Deaths
11,617
Missing
46
Wounded
15,749
Prisoners of War
8,469
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Mr Kevin O'Leary was presented with a Korean Peace
Medal by Judge Trevor Lynch, President, N.Z.K.Y.A.
at a dinner held at Clarendon Hotel on June 17, 1995.
The Peace Medal and Citation was presented to veterans who visited Korea in April 1995. The visit coincided with the anniversary of the four day battle at
Kap'yong in April 1951.
Kevin, a former president of the New Zealand
Kayforce Veterans' Association was unable to attend the
commemoration service. At the request of N.Z.K.Y.A.
the Korean veterans awarded him the Peace medal in
recognition of many years of service to N.Z.K.Y.A. at
branch and national level.

NEW ZEALAND REMEMBERS
August 15, 1995
New Zealand Remembers, New Zealand's offical programme to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
end of World War II took place in cities, towns and communities throughout the country.
The national programme focused on Wellington where
a civic and military parade, wreath laying ceremonies, a
reception for a thousand veterans hosted by the Prime
Minister, the Rt Hon. J. Bolger, a church service, the
Carillon bell dedication, all contributed towards the commemoration of VJ Day.

The 50th anniversary of the surrender of Japan and
the end of World War II was observed in Waverley on
Tuesday August 15, 1995.
VJ Day observance at Waverley High School was attended by pupils, teachers and members of WaverleyWaitotara RS.A. Val Dyson and members of the drama
class read from Ecclesiastes Chapter 3, Verses 1-8 and

During the past 75 years Waverley- Waitotara
R.S.A. has fulfilled a very important role in the community, maintaining the general welfare of ex-servicemen and women and their dependants.
The public has always given generous support to the Association, especially the annual Poppy Day appeal.
Following the formation of the Association, the
early committees worked under difficulties. There
were times, especially during the depression of the
1930s, when membership and funds were at a very
low ebb.
The outbreak of World War II saw renewed inter-'
est in the affairs of the Association.
In 1944 every
returned serviceman in the district was a member of
the R.S.A. Since 1956, when membership reached
an all time high figure of 209, numbers have fallen
gradually.
With few avenues for recruiting new members the
number of returned members in small Associations
in rural areas must inevitably decline - in the absence
of further major wars.
In terms of numbers Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A.
is among the smaller Associations affiliated to the
N.Z.R.S.A.
At the end of the 1995 financial year there were 28
returned and 16 service members - a total of 44.
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