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Reference to records also provided much useful information:
New Zealand Gazette notices 1914-1925.
New Zealand R.S.A. - annual reports.
Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A. - minute books, annual reports.
Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A .Trust Fund - minute book.
Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A. Women's Section - minute books, annual reports.
Waverley- Waitotara R.SA Indoor Bowling Club - minute books.
WDFF Waverley branch - minute books, annual reports.
New Zealand Red Cross Society, wanganut Centre- minute books,
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is made to committees for access to records and to all who provided information and loaned
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My thanks to Martin Condon who contributed much of the photographic material, Tracey Ackroyd who typed the
manuscript, Tom Amadio who read the text, Geoff Follett, graphics, The Print Place and staff of Wanganui
Newspapers Ltd. for their assistance in printing the book.
Michael

Condon,
Wanganui.
April 1996.

This photo of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, was awarded to Waverley- Waitotara

R.S.A., as first prize

in the procession of floats at Waverley, on Coronation Day, June 2, 1953..
. .
.
.
Later it was framed and presented by the Association to Dr P.V. Graves In recognition of his services to

Where the events recorded in this history took place before the introduction of the metric system the previous Imperial unit
system has been used. For convenience a quick approximate conversion from Imperial to metric is as follows:-

Waverley- Waitotara R.S.A.
When reconstruction of the R.S.A. hall was completed in 1955, Dr Graves offered that the framed photo of
Her Majesty be hung in the hall. The offer was accepted and the photo remained there until ~he hall was sold
in August 1977. It was then placed in the care of the Waverley Bowling Club and now hangs In the clubroom.
2

I penny (1d) = I cent
6 pence (6d) = 5 cents
I shilling (1/-) = 10 cents

©

5 shillings (5/-) = 50 cents
I pound (£1) = 2 dollars
I yard (3 feet) = 0.9144 metre exactly.

Michael P. Condon
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PATRIOTIC

children's collections go into a separate fund.
In addition to collecting funds for the Countess ofLiverpool Fund, in the early months of the war the ladies
were busy organising appeals in aid of specific purposes
- Belgian Relief Fund, Queen Mary's appeal for British
Sick and Wounded Fund, British Relief Fund, Prince of
Wales Fund and Belgian Consul's Fund for Christmas
gifts to Belgian children.'
Throughout the war the secretary regularly acknowledged in the Patea and Waverley Press donations of
money, knitted articles and clothing.
On May 18, 1915, the Governor, Lord Liverpool, issued a message to the people of New Zealand,
'I doubt if any of us are prepared for the very large
number of casualties which occurred, and realising the
strain on those responsible for medical and hospital arrangements in the Mediterranean, the Prime Minister
asked me to telegraph the Secretary of State asking
whether there was any particular way in which New
Zealand could further assist in the care of the sick and
wounded. He has received a reply which while assuring
us that arrangements have been made, stated that a fully
equipped hospital ship, primarily intended for the conveyance of New Zealanders from the front to the base
hospitals, would be a most welcome gift.'
His Excellency wrote the letter with the object of asking the people of New Zealand to assist him to equip the
hospital ship for the service for which she was required.
'Much will be required not only for the ship but for
advance hospitals, which will very shortly be leaving
these shores. Bedding, blankets, sheets, pillows, pillow-cases, pyjamas, surgical instruments, bandages,
medicines, drugs, etc, will be necessary, of which some
will have to be ordered in England in a few days time.'
The cost of hiring, fitting out and manning "HS.
Maheno" had been undertaken by the Government.
There was a splendid response from the ladies of

LEAGUE

The Countess of Liverpool, wife of the Governor of
New Zealand, made an appeal to the women of New
Zealand on August 5, 1914, to start a fund in every centre, under a small committee of ladies.
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The official declaration of war with Germany was announced in Britain on August 4, 1914. It followed
weeks of reports of troop mobilisations in Europe after the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand of AustriaHungary.
Within twenty four hours, New Zealand followed Britain and declared war. That same day the Government ordered the mobilisation of territorials for service at home.
The New Zealand Expeditionary Force, mainly volunteers, was assembled and the Main Body sailed from
Wellington on October 16. The force was intended for France but with the Australian contingent was redirected to Egypt.
During the course of the four years ofthe Great War over 100,000 men left New Zealand for the battlefields
of Egypt, Gallipoli, Palestine and Europe. This was just under 10 % of the total population of New Zealand
at that time. New Zealand casualties were extremely high - 16,697 lost their lives, 41,317 were wounded - a
58% casualty rate.
.
.
At Waverley, two patriotic organisations were formed within ten days of the declaration of war. Both
played a significant part in support of men overseas and in camp in New Zealand, the sick and wounded in
hospital, and with welfare assistance to returned soldiers and their dependents after the war.

::: :::..:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~

TOWN BOARD

A meeting of ladies is hereby convened for Monday
10th August, 1914 at 3pm at the Town Board's building to arrange for the collection of funds, and suitable
garments for the NZ forces that are being mobilised.
R.P. Palmer, Chairman

Advertisement.

Wanganui Chronicle, August 8, 1914.

The ladies of Waverley district met on August 10 with
the object of advancing Lady Liverpool's scheme - to
accept contributions either in money or in kind for the
N. Zealand forces.
Mr R.P. Palmer presided over a large attendance and
the following were elected an executive committee to
collect funds:- Mesdames O. Symes, W.e. Christie, R.
Franklin, A.G. Wallace, R.V Merriman, F. Johnston,
G.w. Miller, W. Coleman, T Taylor, W.H. Watkins and
Miss Isa Cheyne as secretary and Mrs W.J. Davis treasurer.
The matter of subscription wjls discussed, and it was
decided that the sum of one shilling be the nominal sum
accepted, although the sum could be exceeded by those
who felt inclined to give more. It was also decided that
the collection of subscriptions be confined to the ladies,
though the committee would gratefully accept voluntary subscriptions from gentlemen.
It was thought advisable in the meantime that school

~~~~~;:f:~:~:~f~~t~~,;;H
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the effect that the "M aheno" has proved of the greatest assistance in attending to the needs of the sick
and wounded, and that in the course of her valuable
work over two thousand cases have been dealt with
in a space of eight days. Taking into consideration
this testimony to the value of the "Maheno", and the
increasing demand for the treatment andconveyance
of sick and wounded, the New Zealand Government,
with the advice of the Imperial Authorities, who stated
that an additional ship would be a real and substantial help and would be eagerly welcomed, have de~ided to fit out and dispatch a second Hospital Ship
with the least possible delay.
In view of this, it is proposed to equip the new vessel.on the same lines as the "Maheno" and with regard to the question of gifts in kind, I desire to make
a further appeal to the generosity of the people of
New Zealand ..."
Listed was a total number of some 60,000 articles required for the second New Zealand Hospital Ship - the
"Marama":
Lord Liverpool stated that the cost of surgical instruments, drugs, etc would be met out of money already in
hand, 'as it is absolutely essential that the Medical Officer in charge of the ship should personally supervise
and select these stores'.
'Should there be any surplus articles after completing
the equipment they will be utilised for the benefit of '
New Zealand sick and wounded wherever required.'
The Patea and Waverley Press in its issue of November 22, 1915~ reported on Waverley'S contribution:"A visitor to Waverley on Saturday, might have

Waverley and district to Lord Liverpool's appeal.
A case containing feather pillows, pillow cases, sheets,
towels, pyjamas, bed socks and bandageswas sent from
Waverley to Wellington on June 2, 1915, for "B.S.
Maheno".
That same day Mrs Muir forwarded to Wellington a
case containing 372 pairs of socks, 20 balaclavas and 3
scarves knitted for soldiers.
The Patea and Waverley Press in its issue of June 11,
1915, reported that, 'On Tuesday last Mrs Muir forwarded two cases of goods containing the following towards the Hospital Ship equipment - 21 pair felt slippers, 10 pair bed socks, 24 towels, 1 pair blankets, 1
quilt, 75 sheets, 173 pillow cases, 18 singlets, 18 flannel shirts, 60 flannel night shirts, 12 pyjama suits, 1 pair
pyjama trousers, 4 knitted scarves, 72 Red Cross bandages, 103 white triangular bandages, 256 unbleached
bandages, 229 surgical bandages, 59 many tailed bandages, 56 knitted eye bandages, 103 handkerchiefs, 4
feather pillows, 24 balaclavas, 2 pair underpants, 18 pair
hand knitted socks, 9 books.'
In addition bank drafts for£343 10s and £75 17s were
forwarded to the Hospital Ship Fund.
The Waverley Ladies' Patriotic League was formed
at a meeting held at Waverley on July 16, 1915.
Mrs H. P. Mitcalfe and Mrs O. Symes convened the
meeting to form an organisation in the district where
ladies could meet and work to provide comforts for sick
and wounded soldiers.
Mrs D. McIvor was elected president and Miss Isa
Cheyne secretary. The committee comprised Mesdames
H. P. Mitcalfe, Gosnell and F. Johnston, Misses Brewer
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Nurse C.H. Mathews, Waitotara, left New Zealand
for Egypt on H.S. "Marama" December 4, 1915.
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Zealand Hospital Ship "Marama", that the greater
portion of the bedding for the ship was to be sent
from the Waverley district.
The Town Hall seemed to the casual observer to be
stocked like a large draper's shop with all sorts of
things for the comfort of our gallant boys, who have
gone forward to suffer on our behalf. The whole of
the stage at the Hall was taken up with feather pillows, which had been provided by willing hands. In
addition to these there were sheets, pillow cases and
bed covers sufficient for no less than 24 beds.
On tables around the side of the Hall, were other
comforts for those on the Hospital Ship, including
face cloths, balaclavas, bed socks, shirts, flannel
waistcoats and above all some magnificent dressing
gowns made out of coloured blankets. These will
prove a great boon to the patients and will we have
no doubt, be eagerly sought after... The exhibition to
one who had merely read on what was being done in
the district for the Hospital Ship was a revelation,
and incidentally went to show what could be accom:

A letter from Mrs Luke, mayoress 0~M'eliJingt0n,stated I
that she would be pleased to help Waverley ladies in
any way possible. If money was sent to Wellington she
would be able to arrange the purchase of material at
wholesale prices and would also send patterns. It was
decided to get the initial supply of material from Wellington.
During the war the League met in the supper room of
the Town Hall each Friday afternoon. Articles sewn or
knitted at home were handed in, material was cut out,
and the ladies present knitted, sewed, and made up bandages and other articles. The proceeds from afternoon
teas was used to purchase material or donated to one of
the many Appeal Funds.
Throughout the war the public were generous in donating money for the purchase of material and gifts for
soldiers' Christmas parcels.
On September 22, 1915, Lord Liverpool made another
appeal for equipment. His letter To the People of New
Zealand was published in newspapers throughout the
country.
"Communications have recently been received to

plished by a united effort by the ladies. Waverley
ladies may well be proud of the efforts they have put
forward on behalf of those who are suffering and
likely to suffer at the front for the Empire's sake."

Miss Cheyne received the following letter from the
secretary of the Military Hospital Guild, Wellington "I sent you a post card to say your five cases had
arrived quite safely. So, now Iwant you to tell all the
Patriotic workers of Waverley how much we appreciate the beautifully made garments that they have
made and sent, and will you please thank them on
h("lalf of the Military Hospital Guild. I wish a few
more of our workers would have packed their cases
as yours were done."
The annual report of the League in 1916, stated that
the original committee of seven had been increased to
23, while the CUlling out committee now numbered 20.
"During the year 4,400 yards of material have been
madc into garments which include the following:- 549
pairs pyjamas, 110 day shirts, 60 night shirts, 34 flannel waist coats, 46 bed jackets, 52 pairs underpants,
72 pillowslips, 30 bed quilts, 72 sheets, 48 undershirts
and 23 dressing gowns. Twenty leather waistcoats,
102 housewives, 102 holdalls and 30 pairs slippers
were also made.
In addition 124 pairs socks, 117 balaclavas, 40 pairs

6

mittens, 77 pairs bed socks, 80 face cloths, 83 feeders, 84 bags and 51 mufflers have been made. One
hundred and fifty gift parcels and £19 in money was
sent forward for men in the trenches and also 35 cases
of equipment
for beds for the Hospital Ship
"Marama" were forwarded."
Special mention was made in the report of the work
of Mr W. Evans who had packed all the goods for the
League and of Mr S. J. Taylor who had carted everything to the railway station free of charge.
The balance sheet showed the receipts to be £270 16s
2d of which £226 2s 4d had been paid into the Bank of
New South Wales on behalf of the various funds. The
balance was made up of the cost of material purchased,
freight etc., and £9 13s 9d cash in hand.
During the following year a cheque for £5 was forwarded each month to Wellington to purchase comforts
for men in hospital and 40 parcels were sent to men in .
the trenches. The annual report in 1917 stated that the
cutting out committee dealt with 2,939 yards of material which was made into garments. Included in the
year's work were 547 pairs pyjamas, 360 day shirts, 190
pairs hand-knitted socks, 292 housewives, 75 holdalls,
116 pairs mittens, 142 mufflers, 33 balaclavas, 18 pairs
bed socks, 52 treasure bags, 53 handkerchiefs, 492 bandages, 12 pillows, 70 night shirts, seven towels and seven
face cloths.
The receipts for the year totalled £527 13s 4d which
included £ 113 IOs from afternoon teas and £86 IOs 4d
from providing luncheon and afternoon teas at the
Waverley A & P show.
Work proceeded steadily and interest was well sustained until the end of the war.
In November 1917, the Ladies Patriotic League organised Waverley's special effort for Red Cross Day. A
total amount of£20,000 Is 9d was collected throughout
the country and of this sum Waverley collected £430 5s
Id.
The League continued to forward £5 per month to
Wellington for gift parcels for men in the trenches, and
£10 was sent to Matron F. Price to be spent on the pa. tients of No. I Stationary Hospital. In response to an
appeal from Wellington, a parcel of clothing was forwarded for the French Refugee appeal.
The annual report in 1918 stated that the cutting out
committee had met every Tuesday afternoon, cutting out
1,965 yards of material which was made up into garments. The completed sewing and' knitted work comprised 466 pairs pyjamas, 301 shirts, 187 pairs hand
knitted socks, 104 handkerchiefs, 300 holdalls, 80 treasure bags, 23 eye bandages, 45 pairs mittens and
balaclavas, navy gloves and slippers. The quality of the
work brought repeated praise from the receiving depot
in Wellington.From a financial point of view the League
had a most successful year. The afternoon teas, with
7
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NURSE MATHEWS BADGES 1915-1918

Service fern badge issued to New Zealand nurses
on active service.

New Zealand Army Nursing Service badge
The badge was silver with a red enamel cross
borded by silver fern leaves, surmounted by a crown,
with the lettering N.Z.A.N.S. on blue enamel.
In December 1939, the World War 1 badge was
reinstated as the official badge of the New Zealand
Army Nursing Service.
stalls and competitions taken charge of alternatively by
the Moumahaki, Kohi and Waverley ladies, were again
well supported. The year's takings amounted to £454.
Collections
on behalf of numerous appeal funds
amounted to £1,010 19s Id.
On his return to New Zealand in June 1918, Captain
Harold Wilson spent part of his leave with his parents at
Waverley. He had served for three years as medical officer with an English regiment. His experience in the
war had been entirely in the field - in the trenches rendering first aid to the wounded and at the casualty clearing station.
During his leave Captain Wilson spoke to members
of the Ladies' Patriotic League and gave an idea of what
comforts were required.
'They could not send too many socks for the men in
the trenches ... At the casualty clearing station the need
was for socks. The first thing the wounded men needed
when they arrived was clean warm socks. Many of the
men were taken straight from the ambulance to the operating theatre and they needed long woollen stockings
to put on their limbs during the operation.'
He said it was important in making pyjamas to leave
the sides of the leg open and have tapes sewn on so that
in the case of wounds to the leg the limb can be dressed
without cutting the garment...
Captain Wilson said that what struck him was the way
the New Zealand men were looked after at the front, far

bettJr than men in English battalions and regiments were.
In his regiment there was no such thing as extra comforts sent out... The English troops are not looked after
like the New Zealand men. One reason was that wool
could not be obtained in England. It was quite true the
Red Cross Society did all that was possible but they were
never able to supply enough.
During the remaining months of the war the League
continued making up garments and arranged several
special collections. The special effort on behalf of the ,
Red Cross Copper Trail Fund on October 18, 1918 raised
£400.
A large number of ladies from the Patriotic League
and their friends gathered in the Waverley Town Hall
on March 14, 1919, for a social afternoon. The occasion was a wind up to the many meetings that had been
held during the past four years.
The Patea and Waverley Press reported that ...During
the afternoo~ Mrs Hands said she had a pleasing duty to
perform. They had gathered to roark a happy stage in
the history of the League. It was over four years since
they had organised for war work .and the ladies of the
district had done all they could to provide the soldiers
w-ith the necessary comforts. They were present today
to recognise the splendid work of their secretary, Miss
Cheyne.
I
Mrs Hands then presented MissCheyne with a handsome handbazb containing~ £50 which she asked her
accept on behalf of all present, as, a small token of appreciation of the very able and willing manner in which
she had carried out the duties of secretary of the League.
The hand baaD had a silver platq, with the words "Presented to Miss I. Cheyne by the Ladies' Patriotic League,
Waverley, 14.3.19" engraved on-it.
Miss Cheyne, who was taken ~y surprise, suitably replied thanking all for the handsome present and expressing pleasure that the war was now ended and their work
no longer necessary.'

WAVERLEY PATRIOTIC

The final annual meeting of the League was held on
July 15, 1919. Miss Cheyne in presenting the annual
report said during the period July to November 1918,
the activity of the League was maintained.
'Our year began with a credit balance of£169 13s 3d
and the year's collections from all sources were as follows Waverley Ladies' Patriotic League
£164 - 7 - 6
8-10-0
Monthly Parcels
YM.C.A.
15-15-6
Red Cross Copper Tr;iI
445-15-3
201 - 7 - 5
Church Army
7 - 15 - 9
Italian Red Cross
Christmas Parcels
24 - 19 - 6
An unusually heavy demand in the matter of special
collections was made and the district has every reason
to be proud of its splendid response.
The thanks of the League are due to Mr W. Evans for
packing and Mr S. 1. Taylor for carting and forwarding
goods durin;g the war. Mr R. P. Palmer for the loan of
crockery, theWaverley Town Hall committee for use of
the supper roorfi , the Press for publishing the acknowledgments and Miss Partridge for typing. We thank all
those who have assisted in many ways throughout the
war.'
In addition 350 articles of clothing were completed
and despatched to Wellington.
Miss Cheyne said ... 'the official news of the signing
of the Peace Treaty fills us with deep thankfulness and
more than repays us for any sacrifice we have made
during the four years to provide comforts for our men.'
After a brief discussion it was unanimously decided
to disband the League. The funds in hand were allocated as fcillows:- £161 l l s 6d from the Waverley Ladies' Patriotic League to be handed over without reservation to the Waverley Patriotic League; £41 19s l d,
balance Dr Woollen Comforts Fund, to be given to the
hospital at which the Waverley Patriotic League consider local men will benefit most and £17 18s 2d, balance of the Monthly Parcel fund to Miss Crawford,
Wellington; for the entertainment of returned soldiers.

NEW ZEALAND

1

FORCE

CD. Dickie, President Waverley branch
N.Z. Farmers Union
R.P. Palmer, Chairman
Waverley Town Board

Advertisement

Wanganui Chronicle August 14,1914.

The public meeting, held on August 14, 1914, was
very well attended.
Mr Co D. Dickie and Mr R. P. Palmer explained that
the meeting was called for the purpose of gathering contributions, in money or in kind, towards the New Zealand Expeditionary Force. £500 was collected at the
meeting, in addition to which donations of horses suitable for the artillery and mounted rifles, bullocks and
sheep were promised. The bullocks and sheep were later
sold and the proceeds forwarded to the Defence Department.
A patriotic committee under the name of the Empire
Defence Fund was formed to take care of donations.
Officers elected were:- Chairman, Mr R. P. Palmer; secretary, Mr W. C. Christie; treasurer, Mr H. L. Law. From
November 1914, the committee was handling contributions towards the British Relief Fund, Belgian Relief
Fund and other specific Fund appeals.
At a committee meeting held on April 30, 1915, Mr
Palmer reported that the money collected to date
amounted to £2,200. £5 I 8 was in hand, the rest having
been sent to the various Relief Funds.
Mr R. Macdonald, chairman of the Waverley Town
Board presided at a public meeting held at Waverley on
July 4, 1915, to formulatea scheme to provide for local
sick and wounded soldiers and their dependants.
The Patea and Waverley Press reported that Mr H. L.
Law, treasurer of the Patriotic Committee presented a
statement of receipts and expenditure of the various
funds for the period ending June 28, 1915. Cash receipts totalled £2,498 2s 9d, and £2,484 15s 8d had been
forwarded to the various Appeal Funds, leaving a credit
balance of £13 7s Id in hand.
These amounts represented only the cash handled by
.the committee and didn't take into account donations of
fat stock, hay, carrots, oats and chaff. It was estimated
these items would realise £1,200 when sold.
After some discussion Mr A. E. Symes moved that a
committee be formed and the district canvassed to collect as large a sum as possible, to be kept until such time
9
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EXPEDITIONARY

A public meeting in connection with the above will
be held in the Town Hall, Waverley at 2p.m. Friday
14th August for the purpose of raising contributions.

I

8

LEAGUE

•

as it is needed for the relief of sick and wounded soldiers. Mr H. Middleton seconded the motion which was
carried unanimously. It was decided that the committee
have absolute power to invest the fund and to act in any
way they thought best.
The following officers and committee were elected:Chairman, Mr R. P. Palmer; secretary, Mr W. C. Christie;
treasurer, Mr H. L. Law; committee, Messrs E. Parsons,
A. E. Symes, O. Symes, R. Macdonald, C. D. Dickie, H.
Middleton, E. A. Hart, F. Johnson, J. Walker and Rev.
D. McIvor.
Another important matter discussed was the provision
of adequate pensions. The Military Pensions Act was
considered outdated and Mr Dickie moved 'that the
Government be approached and asked to legislate for a
pension scheme on a liberal scale for the sick and
wounded soldiers'. The motion was seconded by Mr J.
Howie and carried unanimously.
At a subsequent meeting it was resolved that rules and
regulations of the committee, under the name of the
Waverley Patriotic League, be drawn up by Messrs
Douglas and Dunn and Mr G. H. Graham. Messrs W.
C. Christie and H. J. Law were appointed trustees 'of
any fund which may be subscribed', the fund to be deposited in the Post Office Savings Bank. Canvassing
for the Sick and Wounded Soldiers Fund began in August 1915.
In October 1915, the Wanganui Patriotic Committee
invited the Waverley Patriotic League to take part in the
"Battle of the Bullion" carnival to raise funds for sick
and wounded soldiers and their dependants. The scheme
was to form nine armies, each one representing a district.
Waverley Patriotic League agreed to co-operate on the
full understanding that they retain and administer all
funds they are instrumental in raising in connection with
the carnival.
The "Battle of the Bullion" ran for one month and
raised £66,000. Waverley's army, the "Wairoa Light
Horse", commanded by Mr A. E. Symes, raised £4,801
2s IOd.
In December that same year a sub-committee appointed by the Wanganui Patriotic Committee recommended that a Board of Trustees be appointed to invest
and allocate the funds subscribed.
The sub-committee recommended that:
• The representation of the Board be one member each
from Wanganui County, Waitotara County and Waverley
district and four from Wanganui and suburbs.
• The Board have full powers to deal with the funds.
• To ensure best results - that the various funds in hand
viz: Patriotic Funds, previous to Carnival date and the
Carnival funds consisting of amounts lodged in banks
in Wanganui and Waverley be administered by one
Board.

• The enlarged district will be controlled by one Board.
The Waverley Patriotic League was not satisfied with
the scheme of administration of funds as outlined by the
Wanganui Patriotic Committee and decided to administer their own funds. As a result of this decision the
League applied to the Minister of Internal Affairs to register as a separate institution under the War Funds Act,
1915.
Under the Act the League was required to send in returns monthly and quarterly of all monies in hand, received or paid out and the balance sheet and statement
of accounts every year.
In January 1916, the committee reported to subscribers that the cash handled from 28 June 1915 to 14 January 1916, amounted to £1,446 Is Od. £600 was placed
in the Post Office Savings Bank, £395 9s lOd was re- .
mitted to the Minister ofInternal Affairs to distribute to
the:various Appeal Funds and £174 IOs 3d was spent in
the purchase of material for soldiers and comforts for
wounded soldiers.
The figures did not include any money collected during the Wanganui carnival- "The Battle of the Bullion".
Subsequently £3,500 of this money was placed in the
Sick and Wounded Soldiers' Fund, on deposit in the
Bank of New South Wales, Waverley.
That same month Dr A. G. Harvey wrote from Egypt
stating that the hospital where he was serving was in ..
need of pyjamas for the wounded and if the committee
could send him some money he would be able to supply
many of those in hospital with comforts.
The Ladies' Patriotic League offered to make up the
pyjamas and £25 was donated to them to buy material.
The ladies made up 50 pairs of pyjamas and these were
forwarded to Dr Harvey. The committee decided to cable £25 to Dr Harvey at once and advise him that a similar amount' would be sent each month.
Following a request from the organiser of the YM.C.A.
National War Fund appeal in March 1916, the committee resolved that a sum 0[£250 be given to the YM.C.A.
to be spent amongst the wounded and disabled soldiers
in Egypt. The money was paid in five monthly instalments of £50.
In May that same year, Privates A. E. Symes and H.
G. Dickie, who were in Trentham camp with the 16th
reinforcement, wrote to the Patriotic League about the
shortage of vegetables at the camp.
The committee decided to collect a railway truck load
of turnips, carrots and pumpkins and forward it to
Trentham. There was a good response from farmers and
residents. At the end of the month committee members
turned out with horses and wagons and carted the vegetables to the railway station to be loaded.
The committee paid the railage and consigned the truck
to Privates Symes and Dickie 'who would see it was
properly distributed when it got there'. Later, the secre-

As soon as the appeal for the Sailors' Widows and
Dependants Fund was launched in New Zealand, the
Patriotic League opened subscription lists and appointed
canvassers. A total amount of £992 18s was collected
and forwarded to Wellington.
In November 1916, a letter was received from Dr
Harvey from "somewhere in France", dated September
29, giving detailed accounts of the expenditure of the
money entrusted to him by the Waverley Patriotic
League. He also stated how he intended dealing with
funds in the future. In conclusion Dr Harvey said "This
must be a time of great anxiety to you all. When'on the
spot one is utterly unable to get definite information ..
The scale of operations is beyond comprehension and
the difficulty of tracing individuals extreme, but I am
one of many who do all that seems possible to relieve
your anxiety. An army of doctors and nurses is doing
all it can for the sick and wounded."
At a meeting of the committee held on November 17,
a proposal to send £50 to the Bank of England for Dr
Harvey to use for the sick and wounded was carried
unanimously. The committee also decided to send £50
to the bank in Cairo for the purchase of comforts for
troopers serving with the New Zealand Mounted Rifle
Brigade.
The Patriotic League held a public meeting on December 8, 1916, to consider the whole operations of the
committee.

Private A.E. Symes
tary reported that after a fair amount of correspondence
with the Traffic Manager, New Zealand Railways, he
had managed to get the railage paid by the Defence Department.
.
Captain C. Dovey, Camp Commandant, Trentham
wrote to the secretary:"I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 2nd
June conveying the pleasing intelligence that your
committee had been kind enough to consign a 5 ton
truck of vegetables, etc. to this camp, which I am glad
to be able to report has since come to hand in good
order and condition. I have had the consignment r1istrihutcd as evenly as possible among the various cook
houses in camp and on behalf of the men who greatly
appreciate such gifts, allow me to thank your committee for its kindness and generosity. I am giving
every publicity to the fact that this gift has been sent
by inserting a notice about it in the Camp Routine
Orders."
During the winter and spring five more railway trucks
of vegetables, each of 5 ton, was forwarded from
Waverley to Trentham and Featherston camps.
One of the most decisive naval engagements of the
Great War took place off the Danish coast of Jutland on
May 31 and June I, 1916. The British Grand Fleet and
the German High Seas Fleet each suffered heavy losses
in ships and men. The British lost 14 of 149 ships and
6,274 officers and men.

Private H.G. Dickie
11
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Mr W. C. Christie, secretary and Mr T. Taylor, treasurer, had prepared a balance sheet of the various funds
controlled by the committee, together with a statement
of receipts and expenditure from August 14, 1914, to
June 30, 1916. A supplementary return showed the position to October 31,1916, this being jhe latest date to
which the accounts had been audited.
The total subscriptions
to October 31 were
£10,300 19s 10d. The disbursements under the various
appeal headings amounted to £6,039 17s 3d leaving a
credit balance of £4,261 2s 7d. Of this amount the balance at the bank was £261 2s 7d; invested in War Bonds
at 4 per cent £2,000; invested in war certificates at 4 per
cent compound interest £1,000; invested Levin and Co.
Ltd. Wellington at 5 per cent at call £1,000.
In addition to the amount of £10,300 19s IOd the Patriotic League held title to a Wanganui section donated,
valued at £200 and promises to pay amounting to £875
IOs. Goods in the shape of fat stock, horses, equipment,
fodder and vegetables despatched to the various encampments totalling in all at a low estimate to the value of
£1,200 passed through the hands of the committee.
The figures quoted did not include donations sent direct to Wellington by the Waverley churches, WaverleyWaitotara Racing Club and other organisations totalling
£600.
Since the first meeting of the committee in August
1914; Waverley and district had in total contributed in
round figures the amount of £13,000.
The cost of administering the fund was 10 shillings the cost of a cheque book.
Mr R. P. Palmer who had served as chairman since
1914, retired and was succeeded by the Rev D. MClvOT.
The officers and committee elected were:- Deputychairman, Mr A. Howie; secretary, Mr W. C. Christie;
treasurer, Mr T. Taylor; committee, Messrs O. Symes,
C. D. Dickie, F. Johnston, S. Aiken, R. P. Palmer, J.
Walker, H. Middleton, D. Taylor, A. G. Wallace, J. C.
Dunn, H. P. Mitcalfe and Rev W. J. Hands.
Captain Surgeon Harvey, who returned to Waverley
in January 1917, attended the February meeting of the
League and gave details of spending the money entrusted
to him while in Egypt and France. The first £25 sent to
him had been paid into the Anglo-Egyptian Bank at Cairo
in trust so that the.Waverley Patriotic League could withdraw the money if anything happened to him. The opportunities he had of using the money were few. He
was busy in the hospital and the sick men were well ...
looked after. He used some of the money for men who
were stationed near the canal. The weather was very
hot and trying, and he sent extra comforts to help them
keep well. He had sent £10 to Sister Wilson who was
able to buy comforts for men in the field. He also sent
£20 to Trooper Ewen Elmslie for use on the troops with
him. When leaving Egypt he made arrangements to get

Captain Surgeon A.G. Harvey
the money in France, as he considered he would be able
to use it when near the firing line, but when he did get
there-he was kept so busy he had no time to organise or
give personal supervision as he was moving about from
one part of France to another. During the offensive on
the Somme he found that he could assist by leaving
money at the base hospital. When he was leaving for
London he 'had the balance of the money sent to the
Anglo-Egyptian Bank at London. When he arrived in
London he found the bank would not accept a deposit
of less than £200, so he paid the money into the Bank of
Australasia. His sister had now paid the money into her
bank and was operating on the account. He had recei ved
word from her stating she had sent money to France.
Amongst the correspondence received at that same
meeting was a letter from Matron Price, N-Z. Stationary
Hospital in France. 'I have just received from Miss M.
A. Harvey of England, a cheque for £10: this am-ount
was forwarded at the request of Captain A. G. Harvey
to be spent on comforts for the sick and wounded. The
money was from the Waverley Patriotic League.' She
wished to thank the members of the Waverley Patriotic
League for this most acceptable benefit. 'At the present
time they were not taking in any wounded, but the sick
were too terrible for words. They were taking in at the
rateof 150 to 200 per day, principally pneumonia, pleurisy, rheumatic fever and trench fever. The poor boys

are feeling the winter very hard indeed after the heat of
Egypt. At the present time the cold is intense and my
nurses are also feeling it sadly. Again thanking you for
this acceptable gift, it will be put to the best possible use
for the boys' comforts.'
The chairman, the Reverend D. Mcivor, in his report
at the annual meeting in May 1917, referred to the service rendered by Mr W. C. Christie, the honorary secretary. Mr Christie had recently retired from office owing
to pressure of work .• He was appointed secretary in
August 1914, and had served continuously in that capacity. In addition to the duties of secretary he was for
a considerable time the honorary treasurer handling large
sums of money donated to the sick and Wounded Sol- .
diers Fund and other specific funds. The League placed
on record its appreciation of his service as honorary secretary and treasurer.
The chairman said the response by the general public
by donations to the various funds had been well up to
that of the previous year. Funds in hand at the end of
the financialyear totalled £5,281 Os 6d.
It was decid~d to make donations of £25 monthly to
the YM.C.A. Wounded Soldiers' Fund and to the Red
Cross. A special donation of £25 was made to St.
Dustans Hostel for blinded sailors and soldiers. Later
that same year the League and Ladies' Patriotic League
held a special appeal in aid of the Salvation Army War
Fund. A total amount of £80 was raised. In addition,
the Executive decided that a donation Qf£20 per month
for- twelve months be paid to the Salvation Army Sick
and Wounded Soldiers Fund.
.
From time to time members of the cor,nmittee received
letters from local soldiers serving overseas. In June
1917, a letter received from Private A. E. Symes was
published in the Patea and Waverley Press. He stated
that he was now in the second army purchasing board
and with a number of other soldiers was moving about
in France purchasing hay and straw for the horses. This
was packed up into bales and sent forward. They usually handled about 10 to 12 tons or about 360 bales each
day. A former gang of Tommies used to handle about
80 or 100, but this was one thing the authorities had
done right - they picked men used to the work. He stated
that the weather was beautiful and much appreciated after
the awful experiences of the severe winter. He mentioned that all the work in France was being done by old
men, women and children. Boys of 18 years were away
to the training camps. At one farm he saw a boy of 12
years of age ploughing and two young girls, their mother
and grandmother planting potatoes.
The rules adopted by the Waverley Patriotic League
were duly approved by the Minister in charge of the
War Funds office and the League incorporated under
the War Funds Act, 1915. The sum of£I,OOO, invested
with Levin and Co. Ltd., was called up during the year.
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This amount, with an additional £500, was lodged with
the Post Office Savings Bank. This course was necessary to bring the investments within the scope allowed
by the War Funds Act, 1915.
Waverley

Patriotic

League incorporated under the /Far
Act, 1915.

Funtls

LIVERl:'OOL, Governor-General,
ORDER !;'\ CO(j~CIL.
At the Government

HIS

EXCELLENC'l:

House at Wellington,
day of October, 1917.
Present:
THE GOVERNOR·GENERAL

this twenty-ninth

IN

COUNCIL

\ATHEREAS
by section twelve of the War Funds Act
. V V .1915 (hereinafter referred to as " the said Act "), it
IS provided
that the Governor·General
may bv Order in
Council gazetted, incorporate
a society pos~essing a war
fund,or the trustees of such fund: And whereas application,
in wrrtmg addressed
to the Minister, has been made ov the
Waverley P.atriotic lJe~gue (being a society possessing ~ war
fund)" praymg for t~e lOcorporalion of that society:
Ana whereas It IS considered desirable to grant sucb
application:
Now, therefore, His Excellency the Governor-General
of
the Dominion of New Zealand, in nursuauce and exercise of
the power and authority vested in 'him bv the said Act and
acting by and with the advice and cousent of the Exec~tive
Council of the said Dominion,
doth herebv order and
declare tbat the s?ciety known as the Waverley Patriotic
League IS hereby incorporated for the purposes of the said
Act as from the publication
hereof in the New Zealand
Gazette, and shall be known as the "Waverley
Patriotic
League."
J. F. Al\DREWS,
Clerk of the -Executive Council.

Extract from New Zealand Gazette notices.
November 1, 1917.
In August that same year the Wanganui Patriotic Committee approached the League with a view to the
Waverley Patriotic League amalgamating
with the
Wanganui Patriotic Committee. When the matter was
discussed by the League committee, it decided to continue managing its own affairs as a separate organisation.
During the war years the League made numerous appeals to the public for funds. Arrangements had been
made for a further appeal-during the later part of 1918.
In the meantime the Armistice was signed and it was
felt that the committee should now operate on the Sick
and Wounded Soldiers' Fund which had been set aside
to be used after the war.
This Fund which stood at £4,000 in 1918, had been
reduced to £3,700 when the annual meeting was held in
1919. Against this amount was an asset 0££241, representing various loans. War Bonds and certificates formed
£3,000 of the Fund, the balance of £700 being in the
P.O.S.B.
It was anticipated that the establishment of the Repatriation Board would to some extent relieve the League
of its loan policy.
Questions were asked at the annual meeting whether
the League was wise to hold on to nearly £4,000 when
there appeared to be so few soldiers returning home who

• Assistance to a returned soldier who had lost both
hands.
• Grant to returned soldier's family in distress.
• Several grants to returned men who were in urgent
need of funds.
• Emergency committee granted a sum of money to a
soldier's widow. A further grant to be made if assistance required.
• A returned soldier was granted £1 per week while in
hospital.
• Unemployed sick soldier supplied with provisions.
• A TB patient who required assistance was granted
£25.
• A returned soldier in hospital wrote thanking the
League for clean receipt for a loan which he was unable
to repay owing to war disabilities. The committee re- .
solved that further assistance be granted if required.
.:Grant to a Waverley returned soldier in Trentham
hospital, who had lost the use of his arms and legs.
There were many more requests for assistance. In 1922
the committee decided to discontinue granting loans. It
was felt that "the League could do the greatest good to
the greatest number by keeping the funds for relief purposes".
In subsequent years loans totalling £468 3s 2d were
written off.
During 1922, the Rev. D. McIvor resigned as chair- .
man .. He was succeeded by Mr A. E. Symes who had
taken a prominent part in setting up the Waverley Patriotic League Sick and Wounded Soldiers' Fund in 1915.
Several relief cases were reviewed in 1925 and those
in any way caused by war service were given every consideration and help.
Men whose wounds were healed when they returned
to New Zealand after the war, were now finding these
wounds either breaking out again or causing complications. Many, broken down in health, were unable to
work.
The greatest demand for assistance was from 1927 to
1935 and the fund administered by the League became
gradually smaller. In all cases the positi~n of the applicants was taken into consideration and assistance granted
where the need arose as a result of war service. The
total amount of grants in that period was £2,503.
At the annual meeting in May 1935, the chairman, Mr
A. E. Symes, said 'the funds conserved in the past are
now being utili sed to the best advantage helping unfortunate Diggers and several cases are being regularly assisted' .
The passing of the War Veterans' Allowance Act in
October 1935, made the position easier for those who,
apart from war wounds, had become unfit for permanent employment.
The Labour Government, elected in 1935, introduced
Account paid
the Social Security Act in 1938. Several amendments
were made to war pensions and various war pensioners

needed assistance.
The chairman, the Rev D. McIvor, said that at the
present time the executive knew of very few who required much assistance but judging by reports from other
districts they did not know the time when some of the
men might break down physically owing to the strain of
war. These men had apparently been fit and well and
received their discharge. However on resuming work
their health broke down and owing to the time that had
elapsed since their discharge, they were ineligible for a
pension. That was the time for the Patriotic League to
step in and assist them .. Waverley was going to be fortunate indeed if there were no such cases. He thought
that as time went on they would be able to spend a much
larger sum than £4,000.
..
The principal work of the committee in the Immediate post war years was the consideration of appeals f~r
assistance from sick and wounded soldiers. In the financial year to the 31 March, 1919, some twenty cases
were dealt with, the total amount of relief granted being
£384 17s 9d. Of this £241 was by way ofloans.
There was a very large attendance at the Anzac Day
memorial service held in the Waverley Town Hall on
April 25, 1919. Speakers were Mr E. A. Hart, chairman
of the Waverley Town Board, the Rev. W. J. Hands who
conducted the service and the Rev. D. McIvor who delivered the address.
After the service, all the returned men present were
invited by the Waverley Patriotic League to afternoon
tea at the Commercial Hotel. The Patea and Waverley
Press reported that 'the Rev. McIvor briefly addressed
the men, expressing pleasure at being able to meet them
again. Some of them bore the marks of battle and others the marks of sickness. They had experienced a trying time and deserved well from their country ... the people recognised what had been done and felt they ow.ed
them a debt of gratitude. He would take the opportumty
of inviting the men to approach the Patriotic League
should they at any time require assistance. The League
had funds collected for the purpose of assisting returned
men who were in need ...'
Although a new War Pensions Act was enacted in
1915, many anomalies became apparent in the granting
of pensions. During the early 1920s the League assisted
a considerable number of needy cases ..
• Grant of £2 a week to the wife and family of a returned soldier while he is in hospital.
.
• Further grant of £4 to be made to a returned soldier
recently discharged from hospital.
• Former Waverley returned soldier an inmate of
Pukeora Sanatorium. League to assist in any way it can.
• Grant to returned soldier in hospital suffering from
shell shock.
• Returned soldier in Patea hospital.
from League funds.

tary of the society. During the war the committee held
several socials and two plain and fancy dress balls in
Mr Dicker's woolshed, to raise funds for the society.

were made eligible for Social Security benefits.
After 1938 the operations of the League continued as
in past years, the funds being used in the way of grants
and assistance to dependants of returned soldiers.
Over the years, the office holders and committees of
the Waverley Patriotic League rendered outstanding
service in matters of welfare for the benefit of men and
women of the district who served in the Great War.

ANZAC DAY 1916
The term Anzac is an abbreviation of Australian and
New Zealand Army Corps and was adopted by Field
Marshall W.R. Birdwood when he took command of this
Corps in Egypt in December 1914.
The Australian and New Zealand forces landed in
Gallipoli on April 25, 1915, while at the same time a
combined British and French force landed in the Cape
Helles area. New Zealand casualties in this disastrous
campaign to mid-December 1915, when the ANZAC
troops were withdrawn, were 2731 killed and 4752
wounded. Anzac Day was first observed on April 25,
1916, to commemorate the first anniversary of the landing of the ANZAC forces at Gallipoli.
In Waverley a memorial service was held on the Recreation grounds. A large crowd assembled at the Town
Hall and a procession headed by the Waverley Brass
Band marched to the grounds. The Territorials, National
Reserve and Boy Scouts under Lieutenant Kirk, were
formed up in front of the terrace.
Mr SJ. Price, chairman of the Waverley Town Board
explained the object of the gathering and the Reverends
W.J. Hands and D. McIvor conducted the service. At
the conclusion of the service Bugler Nicholls sounded
the General Salute and the Last Post. The National Anthem was then sung and the gathering dispersed.

WAITOTARA

From the beginning of the Great War, the activities of
four committees in the Waitotara district were directed
into patriotic efforts.
The Waitotara Patriotic Committee was active throughout the war, canvassing for the various patriotic appeals,
organising concerts, arranging fareweiI functions and
later, the welcome home evenings. In November 1915,
the committee was involved in raising funds for the
Waitotara Rangers army (Waitotara County),in the "Battle of the Bullion" carnival in Wanganui. The Rangers
were under th~ command of Mr G. F. Moore, Kai Iwi.
Waitotara County raised £7,860 15s lOd towards a fund
for the relief of sick and wounded soldiers and their dependants and for other patriotic purposes. The "Battle
of the Bullion" raised £66,000. This amount formed the
basis of the Wanganui- Waitotara Sick and Wounded
Soldiers' Fund.
Members of the Waitotara Ladies' Sewing Guild were
kept busy making clothes for Belgian and Serbian refugees and comforts for sick and wounded soldiers. Each
year, during the winter months, the Guild held a series
of euchre parties and dances in aid of funds to buy maNOVEMBER
1918
terial. The Guild also raised funds for the British Food
Appeal and Belgian and Serbian Relief Funds.
The news that Germany had agreed to an armistice
The Ngarauru Maori Sports Club made a generous
was received in Waverley shortly after 90' clock on Fridonation towards the war effort in August 1914. The
day November 8,1918.
club handed over £50 from its funds to the Mayor of
The Patea and Waverley Press reported on MonWanganui - a contribution towards the New Zealand
Expeditionary Force. The Ngarauru Maori Ladies' Paday November 11, 1918:
triotic Committee regularly held successful shop days
at Waitotara in aid of the Lady Liverpool Fund and pa- .
The cable message from New York that an armistice
triotic appeals. In July 1918, a shop day, followed by a
had been signed with Germany had an electrical effect
concert and dance at night, raised £ 110 for the Red Cross
in Waverley. The ne~s came to hand soon after 9 a.m.
appeal.
and in a few minutes flags were flying in all directions.
Each year the Waitotara Show and Sports AssociaThe pre arranged plans were put into operation and had
tion donated the net profit from the New Years Day
a wonderful result as people came flocking into town
sports, and annual show held in February, to local patrifrom all parts of the district. The fire bell, church bell,
otic committees.
Convent bell and Jackson & Co's sale bell were rung to
A patriotic social at Ngamatapouri in September 1914,
spread the news throughout the town and all work ceased
organised by the Upper Waitotara Patriotic Society,
immediately. The authorities then set about carrying
raised £55 5s 6d for the war effort. The Ladies' Patriout the second part of the programme. Shortly after one
otic Committee met monthly throughout the war period
o'clock the crowd began to gather in front ofthe Town
and gifts and comforts were regularly sent to soldiers.
Hall, where a procession was formed and considering
Mrs Dicker was president and Miss Thompson secrethe short notice, it was a most creditable turn out. The
15
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order of the procession was as near as possible to that
agreed upon, as in keeping with the times motor cars
and motor lorries formed a big part of it, most of the
cars being gaily decorated and filled to overflowing with
children, all carrying flags. The sight was one which
will not be quickly forgotten. The Fire Brigade also
had their engine which was drawn by horses, and gaily
decorated, the centre figure being one of "Britannia".
The procession marched through the principal streets of
the town to the recreation grounds where Mr Hart read
the cable that had come to hand and appropriate addresses were given by the Rev. D. McIvor, Rev. W. J.
Hands and Sgt. Major Bell.
Later in the day an official announcement stated
that the German armistice had not yet been signed.

,

:i'

"I

In the evening a huge bonfire was kindled in the
saleyard section near the Post Office and after that was
disposed of the people assembled at the Town Hall where
one of the most enjoyable socials ever held in the district took place, supper being served to everybody. Dancing was kept going with great vim until the early hours
of the morning. There was only one thing lacking in the
day's proceedings and that was the Prime Minister's official intimation that the news they were rejoicing over
was not true but one and all agreed that they had had a
most enjoyable time and that was amply justified by the
trend of events on the western front and elsewhere and
the days outing, if it was not exactly the real thing it was
at any rate a first class dress rehearsal for the day when
peace is actually declared.
The Patea and Waverley Press issue of Wednesday
November 13, 1918 included one item.
PEACE AT LAST.
The following telegram was received from Mr Massey
at 9 o'clock on November 12.
Armistice with Germany signed.
W. F. Massey.

At two 0' clock a procession was formed up in front
of the Town Board building and marched through the
principal streets to the recreation ground where addresses
were given. There were between 30 and 40 motor cars
in the procession, also motor lorries and motor cycles
all decorated and loaded with children. On arrival at
the grounds, Mr Hart, chairman of the Waverley Town
Board, read the telegram received and explained that
they were there to celebrate the good news of peace. He
asked all to join in singing the National Anthem.
On this being done the Reverends McIvor and Hands
offered up a prayer of thanksgiving and Mr Hart then
moved a resolution of sympathy with the relatives of
fallen soldiers.
Addresses were next given by Mr H. Middleton, the
Rev. Hands, Rev. McIvor and Sgt. Maj. Bell.
Songs were sung by Mr Macfarlane and Messrs Walker
brothers and cheers were given for the returned soldiers,
theAllies, General Foch, the Navy; General Haigh and
others, after which the singing of the National Anthem
brought the proceedings to a close. Thanksgiving services were held in the Presbyterian and Anglican churches
at night at which appropriate addresses were given.
Patea and Waverley Press, Friday November 15,
1918:
The fire bell at Waverley was rung with such force.
last Friday in announcing the armistice with Germany,
that the belI was cracked.
Patea and Waverley Press, Monday November 18,
1918:
Waitotara is still celebrating the joyful news of the
signing of the armistice with Germany. Every evening
a number of people gather in the street when addresses
are given, all taking part. On Thursday evening a piano
was taken round the town on a motor lorry and an open
air concert given.
(The Patea and Waverley

Press, which circulated

in Patea and

Waverley districts, was published Monday, Wednesday and Friday.)

On New Year's Day, 1920, returned soldiers of
Waitotara were entertained at a picnic and sports meeting organised by residents of the district. There was a
large attendance of returned men and visitors came from
every part of the district.
Cash prizes were awarded to winners of each event.
Feature of the day was the challenge cup, donated by
the people of Waitotara and awarded to the returned soldier who gained most points in the various events. A
very keen contest ensued for the trophy. It was won by
J. Adams of Waitotara, M. Askew. of Waverley being a
close runner up.
UPPER WAITOTARA
The Welcome Home function, held in Mr Dickers
wool shed at Kaimanuka on October 10, 19 19, was the
finale to the Upper Waitotara Patriotic Society'S work.
Members ofthe society had worked throughout the war
period sendingparcels and knitted garments to men from
the district. There was a large attendance of returned
men and visitors came from every part of the district.
Mrs Dicker, president, Miss Thompson, secretary and
members of the society had decorated the shed with /loral work and fern fronds. Prominent above all was the
illuminated banner, "Welcome Home".
An orchestra of five musicians - piano, violin, flute
and cornet - played for the dancing, while sketches, songs
and mandolin solo completed a varied programe.
During the evening, gold medals and gold mounted
fountain pens were presented to the men, on behalf of
the society, by the Rev. W. J. Hands.
The following are the names of the returned men welcomed home:- Flight-Lieutenant Ivo Carr, Lieutenant
Pearce, Lieutenant Murphy, Sergeant Ford, Sergeant
Coghill, Corporal F. Chesswas, Corporal G. Mee, LanceCorporal H. G. Chesswas, Lance-Corporal R. Sutherland, Driver A. G. Chesswas, Troopers Duffy, S. White,
Rifleman Annabell, Privates H. I. Chesswas, Annabell,
Foster, Thompson, G. Sutherland and D. Sutherland and
F. ',' "ird.

WELCOME
No other news was published.
Patea and Waverley Press, Friday N~vember 15,

HOME FROM THE GREAT
WAR 1914-1918
KOHl

1918:
Shortly after nine o'clock on Tuesday the news reached
Waverley that Germany had signed the Armistice and
this time it bore the signature of the Prime Minister and
was official. Although the Post Office closed almost at
once the news was soon spread throughout the district
and vehicles of every description were soon thronging
into the township.

The Patea and Waverley Press reported that... 'before
dinner, the Rev. D. McIvor, who presided, asked all
present to rise for a few moments and pay a silent tribute to the men who had given their lives in the Great
War, and to whom they all owed a great debt of gratitude.
Toasts honoured were:- "The King", "The Army and
Navy" proposed by the Rev. J. Wilson, responded to by
Sergeant-Major J. Bell, "The Returned Soldiers" proposed by the Rev. D. McIvor, responded to by Lieutenant J. Robertson, "The Ladies" proposed by Mr F.
Johnston, responded to by Lieutenant D. Strachan on
behalf of the ladies.
Mr J. Walker, chairman of the Soldiers' Reception
Committee, said it gave him great pleasure to have the
honour of presenting the medals to the returned men;
they were proud to have them back.
The names of the fallen men was read first and received in silence by the audience.
The medals were then presented to the returned men
amidst loud applause.
The wording on the medals was as follows: "Name.
For services in the Great War 1914-18. Waverley." The
recipients' monogram was engraved upon the front.

WAITOTARA

Kohi was the first district to bring returned men together and give them a welcome home. On October 23,
1918, a large gathering assembled in the Kohi hall to
welcome home eleven men who had been wounded and
returned to the district.
Another 17 soldiers from Kohi were on active service
or wounded and in hospital. These men were entertained
at a welcome home in 19 I 9.

Gold medal presented
to Private A.S. Hone,
August 20, 1920

WAVERLEY
The Waverley Town Hall was packed to overflowing
on Friday night August 20, 1920, on the occasion of the
public reception to all returned men who had left the
district for the Great War.
The function was arranged by the Soldiers' Reception Committee which had canvassed the district for subscriptions to "welcome home" and present each man with
a gold medal.

During the evening vocal items were contributed by
Mr E. J. Turner, the Misses Kennedy and Miss Webb.
At the conclusion of the presentation ceremony, the
hall was cleared and a most successful dance held, the
music being provided by Mrs Nicholls, piano and
Messrs. D. J. Taylor, violin and L. Nicholls, cornet.'
(A list of men from the Waverley district, who left New Zealand
during the Great War, was compiled by the Waverley Patriotic League.
The total number was 232,)
17
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GERMAN WAR TROPHY - GUN NO. 779
The matter of applying for German guns as a memento
of the Great War was raised by Mr H. G. Dickie at a
meeting of the Waverley Patriotic League held on Janu-
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ary 16, 1919.
'.
Mr Dickie pointed out that many local bodies were
applying for the German guns. He thought the authorities at Waverley should make an application, as it would
be fitting to have a couple of guns at the base of a monument or whatever was done to perpetuate the memory
of men that had fallen.
The Waverley Town Board made a number of enquiries regarding the distribution of war trophies. At a meeting of the Board held on August 14, 1919, a letter was
received from Captain Farr stating that there was a field
gun, short 77 mlm No. 779, in Wellington, which his
battery captured and fought through the Battle of the
Somme in 1916. He was particularly anxious that it
should go to Waverley as that was the home of his parents and his birth place. He thought the authorities would
be only too pleased to give it to the Town Board if they
applied.
The Defence Department also wrote stating that 'if
the records prove that the gun in Wellington was a special capture it would be forwarded to Waverley as soon
as the railways can deliver it'.
At a meeting of the Waverley Town Board, held on
September 24, 1919, the following letter was read from
Captain Farr:Re. a captured gun to be donated to Waverley.
I understand that the above gun is being sent to
Waverley when the running of the trains becomes normal. I have had it removed to Alexandra Barracks in
the meantime and am getting it camouflaged in the same
way as the Germans had it painted.
Trusting that you will have no trouble in getting the
gun.
Sincerely yours
T. Farr Captain.
The story of the capture of the gun was published in
the Patea and Waverley Press:'On 15th September, 1916, during the Battle of the
Somme, when the New Zealand Division was thrown
into the battle and captured the outskirts of Delville
Wood, Flers, a battery of six 77 m.m. German guns was
captured, these being the first guns captured by the New
Zealanders in France.
The whole of these guns had been disabled by the artillery. The personnel of the 13th Battery N.Z.F.A. under Major T. Farr, D.S.O., M.C., overhauled them and
out of the six, made two serviceable guns.
The advance of the British was held up at Gaudecourt
and Intelligence reported that one of our tanks which
had been captured by the Germans and lay in "No Mans

Land" was being used by German machine gunners and
would undoubtedly impede any further advance. Orders were received on the eve of September 25th that
the 13th Battery was to engage and destroy this tank.
The two German guns were accordingly shifted into "No
Mans Land" overnight and at dawn within a hundred
yards of the German line, engaged the tank firing seven
rounds of h.e. shells into it and setting it on fire. During the engagement the guns were heavily engaged and
both were disabled; the detachment to a man being
wounded. The hole in the shield was caused by a direct
hi~ during this procedure, three men being wounded as
a result of this hit.
On the 26th the battle was renewed and Gaudescourt
taken. One serviceable gun was made up from the disabled ones and removed close to the battery position. Here
it was fought until the Divisional Artillery were withdra\"vn on 27th December, 1916. During this period the
gun fired 2,350 German shells against the German.
The gun was removed by the battery to Fleur Baix,
another portion of the line. It was afterwards sent to
England and thence to New Zealand.'
Gunner Andrew Christensen, another Waverley man,
was with Major Farr when the gun was captured.
The gun arrived at Waverley in December 1919, and
was stored at Mr S. J. Taylor's garage in Weraroa Road.
In February 1920, it was moved to the recreation ground.
The Waverley Domain Board intended to place the gun
on a concrete foundation on a mound but a cement shortage delayed work.
In July 1920, Waverley RS.A. drew the Board's attention to the neglected state of the gun and asked if
anything could be done in the matter of preserving it.
The reply from the Board stated that at the present time
cement was almost unprocurable for the making of a
solid foundation and the 'Board would attend to the gun
as soon as possible'.
Work on the concrete foundation began in September
1922, and was completed early the following month.
The total cost was £41 - foundation £36, plastering £5.
The gun was removed from the recreation ground in
1934 and returned to the 13th Battery, RN.Z.A.
MAJOR TOMMY
FARR D.S.O, M.C. m.i.d.
{Major Farr's army career began in the Wairoa Mounted Rifles. He enlisted
with the New Zealand permanent force in 1900, transferring to the New Zealand
Artillery in 1911. During the Great War he was one of the very few New Zealand Arti lIery officers who served in every engagement with the New Zealand
Division from the landing in Gallipoli to the last "push" in August 1918.
He returned to New Zealand in January 1919, and spent part of his leave with
his parents in Waverley. He was then posted back to the N.Z.A. with the rank of
captain and, until his retirement, held various appointments. Chief of these were
adjutant, Wellington Field Artillery; staff officer to director of artillery at G.H.Q ..,
artillery instructor G.H.Q. school at Trentham; artillery instructor Central MIlItary Command; Officer Commanding N.Z.A., Central Command; assistant adjutant-general at G.H.Q. and commandant at Waiouru MilitaryCamp.
Major Farr was awarded the Military Cross and mentioned 10 despatches by
General Sir Ian Hamilton for services on Gallipoli, and was awarded the Distinguished Service Order and mentioned in despatches by Field-Marshall Sir Douglas
, Haig for services in France and Belgium.}

NEW ZEALAND RETURNED
SOLDIERS' ASSOCIATION

Seymour also stated that the lectures and exhibitions in
Taranaki had been very successful.
Mr Seymour again wrote to the League in January
1918. The N.Z.RS.A. was making further representations to the Government to raise the mufti allowance to
discharged men from 30 shillings to £5. N.Z.RS.A.
asked for the co-operation of the Waverley Patriotic
League in support of the representation.
The League supported the N.Z.R.S.A. in this matter.
Since 1916 the committee had dealt with numerous applications from returned soldiers for grants to buy civilian clothing. In practically every case the League made
a grant of £5.
Representatives ofN.Z.RS.A. met with officers ofthe
Defence Department in June 1918. As a result of that
meeting a series of recommendations were submitted to
the Minister of Defence. On July 3, 1918, the Government announced that the mufti allowance to discharged
men was to be increased to£5 5s per man. One effect of
the change was, that instead of two uniforms a returned
soldier was allowed to retain only one uniform. No cash
was paid to any soldier in respect of the allowance, instead he was to be given an order for civilian clothing.

The inaugural conference of returned soldier delegates
representing soldiers clubs or districts, was held in Wellington, on April28, 1916. The foundation of the New
Zealand Returned Soldiers' Association officially took
place in Wellington on July 28,1916.
Later that same yea~ the Dominion Executive approved
the following policy:
The N.Z.R.S.A. is non-sectarian and non-political.
The Association is vitally concerned with:
• The efficient and successful prosecution of the war:
• The interests of the men now at the front who are
unable to give expression to their wants, but whose
wants, we as returned soldiers are able to appreciate.
• The welfare of returned soldiers both now and after
the war and especially adequate provision for permanently disabled men.
• The p(oblem of settling returned soldiers back in
employment ahd developing among returned soldiers a
corporate sense of civic responsibility. The fostering of
returned soldiers' clubs on lines which will achieve this
object.
• Uniformity of control and efficient administration
of funds for returned soldiers.
During the next three years, local branches of the
N.Z.RS.A. and Returned Soldiers' Clubs were formed
in towns throughout New Zealand.
In September 1917, the Waverley Patriotic League,
on behalf ofN.Z.R.S.A., arranged the visit to Waverley
of Sapper H. Moore-Jones, the New Zealand war artist
on Gallipoli. After he was invalided home, Sapper
Moore-Jones began a tour of New Zealand, lecturing
and showing lantern slides of his sketches, photographs
and drawings of the Australian, New Zealand and Turkish positions on Gallipoli Peninsula.
The pictures included views of the coast where the
New Zealand troops landed, of the deep rugged nature
of Its precipices and deep ravines, and of many places
familiar in the story of the campaign.
Sapper Moore-Jones painted the widely acclaimed
"Simpson and the Donkey", showing a First Aid soldier
rescuing a wounded man on a donkey at Gallipoli.
There was a good attendance at the lecture given by
Sapper Moore-Jones at the Waverley Town Hall, on September 21. The Patea and Waverley Press reported that
'The story of Anzac as told by Sapper Moore-Jones was
most interesting, but the beautiful views illustrating the
subject could not be seen to advantage owing to there
being no suitable lantern available'.
That same month Mr D. Seymour, the General Secretary of N.Z.R.S.A, wrote thanking the League for the
trouble they had taken in connection with the Anzac lecture and pictures shown by Sapper Moore-Jones. Mr

A reproduction of the painting by Sapper H.
Moore-Jones of "Simpson and the Donkey" at
Gallipoli.
Ale~ander Thrnbull Library Collection 10099
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WAVERLEY RETURNED
SOLDIERS' ASSOCIATION
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W. F. Nicholls
Blacksmith
H. G. Dickie
Farmer
Wm. Wall
Farmer
F. J. Christensen
Carpenter
B. Munro
Painter
D. H. McGorrery
Grocer
D. B. Johnstone
Labourer
Len Wales
Stationer
A. E. Symes
Farmer
L. Irvine
Farmer
C. E. Johnston
Farmer
P. H. Shipman
Carpenter
All signatures were witnessed by Ha.
Telegraphist Waverley.
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A small but enthusiastic gathering of returned soldiers
met in the Waverley Town Board room on October I,
1919, to discuss forming a local branch of the New Zealand Returned Soldiers' Association.
Mr E. Ingpen was elected chairman. In his opening
remarks he dealt with the advantage of forming a local
branch of the R.S.A. in Waverley. During a general discussion that followed, it was pointed out that several
returned men had already joined the Wanganui Returned
Soldiers' Club and South Taranaki RS.A. It was con-:
sidered that forming a branch in Waverley would give
men in country districts an opportunity to become members of the Association.
In view of the small attendance it was decided to hold
another meeting the following week.
There was a good attendance at the meeting held on
October 8. Mr Ingpen, for the benefit of those who were
not present at the last meeting, briefly outlined the objects ofthe Association. He said it was desirable to form
a branch of the Association in Waverley and invited
those present to discuss the proposal. There was considerable discussion on whether it was necessary to affiliate with either Wanganui or South Taranaki branches.
Mr Harold Dickie advocated the formation of a branch
in Waverley, and moved that "This meeting resolves itself into a branch of the Returned Soldiers' Association
and that a committee be appointed to canvass the country districts". The motion was seconded by Mr A, E.
Symes.
After some discussion the motion was put to the meeting and carried.
Canvassers appointed were Messrs H. G. Dickie, N,
McLean, A. E. Symes, C. E, Johnston and R Cameron.
Mr Dixon, organiser of Returned Soldiers' Association, Wellington province, met with local returned men
at Waverley on December 18,1919, to assist in the formation of a branch.
Mr Dixon outlined the objects of the Association and
the assistance available to returned soldiers. He stated
that if 100 members were enrolled Waverley could be
registered as a branch of the Association. The meeting
decided to continue canvassing for members and gave
the provisional secretary power to act in connection with
registration as soon as 100 members were enrolled.

A general meeting, attended by forty returned men,
was held at Waverley on February 24, 1920, to complete the formation of the Waverley branch of the New
Zealand Returned Soldiers' Association. Mr Ingpen explained that over 100 men had been enrolled, and the
papers for registration had been approved at Head Office and returned from Wellington.
The election of officers and committee was as follows:President, E. Ingpen; vice-president, A. E. Symes; hon.
secretary, H. Catanach; treasurer, A. Williams; committee, W. A. Hurley, L. Wales, A. G'. Wallace, J. Thorpe,
C. E. Johnston, 1. Pepper, N. McLean, L. Irvine.
The committee met monthly and accomplished a great
deal of useful work, relief and assistance being gained
for a number of returned men.
Objection was taken to the non-observance of Anzac
Day by the Waverley Town Board in 1920. The matter
was placed before the Board who regretted the oversight and assured the committee that the day would be
observed in future years.
A smoke concert which was held on June 30, was an
outstanding success. There was a farge attendance including visitors from Waitotara and Patea. Two dances
were held, one proving a financial success to the extent
of £6 7s 6d. The other, while being a social success,
was not one financially.
During 1920, the constitution of New Zealand Returned Soldiers' Association was so altered as to allow
the admission of veterans who had served inHis Majesty's Forces in any war. As a result of this, three South
African War veterans were welcomed to the Association,
In November 1920, Mr E. Ingpen tendered his resignation as president owing to his transfer from Waverley
to Cambridge. Mr A. E. Symes was elected president in
his place and Mr C. E. Johnston, vice-president.
An effort was made to have some land made available
for soldier settlement in the Waverley district, but the
land offered was not suitable and was turned down.
At the annual general meeting of Waverley RS .A. in

By an application dated 7th January, 1920, the following fifteen members applied for the incorporation
of the Association.
Telegraphist
Waverley
E. R Ingpen
L. Madeley
Waverley
Butcher
1. Maxwell
Waverley
Blacksmith

15. :.'

Wav~rley R.S.A':~as incorporated under the Incorporated

Societies Act on the 19th day of January 1920.
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1921, Mr Symes said that while the efforts of the Association on behalf of soldier settlement had not been a
success he thought with the present price of land and
the state of farming, it had been a blessing in disguise.
During 1921, the committee spared no effort to make
the year a financial and social succes~ and, in conjunction with the Waverley Patriotic League, worked for the
benefit of returned men generally. Mr A. E. Symes represented Waverley R.S.A. at the Wellington district
N.Z.RS.A. annual conference held at Palmerston North.
The annual dance held on August 26, proved one of
the most successful dances of the season. That same
year two smoke concerts were held. There was an excellent attendance at both, returned men being present
from all parts of the district.
A shooting match, held between Waverley RS .A. and
Wairoa Defence Rifle Club, resulted in a win for the
R.S.A. team by 70 points. A return match, fired later in
the season, was won by the Rifle Club by a very small
margin. In a match fired against the Patea Defence Rifle Club 14 members participated, Patea proving the victors by 11 points.
In August, Waverley RS.A. played Waverley Football Club in a friendly game. The match was described
as an exciting encounter ending in a draw, each side scoring 3 points. After the match the members of the R.S.A.
team were entertained at dinner by the Waverley club.
A public subscription was undertaken by the committee for the widow of the late Trooper Reardon, with the
result that the sum of £47 7s 6d was collected and handed
to Mrs Reardon.
In February 1922, Waverley R.S.A. received a letter
from the General Secretary N.Z.R.S.A. asking the committee to arrange for a Poppy Day on Monday, April 24.
The N.Z.R.S.A. was in possession of 396,000 small artificial poppies made in northern France and of 4,000
large ones. It was the intention of the Association to
sell the small poppies on April 24, so that they might be
worn as a memorial flower on Anzac Day, 25th, the day
of remembrance of New Zealand's dead.
The large poppies were to be sent direct from headquarters to the largest schools to be made into wreaths
as local Poppy Day committees had none of these to
sell. Small artificial poppies were to be sold at one shilling, one quarter of the net proceeds to be remitted to
Paris to be used in helping the widows and dependants
of French soldiers who died in the Great-War, the remainder was to be retained by N.Z.R.S.A. and devoted
to providing work for unemployed returned men.
The poppies were despatched to the various Returned
Soldiers' Associations in proportion to the population
of each district. In Waverley a ladies' committee had
enthusiastically undertaken the work of selling poppies,
and that committee, headed by Miss Isa Cheyne, had all
arrangements well in hand for Poppy Day. Other mem-

bers of the ladies' committee were: Mesdames Adlam
and Muir, Misses Cleary, Bourke, Muir, Southcombe,
Walker, Mathieson and Macfarlane.
Waverley RS.A. sent parcels of poppies to the chairman of the Pate a school committee; to Waitotara where
sales were in the hands ofMr E. Taylor, Headmaster of
the Waitotara school and Mr W. Hurley and to Pate a,
where a committee headed by Mrs J. Holtham, Mayoress of Patea and Mr E. F. Hemingway arranged the sale
of poppies.
. Poppy Day at Waverley realised £ 16 3s. Miss Cheyne
on behalf of the ladies committee reported that about
twice the number of poppies could have been sold and
many people were disappointed at not being able to obtain.one.
In June 1922, the central committee of the Poppy Day.
Fund wrote appointing Waverley R.S.A. trustees for the
sum of £32 lOs which was to be expended in providing
work for unemployed returned soldiers with local bodies. The central committee suggested local bodies be
asked to subsidise the work with a £ for £ subsidy.
Waverley RS.A. decided that the Patea portion of the
fund, £19, be forwarded to Mr. J. Holtham, Mayor of
Pate a and that the matter of finding work for unemployed
men in Patea be left to the Patea Borough Council to
arrange.
In July that same year.va deputation consisting of
Messrs C. E. Johnston and P. Shipman, representing'
Waverley RS.A. waited on the Waverley Town Board
with regard to the expenditure of the Poppy Day Fund.
After some discussion the Board decided to cut down
some trees in the Domain and to subsidise the RS.A.s
contribution £ for £. The men employed on the scheme
were paid at a price per cord and the firewood sold.
At the annual general meeting in 1922, the president,
Mr A. E. Symes, stated that the past year had been a
financial success, closing with a credit balance of £66
2s 7d. He said that 'the Association recognises that it is
only by the combined efforts of all members that the
good work carried out may be continued in the. future,
and urged all members to stick together to achieve the
objects of its foundation'.
The number of financial members on the roll was 97.
Mr Symes, who had been appointed chairman of the
Waverley Patriotic League following the departure from
the district of the Rev. D. McIvor, didn't seek re-election as president.
He was succeeded by Mr C. E.
Johnston.
In June 1922, Mr A. E. Symes and Mr H. G. Dickie
waited on the Waverley Town Board to draw attention
to the proposed war memorial in Waverley. The Board
were sympathetic to the RS.A.s concern and offered
their support as far as possible. Messrs Symes and Dickie
were appointed to represent Waverley R.S.A. on the
committee set up to formulate plans.

The RS.A. decided that the proceeds of the annual
dance would form the basis of a fund to erect a war
memorial in Waverley. The Patea and WaverLey Press
reported that ... 'the Returned Soldiers' dance was a great
success, a large number attended and an enjoyable time
was had by all'. An orchestra from Hawera supplied
the music, Messrs J. Robertson, F. Christensen, A. E.
Symes, and J. Morrison acted as Masters of Ceremomeso
In an endeavour to increase the membership of the
Association, the Waverley RS.A. Miniature Rifle Club
was formed. The club decided to build a miniature rifle
range in the Waverley A. & P. shed at the recreation
ground, and £50 was loaned to the club from the Asso-'
ciation's funds.
A change in N.Z.RS.A. administration took place in
1924. Previously Waverley RS.A. had dealt with Wellington District Headquarters at Palmerston North. This
office was closed down and branch Associations now
dealt direct with General Headquarters, Wellington.
That same'y~ar, to a large extent through the activities
of General Headquarters, Parliament made provision for
the relief of discharged soldier settlers and for the relief
of men suffering through disability not immediately
traceable to war service. The. War Pensions Act of 1915
was extended in respect of war pensions to cover the
needs of disabled men and their dependants.
Waverley R.S.A., on behalf of a member, applied for
a transfer under the Discharged Soldiers' Settlement Act.
This was placed before the Revaluation Board and a
satisfactory reply was received. Four cases of pension
applications were dealt with, in three of which satisfaction was obtained; the fourth case came before the Pensions Appeal Board and the returned soldier was granted
a pension together with a supplementary pension to his
wife and family.
At the annual general meeting Waverley RS.A. placed
on record its appreciation of the prompt mannerin which
General Headquarters dealt with all communications sent
forward by the branch.
The territorial camp of the Queen Alexandra Mounted
Rifles Regiment was held on the Waverley racecourse
June 23-30, 1924. This was the first time since 1918
that the regiment had come together. No horses were
taken into camp but the hours of training were fully occupied.
The annual R.S.A. dance, held on June 26, was a great
success. The Patea and WaverLey Press reported that
'Never before in the history of Waverley have such numbers been present at a dance. The dance has always been
a popular one, and this year there were 150 officers and
men of Queen Alexandra's Mounted Rifles present.
The hall was beautifully decorated with gaily coloured
streamers, festoons and balloons. The stage was converted into a lounge for chaperones and was decorated
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with a trellis of artificial flowers and greenery. The following Ladies' Committee was responsible for the decorations:- Mesdames C. E. Johnston, W. P. Wallace,
Misses Bourke, Southcombe and Mathieson. They are
to be congratulated upon their efforts.
The music was in the capable hands of the Premier
Orchestra, several extras being played by the Queen
Alexandra's band.
Mesdames A. G. Wallace, Bremer, Macfarlane,
Mathieson, Graham, Irvine, F. McDonald, F. Johnston,
Val Wyboume, Bradmore, C. Dickie and others who were
responsible for the supper arrangements worked like
Trojans, providing for over 500 dancers. Messrs F.
Kingsford, F. Blennerhassett, J. Robertson and J. Gould
acted as M.C.'s'.
The proceeds of the dance were in aid of the War
Memorial Fund which benefited to the extent of£70 9s
9d.
In 1925 the Government decided to close down the
Moumahaki Experimental Station, near Waverley and
sub-divide the farm.
Moumahaki, established in 1893, was one of six State
Experimental Farms in the North Island. It undertook a
wide variety of experiments with fertiliser, grass, lucerne
and vegetables and farmed stud sheep, dairy cattle and
pigs.
When it was announced that the farm was to be subdivided, Waverley R.S.A. wrote to the Minister of Lands
requesting preference for returned soldiers when offering sections for selection. The Hon. A. D. McLeod replied that 'on the general question of preference to soldiers, except in particular cases where the Department
was committed to absolute preference to soldiers, all
Crown land would in the future be open for general selection in accordance with the provisions of Section 113
of the Lands Act 1924, in which soldiers would have
equal preference with others.' The Minister further
added that he felt sure the Association would recognise
that at this late stage, repatriation had not the same significance as formerly, and that a large number of men
who were ineligible for service with the Expeditionary
Forces, should now be given an equal opportunity to
secure Crown land.
At the annual general meeting that same year, the president, Mr C. E. Johnston drew members' attention to the
steady decline in membership of the Association. In
March 1923 there were 69 financial members; by March
1924, this number had dropped to 52 and in March 1925,
the Association had only 45 financial members on the
roll. This in spite of the fact that the annual subscription had been reduced to 7s 6d and all arrears cancelled.
Mr Johnston said 'many men were still fighting a war
against the demon, ill health, and are in need of your
support. A claim to the Pensions Appeal Board these
days must be supported with evidence in order to have
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season A. G. Wallace won the New Zealand men's championship singles title.
During 1926, the roll showed a decided decrease in
the number of financial members. There was a lack of
interest shown generally by the returned men in the affairs of the Association. At the end of the financial year
there were 19 financial members as against 45 in the
previous year.
The smoke concert resulted in a loss of £8 12s 6d.
The committee had worked hard to make it a success
and the financial failure of this function was due to lack
of support by members. However, the annual dance
proved the usual success, the net proceeds being £29,
and this was paid over to the War Memorial Committee.
This 'amount practically eliminated the debt on the memorial and the wall around it.
P9PPY Day sales netted £14 5s 7d. This amount was
placed to the credit of the Unemployment Fund for returned men. During the year the committee spent £21
16s from the fund in beautifying and cleaning up the
War Memorial grounds and also in the cemetery grounds,
for which the WaverleyTown Board subsidised £ for £.
The work in each case was carried out by unemployed
returned men.
Membership continued to fall away and was down to
13 financial members when the annual general meeting
was held in 1927. In his annual report the president, Mr ,
Johnston said ... unless something is done to check this
retrograde tendency we had be!ter cease operations as
an Association as it is practically impossible for your
committee to carryon without the necessary support of
members ...
That same year total membership of N.Z.R.S.A. was
only 667 members.

the slightest chance, and the secretaries of the R.S.A.
are the men to find out and get that evidence. There are
many cases yet to be dealt with. You can give support
to your less fortunate comrades by paying your subscriptions promptly, thereby prolonging the life and usefulness of your Association'.
The Waverley R.S.A. annual ball held on June 24,
1925, was an unqualified success. Visitors were present
from Wanganui and Hawera, also a large number of cfficers and men from the Q.A.M.R. camp at the racecourse.
The music was supplied by the Queen Alexandra Band
under Lieutenant Buckley. An interesting number played
by the band was a composition by Lieut. Buckley entitled "Lovely Waverley". Played as a one step it was
encored over and over again. The band provided the
music gratis, thereby allowing the R.S.A. to hand over
their net proceeds to the War Memorial fund.
The accounts from the ball showed a credit balance of
£74 14s 11d and, together with £8 in donations, an
amount of £82 14s lId was handed over to the War
Memorial fund.
The result was very largely due to the untiring efforts
of the R.S.A. ladies' committee. Their assistance, during past years, had gone a long way towards enabling
the R.S.A. to raise nearly £400 for the War Memorial
fund.
Waverley R.S.A. was well represented at the unveiling of the Waverley War Memorial Clock Tower on
October 28, 1925. The large gathering of people from
all parts of the district was an indication that the people
of Waverley had not forgotten the sacrifices of those in
whose memory the monument had been erected. The
unveiling was performed by the Prime Minister, the Hon.
1. G. Coates.
Mr Harold Dickie, who had taken a prominent part in
the formation of Waverley R.S.A., was elected Government member for the Patea electorate in the General
Election held on November 4, 1925. Mr Dickie was a
member of Pate a County Council, Patea Hospital Board
and Pate a Harbour Board, until he resigned to volunteer
for war service in 1915. Returning to New Zealand in
1918, he rendered good service to returned soldiers as a
member of the Waverley Patriotic League, Waverley
R.S.A. and, as the Association's delegate to N.Z.R.S.A
district conferences.
In February 1926, Mr A. G. Wallace, vice president
of Waverley R.S.A., was selected for the New Zealand
lawn tennis team to tour New South Wales. Prior to the
Great War A. G. Wallace and C. J. Dickie, also from
Waverley, worked up the tennis doubles combination
that provided so many spectacular contests throughout
New Zealand. In the 1907-08 season the pair won the
New Zealand men's championship doubles and in
the 1913-14 season repeated the performance. That same

The first Association badge issued to members was
over twice the size of the one adopted in 1927.

A special vote of thanks was accorded the retiring
president, Mr C. E. Johnston, for his services to the Association during the past five years. The Rev. W. Kelly
was elected president for the ensuing year.
Poppy Day sales only netted £9. Unfortunately the
consignment of poppies for Waverley went astray and
did not arrive until Sunday April 24.
After meeting all expenses the annual dance showed
a credit balance of £17 16s 4d. £8 I 8s 2d was added to
the Association's general account and £4 9s Id each
was donated to the Waverley Plunket Society and the
Ladies' Rest Rooms.
Dr. A. G. Harvey, whose health. was affected by war
service, passed away in July. Dr. Harvey was a staunch
friend to the Digger whose health had broken down and
rendered valuable assistance in getting their cases reviewed by the War Pensions Department. During the
year, four necessitous cases were dealt with; two were
reinstated on pensions, one was being reviewed and one
turned down by the Department.
No calls were made on the Unemployed fund and at
the end of the financial year the fund stood at £27 16s
7d.
From 1927 to 1935 the committee had to struggle hard
to keep Waverley R.S.A. going. Despite the small
number of members and lack of support the Association never went into recess.
The Reverend Kelly resigned prior to the annual meeting in 1928. The annual report was presented by the
past president, Mr C. E. Johnston, who regretted having
to report that the membership had fallen from 13 financial members in 1927 to 7 in 1928. He said that 'something must be done to check this downward tendency
regarding our membership.'
It was estimated that there were 80 returned men living in the district who were not members of the Association. Later that same year a canvass for members
resulted in an increase in membership.
Two new members of the Association, Dr 1. P. Duncan
and Dr P. V. Graves, were elected president and vice
pre' lent respectively.
The proceeds from the sale of poppies on Poppy Day
1929 was very satisfactory. A total amount of £22 6s
6d was collected and the money used to alleviate distress among returned soldiers in the district.
Members were saddened to learn of the sudden death
of Mr D. D. Forsyth, secretary of the Association, at
Patea Hospital, on January 9, 1930.
Dave Forsyth volunteered for active service in South
Africa where he saw service with the New Zealand
Mounted Rifles. He joined up when the Great War broke
out, served with the machine gun corps and held commissioned rank. He spent four years with the machine
gunners and saw service in Egypt, Gallipoli, France and
Belgium. On coming to Waverley he joined Queen
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Alexandra's Mounted Rifles in which he held the rank
of captain.
He took a keen interest in public affairs, particularly
the Waverley R.S.A. It was mainly by his efforts that
the work of the R.S.A. in the district had been kept going for the past five years.
The Patea and Waverley Press reported that 'the funeral took place at the Waverley Cemetery with full
military honours. 'The service at the church and grave
side was conducted by the Reverend D. Gibson of Pat ea.
After the service at the church the coffin was borne to
the cemetery, the pall bearers being Lieutenants A.1. R.
Hastie, J. Stevens, J. M. Hartwell, E. F. Laws, E. L.
Honeyfield and L. R. Neilson.
The firing party, drawn from Captain Forsyth's squadron of machine gunners, was in the charge of SergeantMajor Stevens of Hawera. The party fired volleys while
the Last Post was sounded by a member of the Queen
Alexandra's Mounted Rifles band.'
The secretaryship was filled by the president, Dr
Duncan, who carried out the duties until the annual general meeting on April 25th. At the close of the annual
meeting those present marched to the cemetery and
placed a wreath on the grave of the late secretary.
During the early 1930s - the years of the economic
depression - the Association dealr"with numerous cases
of pensions for disabled and sick returned soldiers: the
medical and hospital expenses were obtained from the
Government in the case of a man who had his pension
granted the previous year in response to the Association's efforts; in another case a very inadequate pension
was raised to the full amount soon after an application
was made, this made the case eligible for the Economic
Pension and Family Allowance; the Association also
arranged to have a man admitted to hospital for the investigation of his ailment. In addition in the case of a
widow of a returned soldier the Association procured
the necessary forms and sent them on completion to
headquarters. The appropriate pension was promptly
granted in this case.
In cases where applications for assistance would not
have been dealt with by the War Pensions Department,
these were referred by Waverley R.S.A. to the Waverley
Patriotic League. The League at all times assisted the
committee in any cases of hardship brought to their notice.
Poppy Day at Waverley in 1930 was arranged as usual
by Miss I. Cheyne. Misses A. Bradmore, R. Alexander,
M. and C. Walkinton and M. Brewer willingly assisted
with the sale of poppies and an amount of £8 13s 3d
was collected.
During the depression, the committee, in conjunction
with the Waverley Town Board was instrumental in providing work for unemployed returned soldiers. The work
was carried out during the winter months each year. In
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