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Panoramic view of part of Purangi. Fort Hill in centre back, taken from Philip George's farm.

PURANGI
I rom Wise's New Zealand Guide 1974
I ranaki Province.
Locality in Inglewood County. Sheep farming. Twenty-three miles east from
Inglewood. Also accessible by road bearing west from the highway between Whangamomona and
. tr tford (Prov SH No 43) at a turnoff about 1 O~ miles below Whangamomona. Regular bus service
connects to and from Inglewood. Excellent scenery on the upper part of the Waitara River nearby. A church
III( r is notable for its fine Maori carving. Picturesque forest reserves in the vicinity. Purangi is the name
I)f (In
el net.
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; orge Hanover's coach and team outside the Boarding House in Purangi. c.1913.
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THE MAORI HISTORY OF THE NGATIMARU AREA
From an article by Mr Edward Te M Ngeru from THE STORY OF INGLEWOOD
The people of the Ngatimaru tribe are the descendants of the Tokomaru Canoe which left Hawaiiki
for Aotearoa. According to an old Ati Awa lament Whata appears to have been the commander and
builder of the Tokomaru canoe and T amaanki and Rakeiora responsible for the navigation.
From the descendants of the Tokomaru the following tribes were formed. Ngati Tama, who occupied
the territory north and south of the Mohakatino River. The Ngati Mutunga tribe which Sir Peter Buck
belonged to, and Te Atiawa occupied the territory along the coastal area to the south, whilst Ngatimaru
spread in along the Waitara River land.
Tarata, Purangi and Matau lie within the boundary of Ngatimaru. Little is known or has been recorded
of the pre 1800 era. The original chants upon which a good deal of the historical events of people is
based have been lost.
The Waitara River was the arterial route for the Ngatimaru people. Along its waterways they paddled
their canoes, built their pas and planted their crops. Today these redoubts can still be seen. The tribe
themselves rarely waged war except when outside tribes other than Ngatimaru trespassed.
The Paramount Chief of Ngatimaru in the early 1880s and until his death at Keri Kerin a was
Tutahanga. His son succeeded him. Each little group along the river at places siicf as Autawa,
PTIKemanoe, Purangi, Ngakorako, Manutangihia and Te Nau, had their leaders or spokesmen, but
acknowledged Tutahanga and his descendants as the rangitira. The spokesman for Purangi in the
latter part of the 1880s was a man called Tutanuku Tume. He lived on the flat along with his brothers
Epu and Whetu.
During the course oftheir journeys from place to place, whether it be by land or canoe, the Maori people
named places after people, what they looked like, or some particular incident. Some of these
translations, taking the words as they stand can have various meanings. Unless you know the story
connected with the meaning of the place it is difficult to ascertain its true meaning. "Purangi" translated
means a net for catching lamprey eels. These nets were usually set on ford crossings and the water
diverted to where the hinaki were. Lamprey eels (piharau) when on their run are considered a delicacy
by the Maoris and run in the Waitara River about July and August and the fords of the Mangaoapa were
a favourite spot for the lamprey eels.

The war lasted twelve months. Kingi's party and the Wanganui and Waikato allies were eventuallydef atud
at the Huirangi redoubt. Hapurona submitted to the British and signed articles of peace on 8 April 1861 ,
At this time, Wiremu Kingi was safe in the Waikato. After the peace Kingi returned with his followers nd
lived for a number of years at Te Nau and Manutahgihia. Some of the followers of Wiremu Kingi are buri d
on the ridge opposite Manutangihia across the river.
After his long seclusion, Wiremu Kingi went to Parihaka and became a follower of T e Whiti. He took with
him a large number of the Ngatimaru people, who through resentment of the Government's actions refused
to accept education. Many refused to learn to read or write and always spoke Maori, never English.
The Government of the day, in order to punish the insurgent tribes and to defray in part, the cost of the
war, confiscated all Ngatimaru lands. land to the Maori is his heritage. A sore blow was struck when the
Government confiscated this land. This caused much bitterness and resentment, something which still
exists but is mellowing with the years. These wars are often referred to by the Maori as the Pakeha wars.
Defeat and loss of lands by confiscation only made the Maori more bitter against all things Pakeha.
On December 3, 1863, an Act was passed which confiscated the land from any Maori or tribe which had
fought in the 1860-61 war. On 30 January, 1865, under the New Zealand Settlement Act 1863, the
Ngatimaru Lands were officially confiscated. Some areas of land were returned to friendly Maori and to
the Maori people as reserves. Today, many of these Reserves are in the form of what is known as West
Coast Settlement Reserve Act Leases. Examples are Rimutauteka, Otaraoa, Kau au, Autaua, Te Nau and
others. The Government returned in 1909 the land at Matau North, commonly called the Maori Reserve.
This was sectioned off as on the Ngatimaru and Upper Waitara Survey District maps and a Maori of the
Ngatimaru tribe allocated a section. This land, contrary to belief, is not a Reserve, but is owned by a Maori.
This is Maori land not a Maori Reserve. However, by this date, many of the original Ngatimaru people had
left the district and become followers of Te Whiti, the prophet at Parihaka. The majority of these never
returned. Their resentment of the Government's confiscation plus their knowledge of the contour of the
country the Government had alloted them did nothing to encourage them to return. Their attitude also was
that the Government was giving them the poorest portions of what was rightfully the Ngatimaru people's.
Wiremu Kingi, Te Rangitake (1795 - 13.1.1882) who was a Paramount Chief ofthe Te Atiawa tribe, became
disillusioned with the white man's ways after the war. He cut himself off from the rest of the community,
preferring seclusion when he found his influence failing through the spread of European customs. In his
last years, living a purely native life, he resided at Manutangihia and later moved to Kiangaru where he
died and is buried in an ancient Maori resting place, away from the white people, in a bend off the Waitara
River.

i'Ngatimaru became involved in the 1860-1861 Maori/Pakeha Wars, and during this time tauas (war
parties) made constant use of the Waitara River and the bush tracks. The Taumata Mahoe track was
the main route through the tribal lands. This started from the coastal branch tracks at Waitara, Urenui,
Onaero and Tikorangi, met in the valley of the Tara-mouka stream and travelled up the valley of that
stream (the Junction Road) from two miles beyond Tarata on to Purangi. The track crossed the
Waitara River at Purangi and at Pukemahoe. From Purangi it crossed the saddle into Matau, followed
the Hitoki stream to the Pohokura saddle, crossing the Mangaehu stream and the Taumata Mahoe
range, coming out on the Wanganui River at the mouth of the Tangarakau River. This track with its
branches was used a good deal during the Waitara War of 1860-61 by reinforcements of tribesmen
from the Ngatimaru and Upper Wanganui country.
This central highway of the North Taranaki tribes was first traversed by Rev Richard Taylor in 1843
who was in charge of the Maori Mission at Wanganui. A few years later Sir Donald Maclean, Minister
of Maori Affairs, travelled over this ancient highway from the Wanganui River to Waitara and New
Plymouth. This was an important cross-country connecting link between the hinterlands of Taranaki.
and the western sea coast.
.

an

The Maori roads were
footpaths. These tracks were formed by walking over the ground and
breaking by hand the shrubs and small trees that obstructed them. The top of the ridge was generally
preferred for a track and whenever they reached a crest where a view could be obtained, the bushes
were broken down. These hill brows were known as Tau Matas. Constant use of these tracks soon
formed well worn paths. On other occasions where there was a wide valley or rivers and streams,
these were used. Many of the roads within the district were built on these early tracks.

Meeting House overlooking Ngakarako - believed to be c. 1906.
In 1913, Sir Maui Pomare (Member of Parliament) addressed a gathering at Ngakorako Pa. In later
years the Meeting Housewas moved by MrTe Kapua Keepa and resited on the Ngatoto Road on land
which is commonly known as Henry Nuku's orchard. It became a ruin and was eventually burnt down.
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PUKEMAHOE MISSION STATION
It was in the late 1840s - early 1850s that the Rev Henry Govett, vicar of St Mary's in New Plymouth, worked
his way up the Waitara River. His periodic visits were made sometimes by canoe, assisted by friendly
Maori, and sometimes by walking the two day journey along Maori tracks. Mr Govett was not unknown to
the leading chief, who had heard of him on a previous visit to the outer world, and of the wonderful teachings
he was administering to those people. It was no wonder then that this pioneer preacher of the gospel was
received cordially and wholeheartedly into the inner circle of the tribe. What proved to be an advantage
and of the greatest assistance to his mission was the fact that he could converse and preach in the Maori
tongue. He spoke in a slow and deep voice, which made a deep impression on the people.
And so it was, that early in the 1850s, the Mission House of Tu-ki-te-Arero was established at Pukemahoe,
built exclusively as a place of worship and where debates on the teachings of the Bible could be held. Tuki-te-Arero literally means "You are out of order to converse on any other subject". The walls were of totara
planks laid horizontally in the European fashion, the windows were of European shape and the roof was
of split shingles, with the traditional Maori centrepole and earth floor. Mr W H Skinner, Surveyor, described
the mission as 'a fine example of Maori workmanship'.
The war and its subsequent actions caused the Ngatimaru people to reject anything Pakeha. Unfortunately
religion was placed in this category. The introduction in the early sixties of the Hau-hau cult - known as
Ringatu, and also as Paimariri worship - ushered in the decline of the Christian Church in this district. The
natives erected a tall totara pole (the symbol of the cult of Paimariri) about 24-30 feet in height in front of
the entrance door to the church and around this pole the fanatical Hau-haus danced and worked
themselves up into a frenzy of madness often until they dropped from exhaustion. It was indeed a sad
ending to the work and example of their former pastor.
The pole, after the style of a flagstaff, was surmounted by a wooden weathercock. At the base stood four
posts, as if this part had been railed off originally. When W H Skinner visited the area in 1887 he noted
several old hand grinding flour mills were scattered round indicating that wheat was once grown in this
locality.
The Mission House fell into disuse and gradually became a ruin. It was accidently burnt in a clearing fire
in 1895.
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are as follows:

Bounded on the North West and North by the sea from the mouth of the River Waitara to the tunn 1111
Parenikiniki and thence by a straiqht line in a direction due East (true bearing) for a distance of 20 mil s,
on the South East by a straight line from the Eastern extremity of the said Northern boundary in a cirecuon
south 39 degrees West (true) till it intersects the straight line between the summit of Mt Egmont und
Parikino on the Wanganui River; on the South by the said last named straight line from its intersection wlth
the said South Eastern Boundary to its intersection with the Kairoa and Waimate Road, on the We I by
the Eastern boundary of the Middle districts of Taranaki proclaimed under the New Zealand Settlemulll
Act, 1863, from the point last named to the commencing point at the mouth of the Waitara River.

Remains of Mission House at Pukemahoe.
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A TARANAKI HERALD REPORTER MADE A JOURNEY FROM NEW
PLYMOUTH TO MATAU ON HORSEBACK IN JANUARY 1895 AND
THIS IS PART OF HIS COMMENTARY:
You now approach another zigzag (Purangi) which is over a mile in length, the track is only eight feet wide,
therefore goods have to be sledged or packed to the back settlements. The scenery along this zigzag is
delightful and the riding track is good, as it is not cut up by carts.
We are now at Purangi, a distance of 23 miles from Inglewood and at the Waitara River again. At Purangi
there are two stores, one managed by H N Silk for CO Smith of Inglewood and the other managed by Jim
Milson for the Moa Farmers Union. These stores are opened twice a week. The township which is not yet
surveyed, lies on both sides of the Waitara River, but what will be the principal part is under crop by the
Maoris who have a good settlement there. However, as they have tried to stop the settlers from riding
through this part of the township, orders have been given to clear out.
The Junction Road at Silk's has now to be abandoned as the river, unbridged, with high cliffs, blocks the
way and a detour has to be made a short way down the Ngatoto Road. Turning on reaching Mr Leech's
house along a horse-shoe stretch of good grass land a ford is reached marked by a large willow tree on
each side of the river. The banks to the ford are very steep and of a blue clay nature that causes your horse
to sink to a good depth if you are not careful, but the bed of the river is solid. Having negotiated the ford
the Junction Road is reached at the rear of the Ngakorako Maori village.
Unless in exceptionally fine weather, tourists had better not attempt the ford as a great risk is incurred of
being detained on the other side as the river rises very rapidly when rain sets in. The better plan is to leave
your horse at Purangi and walk the rest of the journey, crossing the river on what is called "the chair on
a rope". The rope is fastened on one side to a Rewa-Rewa tree and on the other side to a large post firmly
fixed in the ground. Seated on a board similar to a swing board hung by chains you pull yourself over by
means of a pulley at either end. The sensation of being suspended 80ft above the water is rather peculiar
at first but wears off after a few crossings, but it is rather hard work pulling on the rope as the distance across
is about two chains. It is to be hoped that a bridge will be built before long as the present means of crossing
are both dangerous and may lead to loss of life.
Around Purangi the river scenery is grand with its river flats, horse-shoe bends and here, as at Tarata,
boating and canoeing can be indulged in. This township, when surveyed, must have a resale and there
is sufficient flat land for all kinds of sport as the flats are all in good grass. About a mile from the river the
Junction Road enters the Milson Special Settlement by a continuous zig-zag cut out of papa for about three
miles. The Mangaoapa Road on which several families are living, branches off to the right. This zig-zag
is the most beautiful on the road, the angles being all acute and the gulches steeper with precipitous hills
of greater height. In this Ngatimaru Survey District some of the hills rise to a great altitude, notably
Pukemahoe, which is about 1000ft high. etc ...

ROADS
By 1896 there was no improvement in the road and no sign of a bridge being built, so the settl r O()I
up a petition to the Minister of Lands. The Premier Richard John Seddon visited Tarata in 189(;,
therefore it is very likely that this petition was presented then.
An abridged version is as follows:
We the undersigned settlers at Purangi and neighbourhood, desire to bring before you the
urgent necessity of widening the last four miles of the Junction Road, west of Purangi which will
bring it to the Waitara River.
When the first settlers arrived between five and six years ago, they were promised a dray road
to Purangi without delay, but instead of the government performing this promise we have been
obliged to front up with a mere bridle track. Purangi is the depot for the district andif the road
was widened it would mean that a large number of sections now vacant would be taken up. The
bridge cannot be built until this work is completed as the present road is too narrow to get the
necessary materials to the site.
We beg to remind you that we are only asking that our rights as settlers be respected and
granted.
In conclusion, we earnestly request that you will grant our request in framing the estimates for
the coming year.
Their petition must have had some effect, because we find that in 1897 the road was widened, and by 1898
the material for the Purangi Bridge was actually on the site awaiting erection.
A contract mentioned in the Lands and Survey Year Book 1892-93:
Roads East of Waitara, Ngatimaru. The formation of the Junction Road between Matara Road
and Purangi has been carried out by the Milsom Special Settlers by piecework. Two miles have
been completed and the third is well advanced. The remaining three miles and 57 chains have
been let in four contracts by tender to the settlers in the district. The first three miles is a cart road
and the remainder will be an 8 ft wide bridle road, with cart bridges and it should be opento traffic
by about August 1892.
Supervision by F Hursthouse.
This section of road is from Pukeho to the Purangi Bridge which takes in the Purangi Saddle. Mr Neil Smillie
who wrote the MATAU book interviewed the late Mr Tom Chapman who worked with five others on one
of these contracts. Their contract was for one mile in length, and it took them seven months to complete.
The price was 4 ~ pence (about 4 cents) per yard for clay and 6Y4pence (about 5 cents) per yard for papa.
With this price they thought they were made, as they were earning about two shillings and sixpence to three
shillings and sixpence (25-35 cents) a day. Their equipment for the job consisted of shovels, picks and a
wheel-barrow, plus physical strength and endurance.
For 20 years Godfrey Smith was roadman for the Clifton County and looked after the road from Tarata to
Purangi. The metal to the summit of the Purangi Saddle was supplied by Drake Bros who were metal
contractors. The roading contractors were W Thomason and W Crozier who carted the metal in two yard
block drays. Jack Prosser was employed as a surfaceman.
Cameron and Brooking metalled the road from the top of the Purangi Saddle to the bridge about 1904.
There was a lapse of several years before Jack Neilson metalled the road as far as the school.
Pukemahoe Road
It was first metalled in 1956. Frank Walsh reformed it with his bulldozer and Brian Walsh carted the
metal.They were working on the new bridge approaches at about this time.
Mangaoapa Road

Maori settlement at Purangi c.1900 (McAllister Coli, Alexander Turnbull Library).

In 1910-11, letters from Purangi settlers were written asking for a road to be opened up to get acc 58 to
Kiore Station, otherwise settlers had to go round through Matau.
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canoe with my friend the pig-drover of Devon Street, Big Peter. After the usual Maori greetings I
kr d
Peter what he was doing here as there appeared to be no signs of recent occupation. Turning to his wil( ,
who accompanied him, and whom I had not previously met, he replied, "We have come to meet you." 111~
statement surprised me as I had made no appointment of this kind, and had not met or seen Peter sinco
three months before in Devon Street. I asked him to explain. In reply he said that his wife had awakened
him that morning, some time before daybreak, and told him to prepare the canoe to take her down the river
to Purangi. (Their home was at Ngatoto, some three miles upstream.) Asking her the reason for this
unusual proceeding, she replied, "Kina (Skinner) is coming today. He called me in my dream to come and
meet him." This mystical warning, beyond the ken of doubting Europeans, was not to be questioned by
Peter. He arose and prepared the canoe and came to meet me. So certain was he of his wife's occult
powers, that some time before it was possible to see our party, he fired his fowling piece, to warn me of
their approach, in accord with Maori practice. A peculiar forecasting of a meeting which impressed myself
and the party of the power, or gift of intuition as in this instance."
This incident made a deep impression on me and my party. My diary continues with the remainder of the
day's happenings: " ... after lunch (at Purangi) we went down by Peter's canoe to Pukemahoe, the former
mission station, now a deserted and ruined village, not a whare left. The mission church still stands, but
in a dilapidated condition.

EARLY SETTLERS

KFR,IIU?INI;,\

~T/~:nTI

I

The first five young men arrived in Purangi on 15 April 1891. Their names - Messrs William Hyde Hart,
Austin Bell Leech, Herbert Nelmes Silk, Whiteford John Paton and Francis John Webb. They had'
purchased sections adjoining each other.
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SURVEYS
The township of Purangi was surveyed in 1895 by H M Skeet.
Mr Skinner surveyed the Junction Road from Tarata to the right bank of the Waitara River at Purangi. He
laid off minor roads Pukeho, Pukemahoe and Ngatoto. The Purangi Saddle is called the Kaimiko Tuipaki
range. This survey was made in 1886-1887. His first camp was at the deserted village of Kirikiri about half
a mile upstream from the Tarata bridge. The last camp was at Ngatoto where Big Peter lived with his wife
and son,
Surveys, at a later date, further up the river were done by Murtagh, also Orbell. The latter used to keep
his car in Silk's stables.
Mr Skinner wrote a book entitled REMINISCENCES OF A TARANAKI SURVEYOR and this rather
interesting account is from his book:
Maori Intuition
My first visit to Pukemahoe and Purangi was on October 6, 1887, and was the occasion of a remarkable
incident. Early in July I had met a Maori at New Plymouth, whom I knew as 'Big Peter", from the upper
Waitara district. He was driving a mob of pigs, that he had brought to town for sale, along Devon Street.
I greeted him and remarked that I would probably meet him when working on the survey of the district where
he lived. Nothing more was said in regard to the matter for the man was fully occupied in rounding up and
coaxing his pigs along the main highway of the town. I arrived at my new camp after the winter spell, on
the evening of October 4. On the following day I decided to inspect the country ahead through which the
main line of road would pass, coming on to the Waitara River again at Purangi. I now quote from my diary:
"Tuesday, 6th October, 1887. An early start, the weather being fine and promising. Took blanket and tentfly with tucker for two days. Followed the native track to head of Taramouku valley and over the dividing
range down into the Waitara valley at Ngakorako. Fording the river we crossed over to the native settlement
of Purangi now deserted. Here we boiled the billy and had a snack of food. While resting and taking in the
fine prospect of the river and its forest clad banks we were startled by the report of a gun upstream followed
after a while by a second report. Presently there swept around a bend in the river below us a fairly large

Three of the original five settlers who came to Purangi in 1891.
L to R: W.H. Hart, F.J. Webb and A.B. Leech.
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The following

i

an account written in 1933 by W H Hart of the first five settlers:

F J Webb I eft ngland on SS TAINUI in 1890 arriving in Wellington 18 December 1890. He and Hart
spent C hri tmas in Wellington then Webb left for Taranaki and stayed with Mr Evans near Omata. Hart
went to Wanganui to see if there was any land for settlement. As there was not we decided to look at
the Ngatimaru Block. Picking up Leech and Paton we made a party with a pack horse and wentthrough
to Ngatoto; camped there in a Maori whare. Paton decided to take up the Ngatoto section; Leech and
I took up sections which we afterwards lived on.
When I got back to New Plymouth I wrote to Webb telling him what we had done. He decided to take
up a 90 acre section. Leech in the meantime had met Silk in Wellington. Silk chose the section on the
river near the bridge.
I was still in New Plymouth; Webb joined me and we waited for Leech, Silk and Paton. Meanwhile we
bought a horse each and when the party was assembled in Inglewood we bought a ton of stores and
gotthem to the Tarata bridge which had just been built. From there we engaged Maori to take the stores
up the river in canoes. They landed everything on the bank just where the present (first) bridge stands.
The Maori charged ten pounds for canoeing which would be considered a pretty stiff price even today
for carrying a ton of stores.

J Webb appeared in a local newspaper in 1933
From Our Own Correspondent

This tribute to Mr F

'

The large attendance at the funeral of Mr Francis John Webb on Tuesday afternoon was a striking proot
of the esteem and respect in which he was held throughout the district in which he has resided for 43 years.
Mr Webb came from Walton-on- Thames and at the age of 27 the pioneering instinct urged him to give up
a posiition in the War Office and come to New Zealand. He arrived in the S.S. Tainui in 1890. With four
companions, Messrs Paton, Hart, Leech and Silk, he penetrated the virgin bush of the Purangi district and
formed the settlement. At that time there was only one mile of the Junction Road metalled out of Inglewood.
At Purangi these pioneer settlers had no road at all for eight years, and there was no bridge overthe Waitara
River. After being in Purangi for some time Mr Webb shifted to Lepperton. While resident there he was
a member of the Clifton County Council. In 1899 he returned to Purangi and remained there until he retired
to reside in Windsor Road, Inglewood. MrWebb leaves a widow and a daughter and a son Mrs S. Mounsey
and Mr A J Webb, Purangi. The funeral service was conducted by Archdeacon Gavin. At th
raves ide
there was a remarkable gathering of the old settlers of the district. The bearers were Messr II lambert
H L Cutfield, C 0 Lyon, Wheatley, J W Thomas and F Gyde.
'

The Maori took longer to come up the river than we did overland. We arrived at dusk and pitched our
tent on a clearing, which is now a reserve, up the river a little from the bridge. Next day we had a look
around and decided to build a whare on Silk's land near where the store afterwards stood.
Charles Rumble was the first European to live in the district and then only for short periods. He had
a whare on a river flat Oarero downstream from Purangi. He grazed cattle on the flats but did not own
any land. The Maori bought cattle and some of these ran wild inthe bush. Even as late as 1920 progeny
of these animals roamed the upper Waitara Valley beyond Manutangihia .
.section 7 Block 1 99 acres
Francis John Webb obtained title 26.2.1891
Francis John Webb was born in England in 1860. He qualified as an architect and had a position in
the War Office in London. He emigrated to New Zealand on the SS TAINUI arriving in Wellington
18.12.1890. He was 31 years old when he arrived in Purangi on 16.4.1891, and died aged 73, in 1933,
His section contained some of the best land in the district. He built a slab hut with split shingles for the
roof; this later became the woolshed for the district. He married Miss A E Cotton of New Plymouth and
they went to England for their honeymoon. On their return they bought a small farm at Lepperton and
lived there for a time before returning to Purangi. In 1899 he was elected to the Clifton County Council
as the member for the Ngatimaru riding.
F J Webb records in his diary on 15.9.1909 of the arrival of four goats. Mr Webb worked hard felling
bush and later stumping and ploughing. In his diary he records planting barberry on a fence line in June
1914. He had the first agricultural seed and manure drill in the district and his two cow milking plant
arrived from J Chambers & Son of Hawera on 10 November 1919. There were two children - Frances
and Arthur John Travers better known as "Peter".
Peter married Miss Lesa Mounsey and they had three children. He died in 1956. The land was owned
by Frank and is now owned by Frank's son, Peter Webb.

Francis John Webb - one of the first five settlers c1900.
Section 3 in Block 13, 495 acres was taken by
Whiteford John Paton on 26.2.1891.
This land was known as Ngatoto, several miles up the Ngatoto Road from Purangi, known today as lvor's.
Paton's funeral took place on 11 September 1916.
Section 5 Block 1, 299 acres
William Hyde Hart obtained title on 26.2,1891

In 1976 Frederick Nelmes Silk wrote:
In F J Webb's time I can remember a single barberry bush in the sheep yards. Today there are
thousands of barberry plants all over the country. Birds have spread the seed far and wide. The
foxgloves (now a problem) were planted by the women folk of the men who made the roads. The seed
was spread by sheep and grew in rotting logs and stumps.

This section was originally 501 acres and was taken up as a partnership and later divided between W H
Hart, 299 acres (on Junction Road from the top of the saddle) and F J Webb, 202 acres. Hart made a road
perhaps half a mile long to his house. "Hart's well" was said to be 80 feet deep. F J Webb helped to dig
the well and could only stay down there for short periods of time because of the lack of oxygen. In bright
sunlight the stars were quite clearly visible from the bottom of the well. It is thought W H Hart came from
South Africa and may have come to New Zealand on the same ship as F J Webb.
Section 6 Block 1 Ngatimaru Survey District, 220 acres
Francis John Webb 27.4.1891
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til I se was held on deferred payment licence but at that date was converted to lease
in perpetuity. At this time 20 acres of bush had been felled with a further 25 acres to be started on. On
11.6.1893 th ection was transferred to Mrs Elsie Chapman. By 31 July 1893 Mrs Chapman had almost
completed th building of a three roomed house on the section, and there was at this date 50 acres of felled
bush in grass. By 20 March 1896 Mrs Chapman had two sons, Richard and Henry working for her.
14.7.1897, Mrs Chapman entered into partnership with her two sons.
18.10.1897, 120 acres felled and in grass. Apparently at this time the land was used for dairying.
8.3.1905, 210 acres of the section was sub-leased to Mr A B Leech who held the adjoining land, Section
8, on a freehold basis.
26.5.1908, the lease transferred to Francis John Webb.
In 1933 F J Webb died and the section was transferred to Arthur John Travers Webb on 8.12.1933.
AJT Webb died on 13.6.1956. The section was transferred to Francis Richard Webb on 20.1.1957.
F P J (Peter) Webb and H M (Heather) Webb bought this section on 1.7.1991.
Until 25.4.18

Mr and Mrs Chapman came from Akaroa. He had worked on the construction of the Lyttelton railway
tunnel; he was illiterate but his wife taught him to write his name. They planted a large orchard, kept bees
and w~re great gardeners. He was an expert in the use of a scythe and used to mow the orchard for hay.
He died in 1912 at the age of 73 and was buried in Purangi cemetery on 10 May. Mrs Chapman was Scottish
and able to read and write. Frederick Nelmes Silk remembered three of her sons , Tom, Henry and George.
She took a keen interest in local and national affairs. After her husband died she lived in Field's cottage
and in the creamery manager's house; she boarded some of the bus drivers and was drowned at Matau
aged 84 and was buried in the Purangi Cemetery on 28.12.1922.
Section 8 Block 1 127 acres
Austin Bell Leech took up the land in 1891 and obtained title on 11.3.1901.
The creamery site (approximately one acre) was purchased by the Tarata Dairy Co Ltd. on 11.3.1901.
Leech sold the balance of 126 acres to A H Barnett on 16.7.1901.
The house and orchard (approximately 11 acres) were sold to Kapua Keepa on 16.10.1915.
The balance of Barnett's section was sold to A J Webb 10.9.1923.
The coach stable and horse paddock were on this section at the Ngatoto/Junction Road corner.
A B Leech was born in 1862 at Milford near Edinburgh, Scotland. He enrolled at the Edinburgh University
as a medical student and made three trips in sailing ships to New Zealand as "ship's surgeon" as doctors
were known as in those days. He evidently knew Silk and Paton in Wellington.
The house that Leech built was unique in having an attic with a dormer window and a staircase. He planted
a large orchard. He married Miss Hoby; there were four children, Margaret, Laurence, Jean and Barbara.
Leech died in 1941 and is buried at Thames.
Kapua Keepa pulled the old house down and rebuilt on the northern side of the orchard. This section was
later occupied by Henry Nuku and family and became known locally as "Henry's Orchard". At present there
are no buildings on the section. The remnants of the orchard are still there and some apple trees are bearing
delicious fruit.

Herbert ran sheep and dry stock. When the creamery started he milked cows as well as keeping a low
pigs which were sent to the Inglewood Bacon Factory.

Section 9 Block 1 Ngatimaru Survey District 445 acres
John Campbell 30.3.1903
Mr and Mrs Campbell and grown up family, Bill, Joe, Annie and Emily came from the South Island.
John Campbell was a local preacher for the Methodist Church and Mrs Campbell used to act as
midwife. Their son Joe, died after a bush felling accident. Emily married Frank Neilson in St Peter's
Church, Purangi, on 30 September 1908.

Then there was the Dowman family who came from Akaroa. There were seven sons - Bill, Carr,
Walter, Oliver, Percy, Harry and George and two daughters Nelly and Amy. The two youngest boys
- George, born 3.11.1892, and Harry, born 6.1.1888, were the first two children enrolled at Purangi
School on 12 February 1901. The boys were all good axemen but Walter and Percy were outstanding.
At a Matau sports meeting F N Silk remembers Walter being the scratch man sitting on top of his 24"
block watching the other competitors chopping through their blocks till a few seconds before his time
was called. He jumped down and won. Walter was later bridge foreman for the Clifton County.
Percy married a Miss Herlihy whose brother Maurice was instrumental in forming a Boy Scout patrol
in Purangi; this only functioned for a few months.
Nelly married Charles Webb, a relation of F J Webb. They went to England to live but Charles was
killed in action in France so Nelly returned to Purangi and lived in F J Webb's house, built by
Chapmans, on Ngatoto Road with her son Ivor and daughter Unajessima.
Further arrivals were Bill (Frederick William) and Mrs Mary Pennington and family, Bert, Manu, Fred,
Ruth, Alf, Flora, Minnie and Jack. Bill, a son of Joseph Pennington of Inglewood, built the Boarding
House with a large school room where school was held from 1901 until the school was built in 1909.
Bill leased the Domain and Tawapehu to run a herd of cows. He was chairman of the school committee
for many years and captain of the rifle club.
Charles Pennington was on Pukemahoe. Dick (Richard) Pennington's eldest children began school
at Purangi. They were Dulcie, Roy, and Victor. Dick ran a goods service at one time between
Inglewood and Purangi while living at Tarata.
Pukemahoe changed hands many times; many owners employed managers. These included Percy
Hall, an Englishman from Dr Barnado's Home in London. He was drowned in the river on 5.3.1908.
Dick Powell was there for some years; there were several children. One little girl Meta died in February
1909 and is buried in the Purangi cemetery. Wilkes was another manager.
Grant Glasgow known as "Doctor" bought Pukemahoe on 20.4.1910. He enlarged the house, built a
woolshed and felled bush. He sold to a bachelor, Ralph Allen, 24.8.1912.

Section 4 - 62 acres, 10 - 302 acres, Ngatimaru Survey District, were farmed and sold as one unit.
Arthur Silk took it up in 1891 and obtained title on 24.8.1898.
Herbert Nelmes Silk on 16.3.1901.
The Silk Family, Thomas and Eliza his wife, with their children Herbert Nelmes, 16 years (born in 1864),
Martell, 6 years (born 1874), and Arthur and Louise, emigrated to New Zealand in 1880. The barque
HANNAH LANDLES took three months to sail from Glasgow, 14.8.1880, to Wellington, 15.11.1880.

Herbert Silk managed a general store at Purangi for CO Smith of Inglewood. This was really a branch
of Smith's Inglewood business. He later bought the Purangi Store. He also had the Post and Telegraph
Office and was made a Justice of the Peace.

The Budget 5 January 1895 ran the following advertisement:
C 0 Smith - Inglewood and Purangi

Herbert Nelmes Silk worked in a menswear shop in Wellington for 10 years, and was a volunteer in the
Wellington Artillery. He was 27 years of age when he went to Purangi. As with the other four original settlers,
he felled bush, built his own house with pitsawn timber, and dug a well to supply water for the house. Tanks
were not available until the road was formed over the saddle.

Christmas Fruits
Plain and Fancy Biscuits
Lollies
Chocolates
Toys and Fancy Goods

He married Miss Jean Revell of Kairanga, near Palmerston North. There were four children - Fred, Meta,
Bert and Phyllis. Fred was the first pakeha child born in Purangi and the Maori presented him with a cloak
made from the feathers of kiwis, pigeons and pheasants.

Photo frames, Christmas cards, vases and other glassware
in the newest designs, which will be offered at a very small
advance on the cost price.
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In spit
f II competition and extraordinary devices to force
the
Ie of old stock, C 0 Smith's is still the best place to get
fresh and reliable soft goods of all kinds at the lowest prices.
Fresh drapery arriving every week. No accumulation of old
stock.
(Then an apology to inform his customers that his Pictorial
Calendars would be late arriving because SS OTARAMA had
had a collision in the English Channel.)
Silk's General Store was, in a way, an information centre. Notices of coming events, sports meetings,
dances, school concerts, etc, were displayed in the store. As a boy Fred Silk used to assist in the store
and his big ears heard all manner of discussions. Only when Fred began to write about his time as
a lad in Purangi did he wish he could remember some of the trials and tribulations of those settlers
who braved the mud roads and isolation of all those years ago.
As roads were made in Matau, Herbert Silk employed men to deliver stores to the construction camps
with a horse and dray. The Matau saddle was a sea of mud in winter and spring, making the delivery
a gruelling task for man and beast.
He leased the farm to Bailey and Andrewson for a short time but sold it to W Woisin in 1912 after having
lived in Purangi for 21 years.
The whole population turned out to wish Mr and Mrs Silk farewell at a function held in the Boarding
House then owned by Mr and Mrs A H Barnett. The whole house was made available for the function
which took the form of a dance. The dance was held in the old school room with the music being
supplied by piano, violin and accordion. The dining room was available to those who wished only to
sit and talk. The kitchen was a hive of activity with the bustling of the ladies in charge of supper. Mr
John Campbell presented Mr and Mrs Silk with a couple of easy chairs.

View of Paton's House on Ngatoto Road c1900. The walnut tree is still there on the flat sometimes
referred to as Ivor's Flat or Ngatoto Flat.

Settlers on the Upper Waitara River at Manutangihia were Lowe, McCord, Hamilton and George
Young. Walter and Percy Dowman built a bridge with pitsawn timber, over a tributary of the river
beyond Ngatoto to give access to this land.
Some of the other people living in the district were the Farnham Brothers, Phillip and Charley who
married two sisters. They farmed on the Mangaoapa Road and used a steam engine to drive a
separator and churn.
Bert and Reg Field owned land onthe Mangaoapa Road. Reg left the district and Bert builton a section
in the township (where the Bertrand house later stood) and married a Miss Fougere of Tarata.
A heavily tattooed Maori lady, Mrs Isaacs, lived on Ngatoto Road, on land owned by Mr Barnett, near
the entrance to the Domain. For many years it was a favourite spot for picking daffodils.
Mrs Waignarunui lived in a small home on Junction Road on the right, on the township side of the
bridge, immediately before Field's house.

1932 Wire rope cage crossing the Waitara River in front of Watkins' house, to their farm wher
cows were milked. Fields' cottage on the right.

Early settler outside his whare.
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THIS SHOWS WHEN LAND OCCUPIERS
SECTIONS THEY HELD.

CAME AND LEFT ANDTH

Some of the earliest land owners' names are not available. If for any reason the land reverted b
to the Crown, only the subsequent landowners' names are on record.
Column
Column
Column
Column

=

one
two
three
four

-

name
arrival and departure date
section number
block

N
Ngatimaru Survey District
UW Upper Waitara Survey District

Webb's Hut, built of split slabs, on site of present woolshed. White horse has pack-saddle on.

Mr F J & Mrs A Webb and their children Frances and Peter in front of their home c1907.

Leech's home on Ngatoto Road (Henry's orchard).

=

one

two

three

four

AMON Bill, Alf and Sam

1932-1965

ALLEN Ralph Hanson
BARNETT Arthur Harold
BERTRAND William Norton
BERTRAND George David
BLACKWELL Richard George
BISHOP Lionel

1912-1914
1907-1923
1952-1963
1972-1973
1938-1944
1920-1922

CAMPBELL John
CAMPBELL William John
CHAPMAN Elsie & George
CLEAVER Philip Thomas
COLL YER Paul
CORKILL Roy and Jean
DOBSON Frank Edward
DINGLE Ian Edward

1900-1919
1919-1953
1893-1908
19781914-1919
1943
1911-1911
1963-1969
1964-1969
1906-1920
1904-1907
1918-1920

25,19,
12,1,13,14
30,
14, 13, 12
8,
3,
17,
3,
5,
3,
9,
5,4,9,10
6,
5,6,7,21
14,13,12

5
1
2
1
1
2
2
2
1
13
1
1
1
2
1

N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
UW
N
N
N
N
N

25,
4,9,
10,
5,
3,
4,10,

5
1

N
N

2
13
1

N
UW
N

1920-1922
1904-1906
1925-1938

4,10
5,
3,

1
2
2

N
N
N

1910-1911
1907-1910
1963-1975
1975-1977
1953-1982

7,
14,13,12
3,
3,
10,

2
1
2
2
1

N
N
N
N
N

GEORGE Robert
GOOCH Leo Allan
GROSSMAN Hans Raymond
GRAHAM Alan Robert

1969
1988
1982-1988
1985
1950-1957
1944-1952

4,9,
10,
10,
6,8,
9,
3,

1
1
1
1
1
2

N
N
N
N
N
N

HART William Hyde
HANNAH Desmond Victor

1891-1906
1961-1973

5,
3,5,6,7,21

1
2

N
N

DOWMAN Alfred Oliver
EASON Alice Maud Mary
FABISH Bernard Joseph
FAIRHURST William Thurston
and
JURY Owen Charles
FIELD Burton John
FLETCHER Joshua Spencer
FARNHAM Phillip
and
FARNHAM Charles Christian
GLASGOW Nathaniel Grant
GEORGE Douglas Desmond
GEORGE Gavin
GEORGE Leonard Raymond Henry
GEORGE Phillip Raymond
and
GEORGE Alethea Pearl

Page 19

Page 18

Taranaki Archives @ www.newplymouth.info

k

HANNAH Hel n I li/ beth
HARTIGAN Thom
HELLIER Thomas
HILLS Jesse James
HEATH Eric Winton
and
MITCHELL Laurence Stoddart
HINDRUP Edward Carl
HOPKIRK Alexander
HANSEN Graeme William
HUTTON Robert
HOBBS, Ken
JENKINS Stanley Arthur

1973-1981
1900-1904
1896-1910
1906-1908

17,
5,
7,21
5,

1922-1934
19281955-1961
1919-1928
1971-1977
19781977-1980
1917-1920

5,
3,
5, 6, 7, 21
14,13,12
18, 19
18,19,
3,
5,
3,
17,
5,
8 (part),
8,
5,
3,
17,
25,19,
12,1,13,14,
30,

KARANGA Family & extended Family 1927-1972
KING Frederick Robert
1957-1968
KEEPA Kapua
1915
LEECH Austin Bell
1891-1907
LEAKE S G (Bill) & Margaret
1968-1973
LOBB Robert
1990
MCCOLL James
1981-1990
MASON Robin Lethbridge
1965-1980
MATTHEWS
19?-19?
McGARVEY Bruce & Mary (leased Sanders)
and
HODGES Richard & Margaret
1989-1992
MOUNSEY Richard
1916-1949
MOUNSEY Sefton
1973-1978
MOUNSEY John William (leased)
1930-1942
NEILSON Murray Joseph
1951-1952
NGERU Edward
NOPS Percy George
and
COOK David
1903-1904
NUKU Henry
PH ILLIPS Robert Horace
1913-1917
PATON Whiteford John Bell
PRATT Samson Matthew
PUATA
REEVE William Jesse
ROWAN William
RUSSELL Michael
SANDERS Martin

SANDERSON Rex
SANGSTER (leased Schreiber's)
SCHRE;IBER
SILK Arthur
SILK Herbert Nelmes
SCOTT S J
and
WARD Iris
SCOWN Eric and Paul
STEWART Alex Grey
THOMAS Joseph William
TOHE Pakanga

5,6,7,21,
5,6,7,21,
5,6,7,
4,10,

2
2
2
1

1
13
2
1
2
2
2
1
13
2
1
1
1
1
2
2
5
1
2

2
2
2
1

N
N
N
N

N
UW
N
N
N
N
N
N
UW
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N

N
N
N
N

7,

2

N

5,
3,
3,
3 (leased),

1
13
13
13

N
UW
UW
UW

1985

3,
7,
17,
25,19,
12,1,13,14
30,
Ngatimaru B

13
2
2
5
1
2
14

UW
N
UW
UW
N
N
UW

1891-1901
1901-1912

10,
4,10,
4,10

13
. 1
1

UW
N
N

1949-1955
1980-1990
1911-1930
1908-1913
1921-1941

5,6,7,21
3,
25,
5,
3,

1891-1904
1907-1913
1913-1917
1904-1910
1990
1980

2
2
5
1
2

N
N
N
N
N

GROUP OWNERSHIP TOHE Pakanga
TE WHITA Rangiwhenua
TE WERI Nairetuterangi
TE ARAHU Pare Whakairo
VOSALJKO George
and
VOSALJKO Tony Bartell
VICKERS Ronald & Vena
WATKINS Richard
WATSON William Edwin
WATSON Thomas Nestor
WALSH Dennis
WEBB Francis John
WEBB Arthur John Travers (Peter)

1941-1963

3,

2

N

1928-1932
1963-1971
1938-1963
1911-1916
1957-1963
1954-19?
1891-1931
1931-1961

14, 13, 12,
18, 19,
18, 19,
7, 21
9,
5,4,10,
5,6,7,
5,6,7,8,
25,

1
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
5

N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N

WEBB Francis Richard
and
WEBB Meryl

1961-1991

5,6,7,8,
3,5,10,
1,

1
13
2

N
UW
N

WEBB Francis Peter John
and
WEBB Heather Mary

1991

5,6,7,8,
3,5,10,
1,
4,10
4,10,
3,5,

1
13
2
1
1
13

N
UW
N
N
N
UW

6, 8, (part)
Ngatimaru B

1
14

N
UW

WOISIN Johann Joachim
WOISIN Frederick William
WEBB Ivor Charles Percy
WOODS Frank
and
WOODS Susan

1922-1926
1915-1918
1928-1980

1983-1985

NAMES OF SOME OF THE OWNERS OF SOME OF THE VILLAGE
SECTIONS
AITKEN Ian & Laurel
BERTRAND William Norton
BERTRAND George David
CAMPBELL William John
FABISH Bernard Joseph
FAIRHURST William Thurston
FIELD Burt
GREEN Kevin
HANNAH Helen Elizabeth
HANOVER George
HANSEN Graeme
HUTTON Robert
JURY Owai Charles Tudor
KNOTT James
PELLOW Ernest Edward
PENNINGTON Frederick William
PENNINGTON Joseph
PENNINGTON Mary
SILK Herbert Nelmes
TUME Rangi
TUME Tutanuku
TUME Family
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VICKERS Ronald
WATKINS Richard
WATKINS Harry
WOISIN Frederick William
WOISIN Johann Joachim Heinrich

February 1958 Dick Watkins' House (ex Boarding HOLi
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Arthur Silk emigrated to New Zealand in 1880 with his parents and brothers and sister. He took lip
land in Purangi in 1891 and recorded in verse much of what he saw and experienced .. Recordod 11m"
is an extract from a poem composed by Arthur called THE PIONEERS
'Twas five young men of noble birth
Made up their minds to till the earth;
The land they bought, it inland stood
'Twas many miles from Inglewood;
But tired with travel all that day
To this small township on their way;
And as the day was well nigh spent
Early to bed these young men went;
They did not see that mountain high
As it was wrapt in cloudy sky;
. But when the morning broke out fine
A sight they saw almost divine;
Mount Egmont, with her crater bed
Once lifted up its fiery head.

Now o'er the river a bridge they mad
A wire rope, with logs was stayed;
With pulley, boards made like a sling
They pulled themselves and everything;
Sometimes they used a large canoe
'Twas quicker than the sledge they drew;
And oft when down the rapids shot
Canoe turned over and doused the lot;
But all were happy and life was gay
Livin' a life in nature's way;
Wild pigs and cattle were used for food
As they were teeming in the wood;
Along the river they made their way
A place they knew they'd often stay;
Just as they started on the chase
A bull rushed from some hiding place;
The only place they could see
To climb the branches of a tree;
They fired till all the shot was spent
But still the thing it never went;
It tore the ground and branches tore
For hours kept up a mighty roar;
At last it lay upon the ground
And down the tree without a sound;
A man with slasher in his hand
He killed the beast.

Packhorse, provisions all secure
Some days it took to be quite sure;
But as their business now was done
This inland journey they had begun;
And many a weary mile they went
To that bright land, their hearts were bent;
And when they sent (t'was in years gone by)
When bush stood thick to veil the sky;
No road they had, but just a track
Through many a valley and razorback;
The track, oft filled with fern and log
To keep from sinking in the bog;
And oft a supplejack just stood
To trip them up, going through the wood;
But oh! It was a wondrous scene
While going through these shades of green;

One day the whare caught alight
And from the hill one saw the Sight;
And down he ran at awful pace (Silk)
To save the things within this place;
As twenty pounds was put away
'Twas risk one's life, or let it stay;
He rushed inside, heroic pluck
And having the very best of luck;
He got the notes through all the blaze
The numbers the only part he saves;

Their journey, now about to end
Just as they passed round one short bend;
A natural clearing opened wide
With bush clad hills on every side;
Before that glade of grassed green
A river rolled its way between'
And now they reach this promised land
Each man doth give his friend a hand;
But first of all it was just a tent
To shelter them where e're they went;
And then a Maori whare stood
'Twas built of ponga and of wood;

As time went on a road was made
But not without the settlers' aid;
And as no metal near was found
'Twas often they were weather bound;
At first they used a bullock dray
As horses could not go that way;
And oft it was six times a day
If not dug out, 'tis there would stay;
With many years of weary toil
To cultivate and till the soil;
And lots of money now was spent
Around the land as fences went;
The need of timber now was found
A pit was dug within the ground;
And all the boards were sawn by h ncl
from trees that grew upon the land;
In stacks around the timber stood
Sawn from the very best of wood;

Now days of work, though days of pleasure
Left little time for leisure;
And so they go and axe in hand
To fell the bush and clear the land;
Many a track through bush they made
With shovel, grubber, pick and spade;
A sledge they used along the track
To ease the load from off their back;
And oft a hundred acres broke
In flames, and ended up in smoke;
And on the ash they'd sow the seed
To give the stock their daily feed;
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Now later on to make things gay
Someone proposed a holiday;
But when they had their dinners spread
Upon the bank of a grassy bed;
A score of pigs came rushing round
And o'er the tablecloth they bound;
The people ran from every side
And all the things were scattered wide;

Four miles away, a mighty tree
The best of timber they could see;
A saw pit by the river made
The timber now they stacked and stayed;
And waited till the river rose
To take the timber were they chose;
The raft was not quite near the place
Where they intended to stop its pace;
The man in front put down his pole
To stop its pace, and ease the roll;
But as the raft the pole it bent
Head first into the river he went;

Children spring up on every hand
As new settlers came onto the land;
A school and store now stand today
Where only bush grew by the way;
Sometimes a parson came to preach
At this small township, hard to reach;
And blessings on the people brought
As from the scriptures they were taught;

A rope was thrown out by his friend
He landed safe the other end;
And as they got near the bank
Deep in the mud one man's pole sank;
The raft in mid career it rolled
And left him hanging on the pole;

New roads are made on every hand
A bridge across the river stands;
And cars are flitting to and fro
Along the roads where e're you go;

Each man, his humble mansion rose
When labour done he could repose;
And every man, he took a wife
A helpmate in his back block life;
And all around was made more gay
As flowers and hedgerows deck the way;
Some evenings they would take a welk
Along the road to have a talk;
Or by the river as it flows
Enchanted by the wondrous glow;
The glow. worms, with their wondrous lights
When underneath the banks would go;
'Tis one continuous fairy glow;

Scorn not the men who nobly fought
To clear the land on some back block;
But o'er their heads a crown should stand
A monument on this young land;
From men like these a country's made
Foundations of an Empire laid;
And all the pomp of Kings today
Is founded in this glorious way.

Early Clearing c1891. Hut in background adjacent to airstrip and hay paddocks on Webb's property.

Part of original whare and woolshed and yards on F J Webb's original section (l), where Webbs'
woolshed is today.
Mrs Nellie Webb ploughing.
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ST PETER'S CHURCH - TU KI TE ARERO
Early in the 1900s the Rev F A Bennett, who in 1928 became the first Maori Bishop of Aotearoa, was
responsible for the revival of the church in the Purangi District. .
St Peter's Church was built by Tutanuku Tume and Te Manihera Tume, nephews ofTe Manihera the layReader who had been tutored by Rev Govett, and who had subsequently become a Christian martyr after
he was killed by the Tuhoe people at Taupo when he tried to carry the Christian teachings to them. The
third carpenter was Tohe Pakanga a grandson of Te Manihera. As a child Mr Bill Bertrand was the "gofor". He was the great-great-grand nephew of Te Manihera and the adopted son of Tutanuku Tume.
The symbols and carvings were the work of Te Kaporere Patuwairua whose descendent is Dennis
Patuwairua who helped carve the Tarata School Taonga. The only paid hand on the work was Mr W F
Dowman, who was responsible for the shingled roof which was replaced with iron in 1912. In the interview
with Mr David Walter, Mr Bertrand mentioned that Kupuranu Whetuwera also did some church carving.
The basic design of the church is European but the front porch carries the suggestion of a Maori Meeting
House. The gable ends did have facings of Maori design and a carved head surmounted by a cross on
the apex. These were buried beside the church in 1987. The kowhaiwhai designs remain untouched.
Ownership
The land on which St Peter's is built was given by Messrs C H Harding and C 0 Roberts and vested in the
General Trust Board of the Diocese of Auckland on 24 November 1905. later, in 1921, it was transferred
to the Taranaki Church of England Trust Board. The section is approximately half an acre and has a ten
foot wide walkway behind the school section down to the Junction Road.
Dedication
The church was dedicated by the Archdeacon of Taranaki, Ven R H Cole DCl, at its opening on Friday
29 June 1906.Among those present were: The Nghatihau, with their chief, Poutini; the Ngatikura, with their
chief, T uatinin;the Ngatitai, with their chief, Rangihuatau; the Ngatiruru, with their chiefs, T ewen and Tuna;
the Ngatingarauru, with their chief, Kauika; and the Ngauruaka, with their chiefs, Whatitere and Tuna.
The Maori people were led from the pah by Kere Ngataierua, the highest ranking chief of the tribes being
represented. He led the procession carrying a large wooden cross. He was followed by Tutanuku Tume
and the Reverends Hone Wi Kaipa (Waitara), H Reeve (Missionary at Purangi), H A Flavell (Mission
Priest), Ropere Tahuriorangi (Urenui), Hone Papahia (Bay of Islands), and the Archdeacon of Taranaki.
In the beginning Purangi was the only district that possessed a church in the Home Mission area of
Taranaki. Until the end of 1950 the districts beyond Toko and Huinga were in the Parochial District of
Taranaki East. They were Tahora, Tangarakau, Kohuratahi, Whangamomona, Matau, Purangi, Te Wera,
Huiroa, Makahu, Pohokura, Tututawa and Douglas. In 1951 these districts were transferred to the
Stratford Parish. In February 1976 the Co-operating Parish of Taranaki East was formed and included
Purangi; however in 1990 the co-operative ceased.
During the 1960s, services continued to be held throughout the far flung parish, and until 1968-69 services
were still being held at Purangi. However attendance was steadily diminishing and the regular services at
St Peter's gradually reduced and ceased.
The bell is one of the two connecting links with the Pukemahoe Mission. It originally hung from the left side
of St Peter's, then later was hung from the right side after the vestry was built on in 1928 and the concrete
path was laid. The bell was in storage for many years but was rehung to the right side of the church in April
1991. The vestry floor was replaced in 1958. The sanctuary chair was made and given by Mr Mervyn
Jensen of Matau. Mr Frank Webb made and gave the casket which holds the church linen and hangings.
The first organ was given by Archdeacon Cole and replaced by the present organ in 1920. The organists
have been Mrs Silk, Mrs Thomas, Mrs Barnett, Miss F Webb (1913-1928), Mrs J S Fletcher (1928-1938),
Mrs A lambert, Mrs N B Fletcher, Mrs R Watkins (1939-1961), followed by Mrs Meryl Webb. Mr W N
Bertrand and Mr Frank Webb have represented Purangi District on the Parish Council of the Stratford
Parish.

On 30 September 1908 Mr Frank Neilson and Miss Emily Campbell were married in th
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A confirmation service took place on 15 September 1911 when Ethel lydia Myers aod her sist /\111111
Jane Myers rode on horse-back from Huiakama carrying their white dresses. On arriving in Purw l( JI
they quickly changed into their special frocks, and after the service, rode back to Huiakama.
Mr Oliver Dowman and Miss Lizzie Graham were married in St Peter's Church on 29 April 1912.
On 18 November 1919 the Bishop of Auckland arrived for a Confirmation Service, also Archdeacon
Evans and Mrs Evans.
This report of a church service conducted atSt Peter's Purangi on 14 November 1926 appeared
in the Taranaki Daily News:
A very interesting Maori-Pakeha Anglican service was held on 14 November in the little mission
church of St Peter's. Archdeacon Hawkens of the Maori Mission preached a very forcible sermon
which was attentively listened to by a mixed congregation. The hymns were sung in Maori and
sounded exceptionally well. The church itself was built by the Maori and is in the form of a meeting
house with carved lintels and inset porch under deep eaves. The church bell is a very historic one,
having been used from the first days of the mission in Taranaki.
The Altar Cross
In 1932 the wooden cross that stands on the altar was presented and dedicated by F A Bennett, Bishop
of Aotearoa. It was fashioned by a renowned Maori carver in Hastings from the centrepole of the
original Maori church at Pukemahoe. The inscription on the base of the cross reads:
Made from the centrepole of a Maori Church which was erected at Pukemahoe,
Taranaki about the years 1853-1855. Owing to the outbreak of war between the two
races in 1860 it fell into disuse, gradually became a ruin-and was eventually
accidently burnt. The centre pole was the only part that remained and for forty years
still pointed heavenwards. This part of the pole that escaped the fire was cut down
in 1903 and this cross was made from it.
On 5 June 1934 John William Mounsey and Dorothy Watkins were married in St Peter's.
A special Jubilee Service was held at 2.15 pm on Sunday 28 June 1953 on the eve of St Peter, to mark
100 years since the original Mission at Pukemahoe was opened. Following the service a Jubilee Party
was held in the Purangi Hall.
On 5 February 1967 a special service was held to recognise the 50 years of service as a lay-reader
by Mr H H Bottcher who had originally received his licence at the church.
On 3 May 1970, members of the Historic Places trust attended a church service at St Peter's, the
purpose of their visit being to assess the building. We believe the outcome was that the building was
not old enough to qualify as a Historic Place, but would be listed as a building of note.
In September 1973, the sale of St Peter's Church, Purangi, was arranged! Thanks to the objections
of the locals this did not happen.
Because of its uniqueness, St Peter's has been visited over the years by a number of Bishops including
the Primate of New Zealand, Archbishop Alan Johnson, on 24 September 1972. On 4 March 1952,
Bishop Holland visited St Peter's accompanied by Bishop Panapa l.Th. and the RevW T Huata MC,
the Maori Mission Priest of the Diocese of Waikato.
On 31 August 1981 a meeting was held at the Church to discuss its restoration and preservation.
Those present were Rev Bernard Faull, Bishop Brian Davis, Rev David Tonkin; John Young, Neil
Smillie, Norman Smith, members of the Vestry; and Meryl and Frank Webb. After a committee was
formed to action the decisions made, all had morning tea at Webbs' residence.
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After a meeting on 12 September

1982, Mr Tainui Tokotaua erected the white wooden fence from

'WI)

corners of the church. In 1986 Mr Robert Skelton was employed to put on a new roof (green colour t(<< I),
and a new verandah, remove and repair barge boards, replace rotten timbers and rehanq the door. '110
church was painted in 1930 at a cost of £1.6.0. It was repainted in the early 1950s, and again in March
1991 by Maori Trade Trainees from the Taranaki Polytechnic Painting and Decorating Course.
A very pleasant day occurred on 18 March 1984. A memorial service was held in the morning in recognition
of Kereopa and Te Manihera, Anglican Evangelists who had been ambushed and killed in 1847 while
attempting to take the Christian message to the people around Lake Taupo.
After a very satisfying lunch at the school, more people arrived for the afternoon Baptism of Edward John
Te Rangimaire White, the baby son of the Rev Bruce and Mrs Catherine White of the Taranaki Maori
Pastorate in Waitara. About 45 people attended the function including Archdeacon Michael Bent (new
Plymouth) and Rev Mary Mould (Waitara). There were five clergy present on the day.
The church looked a picture with flower arrangements, brassware on the altar, and the church linen hung
on the wall behind the altar.
During the Centennial celebrations a church service was held on Sunday 14 April 1991. It was both
celebratory and baptismal. In perfect Autumn weather about 90 people crowded in and around the church.
The thanksgiving service was conducted by the Rev Bryan Smith of Inglewood. Christened, were Brittany
Webb, Scott Heyward, Leanne Heyward, Matthew Christie and William Christie, all descendants of early
residents of the district.
'

Cross made from the centre pole of Tu-Ki- Te-Arero, now stands on the Altar in St Peter's Church,
Purangi.

St Peter's on 13 April 1991, when the district celebrated its centennial.

Interior of St Peter's Church. 13 April 1991.

Descendants of early residents at 100 years celebrations.
Aurora (Cis) Bertrand and F R Webb. 13 April 1991.
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G D Bertrand, Patricia Dalton (nee W LJLJ),

Church Graveyard

Clergy

Clergy who hav
1899-1905
1906-1911
·1911-1913
1913-1914
1915-1917
1917-1919
1919-1922
1924-1927
1927-1929
1929-1933
1933-1934
1934-1938
1938-1939
1939-1940
1942-1944
1945-1946
1946-1948
1948
1948-1951
1951
1953
1957
1958
1962
1964
1966
1967
1970
1980s

There are a number of graves in the grounds of St Peter's. Rangi Kauika was buried in front of the Chili oh
He was a stude~t at T.e Aute College at the time of his death. Unfortunately the church register cannot I),
located to confirm this or reveal the names of others buried there. Tutanuku Tume was buried on t1
December 1917. There is no record of his burial at the Purangi Cemetery so it is possible that he was buri d
in the church graveyard.

ministered at Purangi since 1899 have been:

Rev F A Bennett L Th (became first Maori Bishop of Aotearoa)
Revs H Reeve MA, M Warren, G C Cruickshank MA were mission priests from Auckland.
Rev C Houchen
Rev H Martyn Rogers
Rev R F Geddes MA
Rev H W Smith
Rev T H C Partridge MZ L Th
Rev G A Young
Rev R W W Alexander BA
Rev H Staples Hamilton
Rev R S C Fussell
Rev J D W Raine MA L Th
Rev R A Noakes
Rev F A Oulds L Th
Rev TWA Morath
Rev F Hart
Rev F 0 Osborn
R,ev J W Burley
Rev N Tidswell
Rev LPG Smith
Rev A B Pywell
Rev C S Oliver
Rev K T Moody L Th
Rev T e Puru Panapa
Rev L W Anderson
Rev J S William$
Rev A T Stockdale
Rev G S Baker MA L Th
Rev H Leigh
Rev B White

Lay Readers included the following men: H H Bottcher,

St Peter's Church Purangi built in 1906. Tu-Ki- Te-Arero.

0 Roberts, L Mulcock and C R F Tilley.

Manihera Junior and Kauika on the occasion of the opening of Tu-Ki- Te-Arero, 29 June 1906.
(Nephew of Manihera - Missioner, who was murdered at Taupo).

Confirmation S~rvice Purangi Church November 1925. Bishop Averill, Rev Mutu Kapa, Archdeacon
Evans. C~ndlda.tes: Ja?k Mounsey, Una Webb, Enid Burkhart, Rene Mounsey, Peter Webb, Violet
Tokot~ua, Pma T~/ka, Ed/~ Pue. C!0ngregation includes: W N Bertrand holding Myrna. Frances Webb
(weaflng hat) be~/de curtam. Nellie Webb - tall lady on verandah. Kapua Keepa in hat and suit behind
the Fletcher TWinS, Ces and Bert. Kapua Keepa's wife on verandah beside Nellie Webb. Norman
Flet?her at the door and Richard Mounsey. Frank (F W) Webb, tall man in hat on left. Mrs F W W bu
on fight under bell.
'
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PURANGI
DISTRICT
ROLL OF HONOUR
1939 - 1945
KILLED
Tpr Bertrand B L
Str Mounsey R B
Pty '0 Bertrand F N w
Pte Bertrand G 0 w
Tpr Blackwell R
TprWebb I C P

THE CEMETERY
The cemetery is situated on Purangi Terrace with a hill separating it from the Mangah u I'fl lodfJy
it is leased and grazed by a local farmer. There are 34 plots and 19 graves but only three n III III ( (I,
and of these only two have headstones which are now lying on the ground; one is broken in IHlIl II It
first burial in the cemetery was Mrs Barclay, Charlie Dewar's grandmother. This was befor ti)( 1)11 II'
were surveyed.
Bishop J T HoI/and, Bishop of Waikato, with Bishop W N Panapa, Bishop of Aotearoa, and Rev W T
Huata, Maori Mission Priest, at a morning prayer service on 4 March 1952.

Burial Dates - Purangi Cemetery:

THE ROLL OF HONOUR BOARDS

Findlay,
Barclay,
Chapman,
Langman,
Hall,
Lowe,

The Roll of Honour Boards first hung in the school, then the hall and finally the church. The 1939-45
board was unveiled in the school in September 1947, the won this board indicates wounded.
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE MEN
OF THIS DISTRICT, WHO FOUGHT IN
THE GREAT WAR 1914 - 1919
ROLL OF HONOR
Sgt A L Casey
5th Reinforcement
Rifleman F J Casey NZRB*
Driver W J Campbell 7th '"
Private J A Bond
8th
Sergt W B Casey
9th
Private T R Casey
11th
Corp S C Forester
13th
Corp W Bertrand
13th
Private A J Wilks
14th
Private W F Woisen 14th
Rifleman H H Botcher NZRB
G F Dowman NZRB
*Indicates Killed in Action

Dewar,
Hedgman,
Powell,
Rolfe,
Chapman,
Chapman,
Teika,
Teika,
Teika,
Whata,
Teika,
Nuku,
Campbell,

Mrs R of Matau.
Mrs Ellen 82 years, Matau.
stillborn child, Matau.
James Gordon, 1 year, Matau.
Percy 15.3.1908, Purangi (drowned).
Mrs Mary Ann (wife of Samuel Lowe) b 11.1.1851 died 4,March 1909, 58 years, Purangi.
(Headstone),
Mrs Barbara - 30.8.1909, 66 years, Matau.
Frederick Neil, 8.1.1909, 1 year 9 months, Purangi.
Meta Mabel Alice, 2 years 9 months, Purangi.
Mrs (Snr) 8.8.1911, (Matau.
George (Snr) d 7.5.1912, aged 74 years, Purangi. (Headstone).
Elsie, 28.12.1922, 84 years, Purangi (drowned).
Norma, 25.5?1932, 1 year 2 months, Purangi.
Tommy, 28.2.?1933, 39 years, Puranqi. .
Alan, 18.7.38, 13 years, Purangi.
Pohe Pohe, 27.2?1940, 67 years, Purangi.
William Paul, 16.12?1954, 36 years, Otaraoa Road.
Rose Piupiu, June 1955,48 years, Purangi.
Clarence, 1955,6 years, Pungarehu.

An account in the Purangi Store Ledger Book kept by Mr George Hanover reads as follows:
"Purangi Cemetery Board
March 1917To carting posts 20/Paid by cheque £1-0-0,11.10.1917"
(Slow payers in those days too).
The Taranaki Daily News reported on Tuesday '13 February 1945:
"Inglewood County Council to have complete control ofPurangi Cemetery, appointed Domain Board."
Several interments were made in the church grounds until the government brought in a law prohibiting
burials other than in gazetted cemeteries.
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