CHAPTER XV.
SEVEN YEARS “HARD.”
1941-1947.

ARTIME demands and policy and the clearing up

\X/ necessary in the first post-war years had serious

repercussions on the progress of the main Taranaki

port. Centralisation of shipping bore harshly on harbours outside

the four chief centres. Enemy activity made uncertain the

movements of vessels and their allocation for loading and

unloading at Dominion ports. Consequently the revenue of the

port fell away, there was less employment available and this in

turn led to the first mutterings of industrial unrest that was to
become so serious a problem in the years to come.

Taranaki and its harbour could be congratulated on one
account. The producers the port served did their share in
keeping up supplies to Great Britain throughout the war years.
The chief items shipped were 53,273 tons of butter, 146,216 of
cheese, 109,484 of meat, 14,555 of tallow, 5570 of hides and
skins, and 3653 of wool. The value of a “ home port” to the
province thus had ample demonstration during the years of
conflict. Had ships been available the tonnage handled would
have increased accordingly, but that was outside the control of
the Taranaki harbour authorities. They did their best on many
occasions to increase the allocation of vessels and were among
the first to urge the removal of wartime controls when peace
was restored. In these efforts they had the support of many
commercial and industrial organisations, an experience which
led to better understanding of harbour administration and the
problems associated therewith.

The diminution in shipping and harbour services played
havoc with the Board’s revenue. In 1943 it sought and obtained
some relief by a Government grant towards maintaining the
efficiency of the harbour, the cost of which, it may be added,
rose inevitably while war conditions continued and when general
trade reconstruction began. In 1944 the Harbour Board was
compelled to strike a rate and the response to the demand
indicated that ratepayers realised the Board’s financial plight
was due to causes beyond its control.

In December that year the death occurred of Mr. C. E.
Bellringer, chairman of the Harbour Board for 22 years and a
member of the Board for 33 years.
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An old bone of contention: Meat waggons blocking the breakwater on a busy day.



An instance of the ill effect on the port of the wartime
regulations was given in July, 1945. A shipment of material
intended for use at the New Plymouth cool stores was unloaded
at Wellington, railed to New Plymouth and reached there
simultaneously with the ship’s arrival at New Plymouth. It was
little wonder the Harbour Board demanded that the status of
the port be raised to that of Auckland and Wellington insofar
as permitting bills of lading being issued in Great Britain to
the port of New Plymouth.

By the end of 1945 the revenue of the port showed an
upward trend and the Harbour Board felt able to reduce its
request for Government assistance. The Board also decided
on an expansionist policy. Two additional electric cranes for
the Newton King wharf were ordered in 1946 and efforts were
made to establish a regular coastal shipping service between
Wellington and Taranaki. The efforts were unsuccessful but
an increase in coastal services was promised.

In June, 1947, exceptionally rough weather caused the
steamer Eastern City to break her lines at the wharf and a
collision with another steamer, the Waitomo, caused some
damage to both vessels. A third steamer, the Ruahine, escaped
a collision through quick action by the harbourmaster, Captain
0. F. McIntyre, whose skill and promptitude brought commen-
dation from the commander of the Ruahine. Most satisfactory
of all was the fact that once again the breakwater stayed firm
although the protective apron was knocked about.

By the end of the year the trade of the port set a new
record of 269,724 tons. Among the total imports of 190,314
tons no less than 122,194 tons were of fertilisers, an indication
that the farming industry was endeavouring to overcome the
shortages of the war years and to increase production.

Although the record trade had been handled at the port
without congestion there were complaints of delay to cargo owing
to shortage of railway trucks. The Harbour Board decided to
examine afresh its authority to control the wharves and the
work done there and if necessary to open new negotiations with
the railway authorities.

The seven years of inhibitions and outside control of shipping
and of port services ended therefore in an optimistic outlook
for the future. The usefulness, the stability, the performance
and the value of the harbour to the province of Taranaki and
even beyond its borders had been demonstrated beyond
challenge.
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