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KOHl SCHOOL 

This booklet is an endeavour to record the history of the Kohi School and 
district over the past century . 

. 1 am sure those responsible for its contents have found it a very interesting 
experience. 

The School has always been regarded as the centre of our community, and 
has played a major part in maintaining the good relations and loyalty that 
prevails. I hope it will continue to play this important role for many years to 
come. 

The grand support the executive has had in planning the Centennial 
celebrations, should ensure a very enjoyable weekend for those fortunate 
enough to attend. 

L. T. HONE 
Chairman. 

Replica of Kohi Rock carving 

Taranaki Archives @ www.newplymouth.info 



Back Row: Leslie Mackie, George Mackie, Ted Miller, Laurie Fleetwood George' 
Miller, Willie Walker,. Robert Johnstone. ' . 

4th How: Mable Howie, Beatrice Bennett, Edith Wilkins, Edith Dickie, Ada Walkinton, 
Adalaide Bremer, Bella Walker, May Johnstone. 

3~d Row boys: James Riddell, Walter Watkins, David Walker, Norman (Lachie) Walker, 
Willie Johnstone. 

2nd Row girls: Mary Howie, Agnes Watkins, Maud Bennett, Millie Howie, Louie 
Wilkins, Annie Johnstone, Olive Walker, Maggie Hiddetl, Jeanie McLean, Lizzie Walker, 
Pene Hone, Violet Hone. 
Front Row boys: Willie Bremer, Jack Bennett, Gordon Walker. 

TEACHER Mr Fred Mason. 

Harvesting in Kohi, 1908. 

1866 1976 

KOHl DISTRICT 

As the celebration of the first one hundred years of the Kohi School 
approaches, the Centennial Committee feel that a brief record of the districts 
history would be a fitting introduction to the story of the School itself. 

Several neighbou ring schools in the South Taranaki - Wanganui area. 
have recently held Centennial celebrations and published histories of their 
respective districts. All have enjoyed the advantage of being able to draw on 
well documented records of the exciting events of the decade 1860 -1870, 
when troubles between European and Maori dominated the scene. 

Kohi can make no claim to such a colourful past, as the district was entirely 
uninhabited by either race at that time. The district served by the Kohi 
Schools is situated partly in Taranaki and partly in Wellington Province. It is 
bounded by the Kohi stream from it's source to its junction with the 
Whenuakura river, then follows the river back to Nukuhau and across to the 
Kohi. 

A century ago it was almost completely isolated by the formidable barriers 
of the Kohi and Karahaki gorges. this probably being the reason no white 
man had attempted to settle there. The Maoris did know the area, as there 
was some evidence of temporary occupation, such as cooking Sites and 
cultivation plots. also, a number of stone adzes and ot her artifacts have been 
found. However, nothing permanent, such as Pa sites or earthworks as are 
found so frequently in adjoining areas. There is also evidence that Kohi may 
have been known in pre-Maori times, as a large rock carving was found on 
the Northern face of the Kohi gorge, on the property now owned by Mr T. 
Simson. This carving was found by MrJohn lon, one of the original owners of 
the property, in 1895. Mr Ion did not disclose his find till twelve or fifteen 
years later, when he mentioned it to a neighbour Mr W. Hone, who reported it 
to the Curator of the Wanganui Museum. 

Enquiries were made among leading Maoris at Waitotara. Ngutuwera and 
Whenuakura, but none knew of its existence or were able to explain its 
meaning. Intensive investigations have since been made, but no satisfactory 
explanations of its origin has been established. It is generally believed to be 
of considerable antiquity, and is now protected by the Historic Places Trust. 
When discovered, the carving was in excellent condition, but with the 

passing of ti me, it has suffered from increasing exposure to weather. and the 
unwelcome attention of vandals. Several conflicting stories have been 
published about the finding of this work. The correct version being t hat told 
in the "Wanganui Story", by Mr J. C. Smart and A. P. Bates. 

In 1912, a small cave was found nearby by Messrs L. S. Mackie, A. S. Hone 
and E. C. Hone. This contained human remains. a complete skeleton. minus 
the skull. The absence of a skull raises speculation about the custom of 
Wanganui Maoris, of drying and preserving the heads of tribal chiefs, or of 
chiefs killed in battle. 



Koh: School district in Patea County. 

Kohi Gorge and Old Bridge. 
Early Century. 

This find was also reported, and as with the carving, Maoris knew nothing 
of it. 

The ownership of Kohi land was not disputed in the mid 1860's but it was 
included in the area confiscated from the Maoris in 1865. Men who served in 
the armed forces for three years or more, were entitled to a free g rant of fi fty 
acres of land, some of it in Kohi. However, as no survey had then been made 
they were given a "Land Order" confirming the grant when available. Most of 
these Land Orders were promptly sold to prospective settlers or speculators. 
After Kohi was surveyed by Mr Percy Smith, in 1867, a ballot for the sections 
was held and current holders of Orders were then able to take possession, 
though the transfers were not finalised until several years later. 

The first settlers to take over their land were two old friends, William 
McBroom and William Hone, who drew sections on the left-hand side of the 
road, immediately across the Kohi gorge. These two men deserve more than 
passing reference. Mr McBroom eventually leased his land and left the 
district, and on his death in 1903 bequeathed his property to the nearest 
hospital. A brass plaque inside the main entrance to the Patea Hospital, reads 
as follows "In Memory of William McBroom of Waverley, whose generous 
bequest enabled the Board to erect this building." 

Mr Hone also temporarily left Kohi, and in 1875 he built and operated the 
first flour mill in the Waverley, South Taranaki area. This mill was powered by 
a water wheel on the Magatangi stream at Waverley. In 1878 it was sold to W. 
and R. Dickie, and for the next thirty years, was a well-known land mark, as 
Dickie's Mill. 

The encyclopedia of !'-'ew Zealand, 1896, notes that Mr W. Hone was of an 
inventive turn of mind, having designed several useful things prominent 
among which may be mentioned the woolpress, which Messrs Taylor and 
Bremner now manufacture, under their own name." This press, the forerun 
ner of the present mechanical presses, was distributed in the southern half of 
the North Island, and gained awards at Shows in Hawke's Bay, Wanganui and 
Taranaki. Another useful invention was a hay sweep which largely disposed 
of the use of pitch forks in the hayfield. 

In Kohi, all comparatively flat land was covered with bracken fe rn and 
scrub. The bush line, commencing only where the land starts to rise more 
steeply, a quarter of a mile beyond where the School now stands. Friendly 
Maoris had advised that the more fertile land, lay where the bracken grew 
tallest, that being very obvious for many years. Later, with the coming of 
artificial fertilisers and modern farming techniques, the distinction ceased to 
be apparent. 

By 1870, Mr Thomas Hone had arrived from England to join his brother to 
take up more sections, while Messrs John and Thomas Ion bought land 
across the road, and on both sides of the Kohi gorge. All these early settlers 
were bachelors, however, in the early 1870's settlement expanded rapidly 
with the arrival of men with large families, notably, Philip Bremer, John 
McLean, James Riddell, John Walker, William Watkins, George Mackie and 
John Bennett. These people occupied almost all the available flat land, and 
latecomers were obliged to tackle the rising bush country, leading back to 
Nukuhau and Moeawatea. 



Penjolds Medallion 
Spar~ing Wines, . 
the traditional 

way to celebrate. 
and selected white hybrids. The 
cold fermentation proccvs j" lJ"l'd 
to retain its fruitv flavour. 

Pcufolds Medalliun DrY 
Medium, Asti or HlIn!lIlhh< ' 
Whatever your choice. vou can 
start a tradirion or your' own 
Tonight. . 

. Trust our heriroge. 
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The main han dicap to early prog ress, was the lack of a road across the Kohi 
gorge, this adding to the difficulty of obtaining material and equipment to 
clear, fence the land, and erect buildirigs. A road was eventually constructed 
by the combined efforts of the settlers themselves, using picks, shovels and 
wheelbarrows. This was followed by the formation of the Kohi Road Board, 
which maintained and improved the roads to the best of their ability with 
some limited resources, unti11917, when the Patea County Counci I took over 
and gradually proceeded to provide theexcellent roads of today. 

The first wheeled vehicle brought across the gorge was a block dray, 
owned by the Hone brothers. It was lowered with ropes down the steep hill. 
known as "Old Buffalo" (now the course used by the Waverley Dog Trials 
Club) then manhandled up the opposite side some distance below the 
present road. 

The early years produced little return for hard work, however the farms 
were gradually cleared, fenced and grassed, and the first livestock was 
brought in about 1872. All fencing was of the ditch and bank variety, on which 
gorse was planted. This type of fencing was used in many areas,and proved 
highly effective, but unfortunately, the plant found soil and climate so much 
to its liking, that it quickly got out of control to become New Zealand's most 
troublesome noxious weed. 

Early farming consisted mostly of growing potatoes, and other vegetables 
for the settlers own use, or to barter for supplies from the storekeepers in 
Waverley. 

In 1876, the first school was opened. The building was little better than a 
rough shack, and was the subject of continuous complaints, throughout its 
existence of nineteen years, when a new school was built in 1895. The school 
logbook for that period makes interesting reading. Children were frequently 
kept at home for planting, or digging potatoes. By 1883, a considerable 
number of sheep had been introduced, and the logbook states that most 
children were kept home to assist with shearing. 

As this was before the advent of refrigeration, there was no outlet for the 
disposal of fat sheep, so the Ion brothers set up a boilingdown works, the 
tallow being exported in large casks. Prime mutton was given away or sold 
for just a few pence. 

With the start of flourmilling in Waverley, grain' growing became popular, 
and was the mainstay of the district for some twenty years. 



T. W. WALL L TO. 
(Established 1904) has given 72 years of service to the 
Waverley District. 

The firm has pleasure in extending its congratulations to the 
Kohi School on attaining their 100th year of education to the 
Kohi District. We also extend our best wishes for the Kohi 
School Centennial Celebrations. 

FOR COMPLETE HOME FURNISHING 
[\IIA TERIALS & ACCESSORIES FOR THE HOME DRESSMAKER 

Full Stocks of 
CLOTHING, FLOOR COVERINGS, FURNITURE 

and FURNISIDNGS. 

We are Agents for Taylor Bros., Dry Cleaners, Wanganui 

E. C. DALLISON & SONS LTD. 
PHONE 5 MAIN STREET 

=======================- 

In 1887 the school attendance was again depleted by children being kept 
away for harvesting. Mr George Mackie operated the first threshing plant 
consisting of a portable steam engine, combined threshing mill and elevator 
and chaffcutter. These machines were drawn by bullock teams, six or eight 
bullocks to a team. In later years, traction engines provided power for both 
hau ling and operating. 

The 1903 season saw a distressing accident while chaffcutting on the Ion 
brother's farm. Mr Tom Sinclair was feeding the machine, when his left arm 
was drawn into the cutter, the remainder of the arm having to be amputated 
just below the shou Ider. 

By 1908 grain growing had come to an end, being replaced by fat lamb, 
mutton, beef and dairy farming. One of the last threshing machines to visit 
Kohi, met with near disaster, when returning across the gorge. Halfway down 
the hill on a sharp bend, the combine slipped over the edge. Fortunately the 
traction engine remained on the road, the coupling held, and the mill was left 
dangling over the cliff throughout the night Next day, a Sunday, a large gang 
of men gathered from miles around. They rigged a series of blocks and 
tackles and by late afternoon had man-hauled the heavy machine safely back 
on the road. 

Dairy farming can be said to have commenced in 1894. Up to that time most 
farmers had milked a few cows for their own use, surplus butter being sold il" 
Waverley. That year, the newly formed Waverley Dairy Company, opened a 
butter factory in Waverley, at the same time opening a creamery at Kohi. The 
first manager was Mr George Mackie, who, some years earlier had the first 
threshing machine. 

This creamery supplied the Waverley factory until 1908, when Mr E. P 
Blake bought it and supplied the Stainley Park factory until it closed in 1911 
In 1905, another creamery was opened in upper Kohi by Mr O. W Oldham 
who owned a butter factory at Patea. This second creamery was on the farm 
now owned by Mr O. Poad, and served a large herd milked by Mr Raynor, on 
that property. Three years later it was removed to the hospital lease near the 
Kohi gorge, where it was supplied by a 100 cow herd owned by Mr George 
Bishop. 

About this time dairy farming was becoming more attractive, and early in 
1912, a canvass of the district, initiated by Mr W. H. Watkins, secured a 
promise of supply from over twelve hundred cows. 

The Kohi Cooperative Dairy Company was now formed, a cheese factory 
replaced the creamery and cheese production began in the Spring of that 
year. The first manager was Mr F. Brooking, then MrC. Crews,followed by Mr 
J. McCall, who in 1924 was awarded the Taranaki championship for Cheddar 
cheese at the Hawera Winter Show. 



UnIJeam 
RURAL DIVISION 

Sunbea 
Electric 
Shearing Gear 
Tha only gear with ful! ball-bearing down tube and 
totally-enclosed stow-speed motor 10 protect 
against dust and insects. 
You only need to buy shearing gear once if you 
buy the best, and that's Sunbeam--'precision 
engineered and designed lor a lifetime of 
reliable service, 
By replaclnq your old gear with new Sunbeam 
Electric Shearing Gear, you will avoid costly 
breakdowns at shearing time, attract tLe best 
shearers and prevent premature wearing out of 
valuable handpieces and down tubes, Shearing is 
only as good as your gear-and with new 
Sunbeam Electric Shearing Gear in your shed, 
you'll have the best gear availab!e. 

YOUR FINEST INVESTMENT, 
THE ALl: NEW SUNBEAM 

ELECTRIC SHEARING GEAR 
A completely new machine with a hust of !lew features 

that ensures perfect shearing performance with 
absolute reliablity. 

WRIGHTSON-N.M.A. LTD. 

Peak production, of about three hundred and sixty tons of cheese was 
reached during the years of World War II, then supply gradually diminished 
until 1954, when the Company went into voluntary liquidation, the few 
remaining suppliers joining the Whenuakura Dairy Company. Milk was 
collected by truck for two or three seasons, this making it necessary for 
farmers to provide two sets of cans, In 1958, .the Company Introduced 
milktankers, being only the second Company In Taranaki to adopt this 
modern method of milk collection, 

The year 1898 saw the building of a district Public Hall, on the School 
reserve, This hall has been the focal point for a wide variety of entertainments 
and district functions for almost eighty years, It was also used for some 
twenty years, by the Anglican and Presbyterian Ministers, to hold fortnightly 

.Church services, 

For over half a century, communications with Waverley and other places 
were extremely primitive, residents having to travel by horseback, gig or 
buggy, usually once a week, to collect mail, papers, groceries and other 
supplies, 

The first motor vehicle appeared in 1911, a ModelT Ford, owned by Messrs 
H. G, and C, D. Dickie, Mainly owing to lack of metal on the Kohi road, 
motoring was a hazardous method of travel. In fine weather, cars moved in a 
cloud of dust, and when wet, forced their way through a sea of mud, No one 
ventured forth without a set of chains, and assortment of earthmoving tools, 
in case of an emergency hold up, One Ford driver, who failed to negotiate the 
Kohi hill, walked home, then returned with a large Clydesdale mare, which he 
hitched to the front axle and drove home in triumph, behind one horsepower. 



It's not what you play, 
but how you play it.' 

Success In sport depends on making of interest. Other ANZ Bank services 
the most of every opportunity. It'~ will .help you make major financial 
the same with life -: you can make It cecrstons, Invest money, arrange 
go your way by usrnq every oppcr- credit or organise travel funds and 
tunny to advantage. And you get documents. 
plenty of opportunities through ANZ ~o matter what you want to do In 
Bank customer services. . life,. ANZ can help you, because 
For example. ANZ. savings services we re always ready to listen, ready 
help you get the things you want by TO help, 
saving with security and high rates 

• ~N~BANK 
Ready to listen -. Ready to help. 

Motoring in those days was reasonably free, if not always easy. One could call 
on a car dealer, buy a car, get in and drive away as best he could. No driving 
instruction, no driver's licence, no warrant of fitness, no annual registration, 
no traffic officers, and strangely enough, no road toll. Another humorous 
incident on the Kohi Hill, concerned another Ford driver, who dscided his 
brakes were not holding too well. He attached a rope to the rear axle directed 
his wife and four children to hold on, while he carefully steered to the bottom. 
The car soon proved too heavy for the human brake, the rope slipped through 
their fingers, and a few seconds later, the family were relieved to see the car 
shoot across the Kohl bridge at a high rate of speed. 

A telephone and mail service to Kohi began in 1910. A small Post Omce 
stood near the road, in front of the Public Hall. Miss Eth.el Armstrong was first 
Postmistress, and carried mail to and from Waverley, SIX days a week, durinq 
the lunch hour, either on horseback or by gig. This service ceased In 1932, 
being replaced by the present Rural Delivery Service, while all homes were 
connected by phone to Waverley. 

Electric power also came to the district in 1930, almost the whole area 
being reticulated at that time. 

Today, farming in Kohi is widely diversified, the district producing wool, 
lamb, mutton, beef, dairy produce and after a lapse of nearly seventy year, a 
significant quantity of grain. 

It is now one hundred and ten years since settlement first began. Kohi has 
experienced hard times, good times, and times not so good. But overall has 
progressed in common with other Country districts, to the stage where 
residents enjoy all the facilities and amenities available to all New Zealanders . 

Despite present economic difficulties, the people ot Kohi look forward to 
the future with hope and confidence. 



1868 Gibson's Stores Ltd. 1976 

1876 Kohi School 1976 

As a Centenarian Gibson's Stores Ltd. congratulate the 

district. We too have been proud to have given service to 

Kohi School on giving one hundred years of service to the 

the people of Patea and surrounding districts for over 100 

years. Let us celebrate together this historic occasion. 

STOCKISTS OF QUALITY ALES, WINES 

AND SPIRITS 

GIBSON'S STORES LTD. 

Box 25 Patea Phone 8109 
(Established 1868) 

Back Row: L to R: Ida Howie, Miss Julia Slattery Teacher, Tom Riddell, Cliff Hone, 
Watty Robertson, Eddie Soland, Willie solano, Fred Hooper, Arthur Hoope~ I d Jim 

Middle Row: Sheldon Hone, Angus McPherson, Bert Saunders, Stan 0 an , 
Robertson, Wilfred Soland, Neil McLean, Billy Riddell. . '. 
Front Row: Irene Howie, Rita Howie, Elsie Nicholls, Doreen Watkins, --:- ' Kate HOWie, 

Thelma Cooper, Florrie Cooper, Madge Robertson, Kathleen Hone, LIZZie HOWie. 

Back Row: _ MrWiliiam Watkins (Chairman School Committee); JessieArmstrong; E. 
Soland; Gertie Coleman; Stuart Partridge; N. Murray (TeaCh~\k' . Ronald Bates: Ivy 

Middle Row: _ Carnie Watkins; Colin Campbell, Doreen a ins: . 
Roscoe' Phyllis Armstrong. ' d W tki s: Guy 
Front'Row: _ Robbie Watkins; Albert Armstrong; E. Watkins; Gor on a In, 

Campbell. 



At Back' Walter Mitchell, Gordon Paul. 
4th Row: L to R: Willie Mitchell, Sadie Paul, LIlian Powell, Rita McCall, FrancIs Powell, 

Maisie Waterland, Nellie Young, Vivian Hammond, Adalaide Powell, Betty Hopkinson, 
Bill Powell, Roy Newland, George Newland, Bob Young, 
3rd Row: Bert Young, Charlie Hawkes, Joan Hughes, Clare Newland, - Hawkes, 

Grace McCall, Joan Neilson, -t-, -, , 
2nd Row: Lucy Hone, Dorothy Mountfort, Beryl Hill, Jean McCall, Dorothy Young, 

Douglas Paul, _ Oliver, - Paul, Harry Powell, Arnold Oliver, Jack Hopkinson, Charlie 
Oliver, Matt Hammond, 
Front Row: - McCall, Joyce Hill, Bob Oliver, Noel Oliver, -, -, 

Back Row L to R: MIss Vera Gilmour Teacher, Betty Hopkinson, May McCall, Dorothy 
Mountfort, Lucy Hone, Joan Hughes, Violet Young, Joyce HIli, Dorothy Young, Beryl Hill, 
Viola Morrison, Mr C, E Mountfort Head Teacher. , 
2nd Row: Beth McCall, Valerie Gulliver, Violet Soland, Diana Hughes, Joyce Nichol- 

son, Myra MOrrison, Eileen Oliver, Phyllis Oliver, Jim McCall. 
3rd Row: Claude Waterland, Arnold Oliver, Matt Hammond, Harry Powell, Lyall Oliver, 

Charlie Oliver, Jack Hopkinson, Ray Oliver, Noel Oliver. 
Front Row: Brian Hone, Lloyd Gulliver, Paul Mountfort, Roland Mountfort, Bob Oliver, 

David Morrison, Laurie Gulliver, Les Gulliver, Les Hone. 
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Clarendon Hotel 

Congratulations Kohi School 100 years. 

MIKE, PAT and STAFF of CLARENDON HOTEL. 

Lion Ale on Tap. 

Full Stocks of Wine & Spirits available 

Cold Beer from Chiller Room. 

Congratulations to Kohi School 
We assure you of our continued friendly service. 

WAVERLEY FRUIT SUPPLY 
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 

FRESH DAILY PHONE 298 

PATEL BROS. FOR FRIENDLY SERVICE 

HOME GROWN STRAWBERRIES THROUGHOUT THE 
SEASON; 

EVERY VARIETY OF STONE FRUIT IN SEASON. 

Back Row L to R: Lloyd Gulliver, Brian Hone, Roland Mountfort, Claude Waterland, 
Bob Oliver, Eileen Oliver, Myra Morrison, Dorothy Perkins, Valerie Gulliver, Ray Oliver, 
Paul Mountfort, David Morrison, Les Hone. 
Middle Row: Alan Oliver, Laurie Gulliver, Puck Hughes, Clara Robertson, Beth McCall, 

Phylis Oliver, Diana Hughes, Nancy Brown, Godfrey Perkins, Les Gulliver, Lionel Oliver. 
Front Row: Keith Soland, Ian McCall, Allan Gulliver, Mary Robertson, Thelma Oliver, 

Margaret Robertson, Mary Hone, Margaret Mountfort, Joan Campbell, Gavin Brown, 
Douglas Morrison, Bill Hone. 

Feeding calves on R. Campbell's property 1912 

Congratulations from Vern Morgan 

Taranaki Archives @ www.neWPlymouth.in~ 



tu. WfJRSID l./TED 
(incorporating Waverley Carrying Co. Ltd) . 

GENERAL CARRIERS AND FORWARDING AGENTS 

BEAR STREET, WAVERLEY MAIN ROAD, MAXWELL 

General Carriers 
Stock Transporters 
Furniture Removalists 
Shing Ie & Metal Contractors 
Coal and Wood Merchants 
Bu Ik Topdressers. 

Office & Depot: 
Phones 119 or 282 

Waverley 
Maxwell Depot 

Phones 832 & 896 

Wanganui Depot: 
Taupo Quay 
Phone 5742 

Wanganui East 
Phone 39042 

After 
Hours: 
WAVERLEY 
375 

GUILFORD/S BOOKSHOP 
113 Weraroa Road Phone 112 

FOR ALL TOYS, SCHOOL STATIONERY, GIFTS 

RECORDS, MAGAZINES. 

Agents for. 

DOUBLE M DRYCLEANERS 

JEWELLERY REPAIRS 

PICTURE FRAMING 

KOHl SCHOOL 
CENTENNIAL 
1876. 1976 

COMMITTEE 
BACK Sf ANDING: Les Gulliver, decorating. Puck Hughes, entertainment. Grant Hughes. 
Geoff Harden. Douglas Morrison. 
till DOLE: David Morrison accommodation. Roger Neilson. Shirley Simpson. Mary Ross. 
SITTING: Gwen Hone, history. Noran Hooper, catering. Nell Hone, enrolments. Les 
Hone, chairman. Bill Hone, secretary. Lucy Belton. Eileen Hickey, treasurer. 



KOHl SCHOOL 
CENTENNIAL 

1876. 1976 
TEACI-ERS 

STANDING: Ed Palmer, 1958 - 61. J. Pearcey, 1975 -. Ian Fafconer, 1970 -75. Keith 
Manktelow, 1965 - 67. Pam Hone, 1958. Buck Birkitt, 1952 - 55. 
SITTING: Gordon Carswell, 1947 - 52. Harry Littlewood, 1938 - 43. Charles Mountfort, 
1926 - 36. Mrs Peg McConnon, 1935 - 37. Mrs Peg Manning, 1933 - 35. Mrs Melba 
Morrison, 1964 - 67. 

Mrs W. Draper and Mrs E. C. Hone, cutting Centennial Cake. 

KOHl SCHOOL 
CENTENNIAL 

1876. 1976 
Mr A. E. Hooper and Mr E. C. Hone. 

Planting Rata Tree 
on Coronation Day 1937. 

Mr Ven Young M.P., Planting Commemorative Tree. 



CENTENNIAL WEEKEND 

In writing the account of the Kohi School Centennial Celebrations from the 
point of view of the Secretary, my impressions seem to have been always 
those of an onlooker. My position seemed to require me to mostly sit, or 
hover, In the background somewhere, generally providi ng some sort of 
service, and, or, collecting money. However this, although a disadvantage in 
some respects, has meant that I could view proceedings in a fairly objective 
manner. 
Now that it is allover, it hardly seems to have happened. And yet 

beforehand, during almost three years of planning, it all seemed far in the 
tutu r~ and it was hard to believe, that sudden Iy one dav. it was rig ht upon us. 

I think I can say it went well. T~is was without poubt mainly due.to the great 
efforts of t~e various sub-committees, who went enthusiastically about their 
work, making regular reports to the General Committee, for suggestions and 
for approval of their plans. We were perhaps fortunate, in that several other 
schools in our vicinity had recently celebrated Centennials and were all more 
than willing to help from their experience. ' 
The plans therefore, were made. The sub-committees worked, the day 

approach~d, and ~II hoped for good weather. Until the last day, this looked 
unprornrsmq, but In the event, the elements could scarcely have been more 
co-operative. 
The celebrations commenced on Friday January 21 st with an informal get 

tog~t.her in the Kohi Hall. This had b.een enlarged ·for the weekend by the 
addition of a small marquee. Informality was the keynote here, where about 
185 people seemed intent on seeing who could meet the most andtalk the 
longest. Having some secretarial duties to perform, I was unable to wander 
around as much as I could have wished, but it was obvious that everyone 
there, had a w~~derful time. All took great interest in our display of early 
photos and certificates, generously loaned by interested parties from all over 
the ~ountry. ?ne of the more notable decorations was a road map of the 
district, showing all the houses, past and present with the names of all known 
occupants. 
Here also, we commenced the sale of souvenir spoons and openers, which 

met with gr~at response. These indeed make an eye catching and very 
permanent memento, of a great occasion for the District. 

I think it probably tOOK a good hour longer than anticipated, to make an 
end to the Friday evenino pro_ceedings. 
The free Saturday morning enabled the Committee to make final prepara 

. tions, and tie the occasional loose knot, prior to the official programme. 
Saturday atternoon's activities in the School Grounds, were held in 

wea~her that was ideal for the occasion. The proceedings were opened by our 
Chairman Mr L. T. Hone, who was accompanied by Mrs Hone, and who 
Introduced the official party. Mr Ven Young M.P. for Egmont; Mrs S. Geary, 
Ward member, representing the Wanganui Education Board and Mr Geary; 
Mr H. C. Newland, Chairman of the Patea County Council and Mrs Newland; 
Mr S. E. A. Breach, Senior Inspector for the Board and Mrs Breach; Mr W. T. 
Hone, Secretary and Mrs Hone who was Enrolment Secretary and last, but by 
no means least, Mr E. C. Hone, Guest Speaker, accompanied. by his 
daughter-in-law,_Mrs G. Hone, who was in charge of History. - 
The gathering was addressed briefly by Mr Young, Mrs Geary; and Mr 

Breach, and at more length, and in an Historical vein and witty manner, by Mr 
E_ C. Hone. 

I he idea ot a local identity making the official speech is perhaps rather 
unusual, but I am convinced, the choice was a wise one. Without wishing to 

seem critical of visiting speakers, it is obvious that they, who may have to 
speak often at functions of this nature, are likely to become somew a 
repetitive. The use of a local speaker, with a lifetime of local knowledge and 
anecdote without doubt, made for a speech refreshingly different in its 
character. 
A Centennial cake, made by Mrs B. Belton, was then cut by Mrs W. Draper 

and Mr E. C. Hone, being the senior Lady and Man ex pupils present. It should 
be mentioned, I feel, that the oldest Lady ex pupil present, should have been 
Mrs Jessie Oliver (nee Armstrong) who had previously agreed to cut the cake. 
However, the passing of her sister Mrs Cole, another old pupil, precluded her 
attendance, and also that of another sister, Mrs P. Beere. 
To close the afternoon ceremony, Mr Young planted an ornamental tree. 
Decade photos and others tollowe d, and one of these was of the attending 

teachers, who undoubtedly made a goodly showing with their numbers. 
Among those of interest to yours truly, were Mrs M. Manning (nee Hill) and Mr 
H, C. Littlewood, baino respectively my first and last teacher at Kohi. 
The evening was taken up by a Cocktail Hoir and Dinner, and immediately 

following a Cabaret, in the Waverley Town Hall, attended by about 240 
people. Here as at Kohi, the decorating committee had made a wonderful job. 
When the evening closed with Auld Lang Syne, at around 1.30 a.m., I feel that 
all had indeed had a wonderful time. Even if nobody's aim was good enough 
to shoot a balloon with a Champagne cork! 
The Sunday morning produced very pleasant conditions, for a com 

memorative Church Service to be held outdoors, in the School Grounds. 
This was well and appropriately conducted by Rev. David Clark, Minister to 

the Anglican-Presbyterian co-operating Parish, and Father Rex Begley, St. 
Francis Parish Priest, with Mrs Clark accompanying on the electric organ. 
Father Begley's theme of Faith, Unity and Love was most inspiring in the way 
it was woven into the whole spirit of the occasion. 
The excellent luncheon attended by about 160 in the Kohi Hall made a 

fitting end to the celebrations, and was much like Friday's get together, as old 
friends extracted the most from their meetings, and seemed most reluctant to 
leave. 
Comments such as "The best weekend I have spent", from a young visitor, 

to "Even after several trips overseas, the most enjoyable occasion" from an 
older one, "A most treasured memory", from an ex-teacher, and many letters 
of congratulations, lead one to summarize quite simply, that the weekend 
was an unqualified success in every way, and must be remembered as 
perhaps the greatest ever occasion, for this District. 
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