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INDUSTRY

M. ZEMBA LTD.

The original firm of M. Zemba Ltd. was
started in New Plymouth in 1912 with a
staff of 22. With expansion the firm moved
to Wellington, and later when staffing became
a problem, branches were set up in Inglewood
and Wanganui and later Normanby and
Patea. The Head Office is now at Wanganui.
The Inglewood branch started in a garage
in Matai Street in 1947 with a staff of nine.
The Inglewood branch has been added to in
three different stages to provide for expan-
sion, and two years ago a second unit was
opened. Shortly a new building of 8500 square
feet is to be built in Richmond Street to
bring all the Inglewood Branch under one

roof. This will be a very modern factory with
some of the latest machines. The principal
garments produced are pyjamas at the rate
of about 450 dozen per week, mostly for
Woolworths Ltd. Several smaller firms are
also supplied, as well as contracts for hospitals
throughout the country, and the Army. Gym-
nastic shorts are also produced for the Air
Force. Used in this production are 800,000
yards of cotton, 23,000 yards of material and
25,000 buttons per week. The first Manager
of Zembas Ltd. at Inglewood was G. Major,
followed by A. Dwyer, J. Nelson, and the
present Manager, Mr. Colin Drake.

UNDERWOOD ENGINEERING COMPANY LTD.

It was in 1948 that the “Fun Ho!” Toy
Company Ltd., and U-Met-Pro (N.Z.) Ltd.,
both under the Managing Directorship of Mr.
H. J. Underwood moved their New Ply-
mouth factory and office premises to Ingle-
wood. Three vacant shops were first used to
lay out small assembly lines to keep up the
production of the Company’s products, namely
“Fun Ho!” Cast Metal Toys and ‘Kiddi-
Safeti-Seats”. Five of the original New Ply-
mouth staff continued to work for the Com-
panies and by the end of 1948 with the engag-
ing of local people a total of 12 staff was
being employed. In 1949 a decision was made
to purchase an area of land off Hinau and
Kelly Streets and after Mamaku Street was
formed and sealed the first building was
erected. It was a foundry to make the toy
castings. Today, 25 years later, a new modern
foundry is being built with nearly four times
more floor area than that first building. Tt
was in 1950 that the two Companies were
incorporated into The Underwood Engineering
Co. Ltd. As business increased so did the

building activity grow and by the mid 1950’s
there was enough factory space for more staff
to be employed making jobs available for 30
Inglewood people. The Company had now
started to manufacture Outdoor Patio and
Garden Furniture in both Cast Aluminium
Old Colonial style and the fast becoming
popular folding steel tube designs. Following
knowledge gained from an overseas trip by
Mr. Underwood who was able to visit Out-
door Furniture Exhibitions in Europe and
England, by the early 1960’s quite an exten-
sive range of high quality products was being
manufactured and marketed direct to the re-
tail trade throughout New Zealand.

While the expansion of the Outdoor Furni-
ture was taking place, the Toy side of the
business was not being neglected. A section
of the Factory was developed to install five
Die Cast injection moulding machines for the
purpose of manufacturing a range of die cast
scale model “Fun Ho!” midget toys. Mould-
ing dies to produce the first seven models were
purchased from Australia and for the follow-
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ing forty models the patterns and moulding
dies had preliminary work done on them in
Australia but were finished at Inglewood in
the Company’s own tool room where today’s
new models are started and finished. “Fun
Ho!” midget toys were an immediate success
on the local market and export sales soon
followed. Australia is the most regular buyer
but sales have been made to the U.S.A., New
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Guinea, Fiji and other Pacific Islands. In
this year, 1974, sales from both the domestic
and export markets are expected for the first
time to exceed one million dollars. To the
Management and staff of approximately 100
men and women this is a gratifying target of
achievement to have reached after all the
growing pains of the first 25 years.







