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CHAPTER THIRTY FOUR 

INDUSTRY 

M. ZEMBA LTD. 

The original firm of M. Zemba Ltd. was 
started in New Plymouth in 1912 with a 
staff of 22. With expansion the firm moved 
to Wellington, and later when staffing became 
a problem, branches were set up in Inglewood 
and Wanganui and later Normanby and 
Patea. The Head Office is now at Wanganui. 
The Inglewood branch started in a garage 
in Matai Street in 1947 with a staff of nine. 
The Inglewood branch has been added to in 
three different stages to provide for expan­ 
sion, and two years ago a second unit was 
opened. Shortly a new building of 8500 square 
feet is to be built in Richmond Street to 
bring all the Inglewood Branch under one 

roof. This will be a very modern factory with 
some of the latest machines. The principal 
garments produced are pyjamas at the rate 
of about 450 dozen per week, mostly for 
Woolworths Ltd. Several smaller firms are 
also supplied, as well as contracts for hospitals 
throughout the country, and the Army. Gym­ 
nastic shorts are also produced for the Air 
Force. Used in this production are 800,000 
yards of cotton, 23,000 yards of material and 
25,000 buttons per week. The first Manager 
of Zembas Ltd. at Inglewood was G. Major, 
followed by A. Dwyer, J. Nelson, and the 
present Manager, Mr. Colin Drake. 

UNDERWOOD ENGINEERING COMPANY LTD. 

It was in 1948 that the "Fun Ho!" Toy 
Company Ltd., and U-Met-Pro (N.Z.) Ltd., 
both under the Managing Directorship of Mr. 
H. J. Underwood moved their New Ply­ 
mouth factory and office premises to Ingle­ 
wood. Three vacant shops were first used to 
layout small assembly lines to keep up the 
production of the Company's products, namely 
"Fun Hol" Cast Metal Toys and "Kiddi­ 
Safeti-Seats". Five of the original New Ply­ 
mouth staff continued to work for the Com­ 
panies and by the end of 1948 with the engag­ 
ing of local people a total of 12 staff was 
being employed. In 1949 a decision was made 
to purchase an area of land off Hinau and 
Kelly Streets and after Mamaku Street was 
formed and sealed the first building was 
erected. It was a foundry to make the toy 
castings. Today, 25 years later, a new modern 
foundry is being built with nearly four times 
more floor area than that first building. It 
was in 1950 that the two Companies were 
incorporated into The Underwood Engineering 
Co. Ltd. As business increased so did the 

building activity grow and by the mid 1950's 
there was enough factory space for more staff 
to be employed making jobs available for 30 
Inglewood people. The Company had now 
started to manufacture Outdoor Patio and 
Garden Furniture in both Cast Aluminium 
Old Colonial style and the fast becoming 
popular folding steel tube designs. Following 
knowledge gained from an overseas trip by 
Mr. Underwood who was able to visit Out­ 
door Furniture Exhibitions in Europe and 
England, by the early 1960's quite an exten­ 
sive range of high quality products was being 
manufactured and marketed direct to the re­ 
tail trade throughout New Zealand. 

While the expansion of the Outdoor Furni­ 
ture was taking place, the Toy side of the 
business was not being neglected. A section 
of the Factory was developed to install five 
Die Cast injection moulding machines for the 
purpose of manufacturing a range of die cast 
scale model "Fun Hol" midget toys. Mould­ 
ing dies to produce the first seven models were 
purchased from Australia and for the follow- 
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ing forty models the patterns and moulding 
dies had preliminary work done on them in 
Australia but were finished at Inglewood in 
the Company's own tool room where today's 
new models are started and finished. "Fun 
Ho!" midget toys were an immediate success 
on the local market and export sales soon 
followed. Australia is the most regular buyer 
but sales have been made to the U.S.A., New 
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Guinea, Fiji and other Pacific Islands. In 
this year, 1974, sales from both the domestic 
and export markets are expected for the first 
time to exceed one million dollars. To the 
Management and staff of approximately 100 
men and women this is a gratifying target of 
achievement to have reached after all the 
growing pains of the first 25 years. 



266 

CHAPTER THIRTY FIVE 

STOCK AND STATION AGENTS 

General 

The first Stock and Station Agents in 
Inglewood appear to be Messrs Vickers and 
Stevens, probably formed about the 1880's. 
This firm's stock yards were where Mowat 
Motors now stands in Matai Street and went 
through to Cutfield Street. I understand that 
at times, Mr. Newton King, New Plymouth, 
also sold stock at these yards. Vickers and 
Stevens' premises in Matai Street consisted 
of a small office and a grain and seed store. 
The Bank of New South Wales also occupied 
part of the building as did also a Cooperage 
(barrel maker), where Mr. Jans, an expert in 

the trade, made butter kegs and boxes. In 
1910 Messrs Matthews and Bennett took over 
the business and in 1911 Mr. Abel Gamlin 
joined the firm which later sold to Newton 
King Ltd. Part of the grain store can still be 
seen - a concrete floor where the horses of 
the firm or clients were housed and fed. 
Messrs Newton King rebuilt the saleyards 
on the Dudley Road near the Mountain Road, 
on taking over the business. In 1944, the 
firms of Newton King and Taranaki Farmers' 
Co-operative Limited, decided to have com­ 
mon saleyards throughout Taranaki, and at 
Inglewood those built by the Farmers' Co-op 
were chosen. 

NEWTON KING LTD. 
The Inglewood branch was instituted in 1916 

through the purchase of the commission and 
merchandise business of Messrs Matthews, 
Gamlin and Company. Mr. H. L. Cutfield 
was the first Manager, and during the 58 years 
of the branch's existence, the business has 
been greatly developed and expanded until 
today, under the management of Mr. I. Sadler, 
it caters for the full range of the Company's 
activities. During the lifetime of the branch 
great changes have taken place in Inglewood 
district. At the inception of the branch the 
district surrounding Inglewood had only more 
or less emerged from the log and stump stage 
after the felling of the bush, and the surround­ 
ing farms were generally regarded as poor, 
wet and cold, and infested with blackberry. 
Today, thanks to better farming, topdressing, 
and spraying the blackberry has largely dis­ 
appeared and the Inglewood district presents 
a scene of productive farms and smiling rural 
prosperity. 
From newspaper advertisements it appears 

that Newton King's first sale at Inglewood 
was held on June 7th, 1881. Here is Mr. 

King's report of the first Inglewood sale: "I 
held my first cattle sale at Inglewood on 
Tuesday last and was well pleased with the 
attendance of farmers, although bidding was 
very slack and very few cattle yarded, but 
the following were sold: 3 big calves - 
£2/5/0, 13 big calves - £1/19/0, 1 cow 
£5/5/0, 1 filly - £13. A lot of trees from Mr. 
Mitchinson's were sold but realised poor 
prices." 
One of the first supporters of the Ingle­ 

wood saleyards was Mr. W. D. Thomson, who 
was a big dealer in those days. In the posses­ 
sion of his nephew, Don, is an old sales 
account from one of the earliest Inglewood 
Sales. 

NEWTON KING LIMITED 

Year ended June, 1973. 
SALES OF STOCK 

Cattle: 
10847 
Sheep: 
9305 

$823,573.00 

$80,561.00 
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Pigs: 
1481 

Sundries: 
$13,597.00 

$43,241.00 

$960,972.00 

It is interesting to note that the present 

Motor Garage was built in 1919 on the sec­ 
tion where the Church of England stood. Mr. 
Newton King paid for the moving of the 
Church to enable the garage to be built. Mr. 
A. E. Surrey was the contractor. 

About 1961 the retail shop in front was 
rebuilt and doubled in size and a far wider 
range of articles was offered for sale. 

FARMERS CO-OPERATIVE ORGANISATION 
The Farmers Co-operative Organisation Street where Noble King had a small cabinet 

was formed in Hawera in 1914 and set up a making shop. This little shop of Noble 
branch in Inglewood in 1918. They bought King's was moved over close to Winfield's 
my grandfather's (Mr. Murdoch MacKay) grocery, now Elmes's, to make room. The 
property on the Junction Road adjacent to retail shop has been added to a number of 
the Borough. I well remember the saleyards times and Clough's buildings, previously Me- 
being built, as they were considered very Millan's shoe shop, purchased. About the first 
modern, with all-concrete floor and posts, and Manager would have been Mr. R. M. Hardy. 
Australian hardwood rails and gates. Produce (The retail shop now sells his indigestion 
was sold from a small tin shed at the back remedy'), followed by Claude Twist, and Bill 
of the present shop. In 1924, they built a gen- Silson. Fred Partridge was the firm's first 
eral grocery and hardware shop facing Rata Stock Manager. 

DEVELOPMENT OF INGLEWOOD SALEYARDS 
Unfortunately the records for stock figures 

go back only to 1938. Annual figures are of 
no great significance as these vary from year 
to year, sometimes because of seasonal con­ 
ditions and sometimes because of special 
sales that may give a false figure for that 
year. What is significant however, is the trend 
that has taken place not only in overall num­ 
bers but also in the specific categories of stock 
sold. 
With the improvement in the roads and 

the development of our road transport system 
and increase in individually owned trucks, 
farmers have taken advantage of a weekly 
stock sale for the presentation of their stock 
for sale. This has meant the decline and even 
closure of some country yards, to the extent 
that Inglewood is now recognised as the main 
selling stock centre for North Taranaki. 
When Newton King and the Farmers' amal­ 
gamated their yards at Inglewood in 1944, 
considerable improvements were made to the 
yards and over the years additions were made 
to the pavilion and three years ago greatly 

improved loading facilities were installed. 
From sales figures available, the following 
pattern has evolved an~ it is interes~ing. to 
note that this pattern 1S very much 111 1111e 
with the national trend. 
Dairies: It is only to be expected that where 
the dairy cow is the mainstay of our econ­ 
omy, it would also indicate the strength of 
this selling centre. From the date of our rec­ 
ords, sales figures increased steadily by up to 
60% at 1960, but had since shown a slight 
fluctuation brought about initially by the 
switch to sheep then to dairy beef. 
Sheep: Strangely enough sheep sales have 
been reasonably strong and increased steadily 
by 40% to the 1960's, as the national trend 
was for more sheep. At those times additional 
temporary space was necessary for the Annual 
Ewe Fair. With more stock being fattened, 
and the decline in sheep numbers generally, 
hence the decline in the sales figures until 
they are now marginally lower than the pre­ 
war figures. 

Taranaki Archives @ www.newplymouth.info 


