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son. When he gave up his position he had
made 89 ascents without injury to any mem-
ber of his parties. As the seasons lasted from
only 20th December to 31st March, or later
according to the weather, his record of ascents
was remarkable. And as a caretaker he was
firm yet cheerful and helpful, even when, as
often happened, seventy people spent the
night in the house and the floors were packed
with sleepers.

There were other occasions when Peters’
patience was tested. As guide to a woman, he
was dismayed when she insisted on taking her
puppy to the summit. Tts feet grew sore on
the scoria and Peters had to carry it in his
knapsack to the top and down again. For
this he received his usual guiding fee of 7/6,
which, in his own words “was a considerable
amount in those days”. On another occasion
h_e counted 46 people at the summit at one
time.

: After 1898 Peters did not lose his interest
in Egmont. His home at Kaimiro was a stop-
ping place for parties bound for or returning
from the mountain. Many have told of the
interest he took in young climbers. In all the
depth of her shock and grief, the widow of
Art}}ur Ambury, leaving the mountain on a
tragic day in 1918, remembers how the
“Grand Old Man” of Egmont waited at the
radius line and sought to comfort her and
to pay his tribute to the younger man who
had shared his own affection for the heights.

DUDLEY ROAD

In most country districts the centre of the
community is the school and Dudley was no
exception. The school was established in 1893
and was under the control of Inglewood until
1899 when the first householders meeting
was held and about twenty were present. The
following were elected, Messrs Bridgeman,
Codd, Douch, Egarr, Hodges, J. C. Surrey
and R. G. Surrey. Mr. J. E. Surrey was elect-
ed Chairman on the motion of Messrs Hodges
and Douch,

The Education Board notified that £3/4/8

In May 1929 district settlers and N
Plymouth and Inglewood people gathered i
honour the “Father of Kaimiro” on his 771
birthday and to present him with an illumi
ated address with 75 signatures. Present wil
one, who as a boy, had been a passenger i
Peters’ ship.

The Danish sailor who had made Egmo
the beacon of his life died on 9th May 1941
aged 90. His had been a full and happy lil§
under the genial shadow of his mountain,

PRESENTATION
TO
HARRY PETERS ESQUIRE
AGED 77
KAIMIRO 29th SEPTEMBER, 1929,

We, the undersigned, your shipmates, felloy
settlers and old friends, on the occasion
your birthday, and the jubilee of your resicd
ence as a settler among us, wish to place i
record our deep appreciation of your man
sterling qualities and also your varied an
valuable services to the district viz.; W
Chairman of the First Moa Road Board, you
activities in connection with the Mangor
Dairy Co., the New Plymouth Hospital am
Charitable Aid Board, Postmaster at Kaimir
for twenty years, etc. While wishing you man!
happy returns of the day, it is also our ear
est and heartfelt wish that you may be spare
among us for many years to come, and
you will continue to enjoy the best of healll
and happiness. '

had been placed to the Committee’s credit #
capitation allowance for the quarter. It wa
reported that the roll stood at 28 boys au
19 girls with an average attendance of 2,
boys and 16 girls. Apparently Brown’s (ral
line on its way across to Kaimiro and
Waiwakaiho, passed nearby, for he appli
for permission to use the paddock for timh
and this was granted at a price of ten shillis
per month. -

Some of the old-time farmers on the Dud
and Bedford Roads were: Hodges, Burrow
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Douch, Egarr, Bridgeman, B. and H. Codd,
It GG, and I. C. Surrey, Perretts, Goble, Dar-
nell, Riggall, Broadmore, Brereton, Todd,
lohnston, and further down Alleman and
Kennedy.

On July 6th, 1908, tenders were called for
sumping a further three acres of school
grounds. Card evenings and other entertain-
ment were frequently held in the shelter shed
and about 1909 a new school was built. The
(ommunity raised money with evenings and
alded to the first school to make a school
lill. A card club, musical society and dance
committee were formed, and the hall became
i real social centre. In 1958 a school residence

NORFOLK

It requires a wrench of the imagination to
{uke ourselves back to the 1870’s when the
Mountain Road was only a muddy track
{lirough dense forest, when Durham, Norfolk,
ltugby and John’s roads were little more than
[ines in the surveyor’s note-book, when every
ilver was a dangerous hazard, and every tree
i luture removal job.

In 1874, five years before our school was
hiuilt, W. H. Skinner, the surveyor, described
(his district as “covered with dense bush and
undergrowth, and in parts waterlogged from
(he continuous rain.” The conditions in winter
were hard and difficult. There was no escape
{tom the moisture of the Moa Block. It was
4 decidedly damp locality in its forest clad
duy, being subject to almost continuous rain
and mud.

In 1878 the Taranaki Education Board ask-
ul for tenders for the erection of a school and
{encher’s residence as they were pleased to
cull it. They accepted the lowest tender, as
usually happens, that of Mr. Snell, for £485.
The “residence”, though it was good for its
duy, must have earned a few less high-falutin’
numes from Headmasters’ wives who had to
cope with its inadequacies through the years.

It all looked good on paper, a school built
o an education reserve to the Education
loard — a small shed in an unstumped,
log-covered clearing in dense forest to the
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BN TErET

was built which ensured the continuance of
the school, and after petitions, a new school
was built in 1960. At a public meeting held
on Tuesday 20th March 1962, letters were
read from the Education Board and the
Minister of Internal Affairs, that the old
school and hall were to be the property of
the district plus a grant of £200 towards
moving the hall and school. This was achieved
and the two combined and relined, renovated,
repainted, at a cost of about £300, made a
good convenient hall. Rents were fixed at 5/-
for table tennis, 15/- for card evenings, and
25/- for dances and wedding receptions, with
5/- for crockery and 5/- for heater.

COMMUNITY

settlers. And of course, the same mixture as
before, mud everywhere.

When all was ready, they advertised for a
“male teacher” and appointed Mr. Oldfield
on three months’ probation. He opened his
little school on September 1st, 1879, with a
roll of 47 pupils, had an average daily at-
tendance of 31, and got £125/10/- a year. His
last act as far as we are concerned was to
write to the Education Board in December
1879, asking that the lower windows of the
school house be frosted. Were the children too
quizzy? .

In 1880 the Board did a switch, Mr. Old-
field went to Wortley Road and Mr. Donnelly,
from Wortley Road, came to Norfolk. The
Inspector’s report for this year says, as an
interesting item, not especially of Norfolk,
that torn school books should be lent to
children of small incomes for home lessons,
that the attendance of the Norfolk Road
School is good, that the spouting round the
teacher’s residence is badly put and useless,
that the paint on the building is of an inferior
quality, that the back doors of the teacher’s
residence are warped.

A Narrow Escape

The following is an extract from the re-
port of the Inspector of Schools, 1898.






