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son. When he gave up his position he had 
made 89 ascents without injury to any mem 
ber of his parties. As the seasons lasted from 
only 20th December to 31st March, or later 
according to the weather, his record of ascents 
was remarkable. And as a caretaker he was 
firm yet cheerful and helpful, even when, as 
often happened, seventy people spent the 
night in the house and the floors were packed 
with sleepers. 

There were other occasions when Peters' 
patience was tested. As guide to a woman, he 
was dismayed when she insisted on taking her 
puppy to the summit. Its feet grew sore on 
the scoria and Peters had to carry it in his 
knapsack to the top and down again. For 
this he received his usual guiding fee of 7/6, 
which, in his own words "was a considerable 
amount in those days". On another occasion 
he counted 46 people at the summit at one 
time. 
After 1898 Peters did not lose his interest 

in Egmont. His home at Kaimiro was a stop 
ping place for parties bound for or returning 
from the mountain. Many have told of the 
interest he took in young climbers. In all the 
depth of her shock and grief, the widow of 
Arthur Ambury, leaving the mountain on a 
tragic da y in ]918, remembers how the 
"Grand Old Man" of Egmont waited at the 
radius line and sought to comfort her and 
to pay his tribute to the younger man who 
had shared his own affection for the heights. 

In May 1929 district settlers and N\'w 
Plymouth and Inglewood people gathered III 
honour the "Father of Kaimiro" on his 771h 
birthday and to present him with an illumin 
ated address with 75 signatures. Present WI! 
one, who as a boy, had been a passenger ill 
Peters' ship. 
The Danish sailor who had made Egl11 on I 

the beacon of his life died on 9th May 194 I. 
aged 90. His had been a full and happy Iii 
under the genial shadow of his mountain. 

PRESENTATION 
TO 

HARRY PETERS ESQUIRE 
AGED 77 

KAIMIRO 29th SEPTEMBER, 1929. 
We, the undersigned, your shipmates, fellow 

settlers and old friends, on the occasion Ilr 

your birthday, and the jubilee of your rcsk! 
ence as a settler among us, wish to plac 1111 
record our deep appreciation of your mauv 
sterling qualities and also your varied alld 
valuable services to the district viz.: II 
Chairman of the First Moa Road Board, YOIII 
activities in connection with the Mangold 
Dairy Co., the New Plymouth Hospital a lUI 
Charitable Aid Board, Postmaster at Kaimirn 
for twenty years, etc. While wishing you muuv 
happy returns of the day, it is also our curu 
est and heartfelt wish that you may be span'd 
among us for many years to come, and Ihlll 
you will continue to enjoy the best of health, 
and happiness. 

DUDLEY ROAD 

In most country districts the centre of the 
community is the school and Dudley was no 
exception. The school was established in 1893 
and was under the control of Inglewood until 
1899 when the first householders meeting 
was held and about twenty were present. The 
following were elected, Messrs Bridgeman, 
Codd, Douch, Egarr, Hodges, J. C. Surrey 
and R. G. Surrey. Mr. J. E. Surrey was elect 
ed Chairman on the motion of Messrs Hodges 
and Douch. 
The Education Board notified that £3/4/8 

had been placed to the Committee's credit II 
capitation allowance for the quarter. ] l WI! 
reported that the roll stood at 28 boys ruul 
19 girls with an average attendance of . I 
boys and 16 girls. Apparently Brown's 11"11111 
line on its way across to Kaimiro and lit 
Waiwakaiho, passed nearby, for he appiiu] 
for permission to use the paddock for tillllill 
and this was granted at a price of ten shillin 
per month. 

Some of the old-time farmers on the Dudl 
and Bedford Roads were: Hodges, Burrow 
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111111 -h, Egarr, Bridgeman, B. and H. Codd, 
I !. and I. C. Surrey, Perretts, Goble, Dar 
", II, Riggall, Broadmore, Brereton, Todd, 
1,lIllIslon, and further down Alleman and 

11'1111 dy. 
()II July 6th, 1908, tenders were called for 

1111111 ing a further three acres of school 
1'1' iunds. Card evenings and other entertain- 
111('111 were frequently held in the shelter shed 
Ilid about 1909 a new school was built. The 

, 11111111 unity raised money with evenings and 
Itld·d to the first school to make a school 

110111. A card club, musical society and dance 
, uurnittee were formed, and the hall became 
I Inti social centre. In 1958 a school residence 

was built which ensured the continuance of 
the school, and after petitions, a new school 
was built in 1960. At a public meeting held 
on Tuesday 20th March 1962, letters were 
read from the Education Board and the 
Minister of Internal Affairs, that the old 
school and hall were to be the property of 
the district plus a grant of £200 towards 
moving the hall and school. This was achieved 
and the two combined and relined, renovated, 
repainted, at a cost of about £300, made a 
good convenient hall. Rents were fixed at 5/ 
for table tennis, 15/- for card evenings, and 
25/- for dances and wedding receptions, with 
5/- for crockery and 5/- for heater. 

NORFOLK COMMUNITY 

II requires a wrench of the imagination to 
I lie ourselves back to the 1870's when the 
I\llllliltain Road was only a muddy track 
1111 nugh dense forest, when Durham, Norfolk, 
I II) by and John's roads were little more than 
IIII('S in the surveyor's note-book, when every 
I I vi-r was a dangerous hazard, and every tree 
I tuture removal job. 

III 1874, five years before our school was 
lutlll, W. H. Skinner, the surveyor, described 
1111' district as "covered with dense bush and 
IlIld'rgrowth, and in parts waterlogged from 
IIII' ·ontinuous rain." The conditions in winter 
\1'1" hard and difficult. There was no escape 
1111111 the moisture of the Moa Block. It was 
I II .cidedly damp locality in its forest clad 
d I V. being subject to almost continuous rain 
11111 mud. 

111 1878 the Taranaki Education Board ask- 
II I' r tenders for the erection of a school and 
"Ill· Iter's residence as they were pleased to 
,1111 it. They accepted the lowest tender, as 
11 . .ually happens, that of Mr. Snell, for £485. 
l hc "residence", though it was good for its 

01.1 . must have earned a few less high-falutin' 
1111111 . from Headmasters' wives who had to 
, liP' with its inadequacies through the years. 

I I all looked good on paper, a school built 
,"I an education reserve to the Education 
1I1111rd - a small shed in an unstumped, 
I,,}' ·overed clearing in dense forest to the 

Taranaki Archives @ www.neWPlymouth.in~ 

settlers. And of course, the same mixture as 
before, mud everywhere. 
When all was ready, they advertised for a 

"male teacher" and appointed Mr. Oldfield 
on three months' probation. He opened his 
little school on September 1st, 1879, with a 
roll of 47 pupils, had an average daily at 
tendance of 31, and got £125/10/- a year. His 
last act as far as we are concerned was to 
write to the Education Board in December 
1879, asking that the lower windows of the 
school house be frosted. Were the children too 
quizzy? 

In 1880 the Board did a switch; Mr. Old 
field went to Wortley Road and Mr. Donnelly, 
from Wortley Road, carne to Norfolk. The 
Inspector's report for this year says, as an 
interesting item, not especially of Norfolk, 
that torn school books should be lent to 
children of small incomes for home lessons, 
that the attendance of the Norfolk Road 
School is good, that the spouting round the 
teacher's residence is badly put and useless, 
that the paint on the building is of an inferior 
quality, that the back doors of the teacher's 
residence are warped. 

A Narrow Escape 

The following is an extract from the re 
port of the Inspector of Schools, 1898. 
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"In some districts where the trains can be 
used for the free carriage of children, fewer 
schools are established along railway-lines. 
As until quite recently, the present number of 
ordinary trains did not run on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, regular use of the railways could not 
be made, but now greater facilities are offer 
ed. Take for instance Norfolk Road and 
Tariki. The morning train from town arrives 
at Norfolk Road about 9.30 and an evening 
train arrives at Tariki, a little after 4.00 and 
could be used for the return journey. Now, 
if there were no school at Norfolk Road, 
the pupils could be taught at Tariki at a 
diminished cost to the Board. As the school 
is established, the question becomes more 
complicated. At Norfolk Road, the attendance 
is falling off, so that, in time the question 
I have raised, may be considered by the 
Board." 
Fate took a hand however, and the roll 

went up again, so there was no more talk of 
closing the school. In 1936 the consolidation 
of the Derby Road School increased the roll 
and it increased again with the consolidation 
of the Durham Road School in 1947, bringing 
the roll to 107. So that their children wouldn't 
have to grow up "not knowing nothing" 
the early Durham Road settlers met at .r 
Bridgeman's home on April 9th 1898, to dis 
cuss building a school. 
First Committee of Management: T. Hut, 

W. Laurence, W. Corney, O. Druse, J. Simp 
son. 
First School Committee: W. Corney (Chair 

man) J. Simpson, (Secretary) J. Bridgeman, 
W. Laurence, J. Mischewski. 

. . . One committee member was paid 
30/- to build a "wee hoose". 

. . . School cleaners were paid 15/- per 
term. 
At first the school was a fosterchild of the 

Inglewood School as they appointed the first 
teachers - Miss K. Smith (temporary) follow 
ed by Miss Hodgkinson. 
The deep ruts in the surface of Durham 

Road were a great source of entertainment 
to the children and there was fierce competi- 

tion amongst them for possession of the dt'l'p 
est one. With the improvement in roads IIl1d 
transport, on'May 26th 1947, the consolidu 
tion of Durham Road School with Norfolk 
took place. 
A new classroom was obviously needed, 

and this, the nucleus of the new school, WI 
built in 1948. A further room was added III 

this in 1952. It was in this year too, that II (I 
type Dental Clinic was built in the ground 
Once it was truly in, the parents, (if not Ih 
children) sighed with relief, and left all fu 1'1 hl'l 
dental arrangements in the lap of the God 
Before this time, both parents and children 
had had to spend Il!any hours in travcllin 
and waiting in Inglewood. 

In 1960 the old school left the scene, II 
was bought for removal for £85. In 1961 WI 
find the committee asking for and getting I h 
fuel shed, and new concrete flooring under 
the dressing sheds. In 1966, the fifth IH'W 
room, with toilet block and ancillary ac 'PIlI 
modation, was built, thus completing on' IIr 
the finest primary schools in Taranaki. Out 
side it is furnished with playing areas. 111111 
beautified by trees, both native and English, 
and inside its equipment is staggering. ()II 
contemplating the amenities of this school, 011 
is forced to the conclusion that its succcsslv 
head-teachers, Committees, and Home 111111 
School Associations must have been bless"11 
with vast energy and extra high ideals. 

School Baths: 
In January of 1967, a special meeting IIr 

the Committee was called to consider 1111 
estimates of the new baths. They were est] 
mated to cost £159/14/-. The main pool WII 
to measure 25 metres by 25 feet, and I h 
smaller pool 20 by 25 feet. "We though I W 

would be among the first to go metric" la IIgh 
ed Mr. Harry West, the go-ahead Chairman 
of the committee. 
These baths were a wonderful and amhh 

ious project, and they probably owe Iht'jr 
existence to the then head-master, Mr. Cathru, 
who spent many hours drawing lip pili II , 
specifications and estimates. But baths or I hi 
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"", it was learned, must be built to the plan 
," a registered engineer, and have the approv 
II or the Ministry of Works. 
S to work. During June 1968, the com 

III II c broke up and removed the old baths 
work well supported by parents - says 

I. Cathro's log. Bulldozers, hampered by 
w, I weather, finally finished excavating the 
III baths by July 16th. By August the floor 
"I the pool was completed, and by mid 
',I pi mber all the wall sections had been 
plI'l'abricated on the ground, and left to cure 
1111 three or four weeks. On February 8th 
I'I!)!), they were finished, on the 10th they 
WI rc filled and on the 12th - Splash Down 
1)11 . On March 15th came the official open- 
1111' f "one of the finest pools in Taranaki" 
III Mr. Bracegirdle, the Ward member said. 

sunny day smiled on a good job well 
01,111'. And what did the frolicking children 
I Ill'll that it cost $3,500? - or that Mr. 
II I rry West and his Committee and lots of 
11,ldi; had put in 3000 man hours of volun- 
1111 y work? 

Early Days 

My parents settled away up the Durham 
I 1Ii1 I early in the 1890's, says Miss F. R. 
('l)l'I1ey. The bush had been cleared to' make 
II patch where a four-roomed cottage was 
lurilt. There were no conveniences in those 
tid y~! When the family started coming along, 
1111111 hts turned to scliooling for us, so some 
,II I he young dads got together and worked 
II I ret a school built. The settlers built a 
11111111 which the Education Board took over 
lu tor. The school opened in 1898. To help 
WI,,11 the attendance I was sent off before I 

IV IN five. 
s far as I can remember, there were only 

III 1'1 .cn or fourteen names on the roll to start 
wrl h, then others came who had probably had 
III nttcnd Norfolk. I don't remember who were 
IIINI day pupils besides myself. 

'I'hc country at that time wa~ all standing 
huxh. with just a dirt track for a road, and 
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it depended on the weather, whether it was 
dust or mud. We didn't go out much, as 
there was no way of travelling. Before we 
moved to Norfolk Road, a tram line from 
Brown's Mill beyond Inglewood, was laid 
through the top of the farm where we had 
lived, and crossed the Piakau stream, and 
further on the Maketawa. This route provided 
access to Durham School for children from 
Norfolk Road. The tram rails were made of 
timber, and the trucks were just flat decks 
without sides and drawn by a team of about 
six heavy horses. Bullock teams dragged great 
logs to the head of the tramline, and these 
were loaded on to the trolleys and fastened 
by chains. The bridges over the rivers had 
no sides, and there were gaps between the 
flooring timbers of the bridge. 

When I was about four years old, a fire 
swept through the bush above the house. I 
was not old enough to realise the danger, and 
thought it a great sight. I shouted with excite 
ment as the flames ran up the old dead trees, 
and crackled through the undergrowth. Dad 
went out and watched the doings, he must 
have been a worried man, for if the wind 
had changed we should all have had to 
evacuate. 

The Oil Bore 

Who remembers the oil bore that we had 
in 1908? The derrick was erected in Roger 
Marshall's paddock between Mrs. Dagg's 
house and the river. For a year the bore was 
a flourishing concern; then it suddenly and 
mysteriously folded up. Some say that inter 
ested parties overseas paid the Company to 
close. 

These extracts from the Taranaki Herald, 
January 1908, show that the promoters once 
had great expectations: 

"The drilling at the Inglewood Oil Boring 
and Prospecting Company's bore has been 
carried on under most favourable conditions 
lately. The progress as a consequence has been 
more rapid. The bore is now down a little 


