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CHAPTER FIVE 

GERMAN AND GERMAN-POLISH IMMIGRANTS 

crman emigration law apparently requir­ 
I'd that all recruitment of emigrants had to 
h' done by a German firm. Early in the 
I H70's, probably late in 1871, the N.Z. 
icnt-General made an arrangement with 

M .ssrs Louis Knorr & Co., of Hamburg, 
IIII' them to send out 2,000 emigrants. A 
WII I' or so later the Agent-General arranged 
III take over an uncompleted contract which 
I II, Government of Queensland had with a 
(;.orman Agent, Kirchner. Early in 1874 the 
',. mt-General made a further contract with 

I 11' .hner for 4,000 emigrants. The full num­ 
lu-rs stated in these contracts were not sent 

the total number of German immigrants 
III riving in N.Z. in the 1870's being 3,034. 
l'robably all who came to Inglewood would 
1111 V' been recruited by these two firms. 
c IIJ'i .ial government papers, and materials 
liI,ill in National Archives should give the full 
IIHI complete history but I have not been 
I hi, to study them. 

I'll rties of Germans and German Poles 
III iving in New Zealand included:- 

I "rom the S.S. Reichstag (sailed Hamburg 
Illlh May, 1874) arrived Wellington 6th 

II 1.II~t 1874. By S.S. Taranaki arriving New 
I'lvm uth 6th September 1874, 12 German 
I II11 i 1;0' also 9 Scandinavian families, and 4 
lt.rli.m single men (Taranaki News 
I 1)/1874); per Lammershagen (sailed Ham­ 
IIIII I t April 1875, arrived Wellington 11th 
I lily I S75) 70-80 German Immigrants, arrived 
II N 'W Plymouth on the S.S. Wellington on 
I 11 II .I Lily. Same of these came from districts 
1111 I he Rhine and were skilled in grape grow- 
1111' nnd wine making. (Taranaki Herald, 17th 
lulv, 1875); per Shakespere (sailed Hamburg 
/111 () .tober, 1875) arrived Wellington 24th 
1IIIIIIII'y 1876. A party of 17 Germans arrived 
III Nl'W Plymouth an the Lady Bird on 4th 
1 1IIIIIary 1876. (Taranaki Herald 5th Feb- 

ruary 1876); per Fritz Reuter (Sailed Ham­ 
burg 10th April 1876) arrived Wellington 6th 
August 1876. The N.z. Government at first 
refused to accept responsibility for this ship­ 
load of 500 souls, as Kirchner had despatched 
them after his oontract with the Agent Gen­ 
eral had broken down. The matter was over­ 
come and the immigrants dispersed to various 
parts of N'Z, 52 were sent to Taranaki. This 
must be the voyage referred to by Mr. 
Watenburg but cannot be the voyage of the 
Fritz Reuter referred to by Mr. Fabish or 
the History of the Roman Catholic Church. 
This must be her sailing from Hamburg on 
16th December, 1874, arriving Napier 17th 
March, 1875. Of the movement of some of 
this shipload to Hokitika, and then on to 
Taranaki, I have no information. There were 
also quite a number of other shiploads re­ 
ceived in New Zealand, from which German 
settlers may later have moved to join the 
German community in Taranaki, after living 
for a time elsewhere. 

Continental 
And 

German And Polish Immigration. 
The German immigrants (Poland then be­ 

ing part of the German Empire) were by 
far the largest number to imigrate from the 
Continent. The boats by which they all came 
are difficult to find as numbers arrived at 
other ports and transhipped to Taranaki, and 
probably more than 100 settled around Ingle­ 
wood.' Apparently, through a German firm 
they contacted Dr. Featherston, Government 
Immigration Agent in England, and he ar­ 
ranged their assisted passages. Most of these 
were farm labourers and bought their forest 
land around Inglewood on the deferred­ 
payment system. In the meantime they work­ 
ed on the contract system of roadmaking 
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and bush felling and railway, to gather 
some money while wives and children made 
gardens among the tree stumps. Later, due 
to the economic conditions assisted immigra­ 
tion from the Continent was stopped, but 
according to records, still quite a number 
came into Taranaki, especially Inglewood. 
These were sponsored by relatives who had 
settled here earlier, while others even worked 
their way out through the U.S.A. 
The largest number of continental immi­ 

grants appear to have come out on the Fritz 
Reuter and a smaller number on the Reich 
Stag and the Humbolt. The Humbolts immi­ 
grants included the Olsens, Storrings, Sorren­ 
;ons, Therklesons, Andersons, Schreibers, 
Schraeder, Goller, Jorgensons and Haverbier. 

In an interview with Mr. B. J. Fabish, 
aged 84, who was born on the Tariki Road, 
present address, Standish Street, Inglewood, 
I obtained the following information which 
had been handed down to him by his par­ 
ents. 
The majority of the Polish immigrants 

who settled around Inglewood came from 
the one place. They worked for a land­ 
lord named Vistzer (probably a Count) who 
owned an extensive estate and on this he 
had a large spirit factory or distillery. They 
grew all the grain and potatoes to supply 
this plant, and the refuse was used to feed 
the animals. Mr. Fabish understood the farm 
carried over 1500 sheep, 40 to 50 dairy cows, 
and about 20 draught horses, besides the 
land for cropping. 

The landlord employed from 70 to 80 
families, and Mr. Fabish's father, who was 
40 when he emigrated, had worked there 
all his life and his parents before him. Their 
pay, he understood, was about equivalent to 
4 pence per day, plus a free cottage (if it 
could be called that), plus a ration. Any 
food above the ration had to be bought. 
There was no education and only a very 
few could read or write, having been taught 
by their church. Considerable dissatisfaction 
was gradually building up among all the 
families. 

Mr. Fabish informed me the immigration 
took place in this way. Following the Maori 
Wars, Queen Victoria appealed to her kins­ 
man the Kaiser, for Immigrants for New 
Zealand and was permitted to send an Im­ 
migration Officer to Germany. A firm in 
Hamburg was appointed as the agents. News 
of this filtered through perhaps through the 
Church, and probably someone met a 
representative. Discussions took place in the 
fields and the majority agreed to immigrate 
to the land of "Milk and Honey". The 
Landlord told the Manager to let them go 
as there were plenty of others to take their 
place. He said "The fools didn't know 
where New Zealand was and they would be 
back within a week". The Landlord waited 
for two weeks and as no one came back 
he appealed to the Judge and was told 
that he had let them go, and it was now 
too late. 

Queen Victoria chartered a boat, the Fritz 
Reuter and granted them free passage plus 
£10, whether per family or per person, Mr. 
Fabish was not sure, but he thought, the 
latter. They sailed from Hamburg and arrived 
in 1875 at Hokitika, which owing to the gold 
rush, was then bigger than Wellington. The 
majority soon made their way to Taranaki, 
and thence to Inglewood, most being allotted 
land around Ratapiko. Mr. Fabish thought 
that about 50 of the families employed by 
the one Landlord immigrated, and probably 
comprised such families as Dravitzki, Dod­ 
un ski, Dombroski, Fabish, Bielski, Biesiek, 
Eichstaedt, Jackoboski, Drozdrowski, Kuklin­ 
ski, Poleski, Pukeloski, Potroz, Roguski, Mis­ 
chewski, Schimanski, Schraeder, Schreiber, 
Stachurski, Wisnewski, and Zimmerman. 

CHAMPION AXEMEN 
Mr. R. Watenburg, Waitara, informs me as 

foUows:- During the 1860's and early 1870's 
the Prussian rulers of <that part of Poland 
under their control decided to "Germanize" 
the Poles. Poles had to have their towns, 
streets, districts and even surnames changed. 
Many refused, even when they had their lands 
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l'orfeited and became as slaves. Many migrated 
IS a result, and so some came to N.Z.. The 
,. LIp who came <to Inglewood, came on the 

ship Fritz Reicher arriving in Wellington in 
luly, 1876. There was much confusion and 
I . ral wrangle as this ship arrived without the 
sunction of the Agent General in London, but 
eventually the passengers were allowed to 
I' 'main in N.z., and some 52 were transhipped 
nn the S.S. Taupo to N.P., arriving 16th 
August, 1876. There were 22 married men 
uid women with 9 children, 17 single men 
Inc! 4 single women. The Marsland Hill 
Military Barracks had been converted to an 
nurnigration centre by then, and this became 
their first home in N.Z. The day after their 
II rrival in New Plymouth they tendered for 
work clearing fern and scrub. Soon they had 
work from Ornata to Waitara and up to 
III ) lcwood, then only a clearing in the bush. 

A some of the men obtained work in bush 
\ lcaring, roads, and the railway line, they 
huilt slab huts (and ponga) for their families. 
'I'll .sc were only one-roomed affairs - the 
JIll r nts slept down and the children above 
f hcrn in the "attic" or rafters above the 
IIH)m. The fire places were huge open affairs 
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with enormous chimneys where people could 
sit up two sides of the fire as well as in 
front. (See photo of Ing. in Public Library 
for these tiny huts.) 
Mr. Watenburg's grandfather (August 

Neustroski), his wife, and three children 
(Martha, Jack and Agnes) and another family 
originally shared one of these huts in Eliot 
Street, until the increasing families caused 
another working bee on another hut. Martha 
and Jack attended the original primary school 
in Inglewood about 1877-80, but the original 
roll is lost. Agnes attended between 1883 and 
1887, her father working in a mill in Ingle­ 
wood until enough money was found to move 
on to land they purchased between Waipuku 
and Midhirst for a farm (then dense bush). 

Most of the people in and around Ingle­ 
wood of Polish descent came on the Fritz 
Reicher in 1876 and most started off in the 
same way as Mr. Watenburg's great grand­ 
parents. Groups of these early settlers would 
join together for great chopping and burning 
sessions around Inglewood - in fact some be­ 
came great axemen, Ben and Joe Neustroski 
becoming world champion axemen at Tau­ 
mata Park, Eltham in 1905. 


