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CHAPTER“EIVE

GERMAN AND GERMAN-POLISH IMMIGRANTS

German emigration law apparently requir-
vd that all recruitment of emigrants had to
be done by a German firm, Early in the
I870’s, probably late in 1871, the N.Z
\gent-General made an arrangement with
Messrs Louis Knorr & Co., of Hamburg,
for them to send out 2,000 emigrants., A
vear or so later the Agent-General arranged
(0 take over an uncompleted contract which
the Government of Queensland had with a
Cierman Agent, Kirchner. Early in 1874 the
\pent-General made a further contract with
Icirchner for 4,000 emigrants. The full num-
bers stated in these contracts were not sent

the total number of German immigrants
arriving in N.Z. in the 1870’s being 3,034.
I'robably all who came to Inglewood would
have been recruited by these two firms.
Official government papers, and materials
lield in National Archives should give the full
and complete history but T have not been
nble to study them.

Parties of Germans and German Poles
urriving in New Zealand included:—

I'rom the S.5. Reichstag (sailed Hamburg
[Oth  May, 1874) arrived Wellington 6th
\upust 1874. By S.8. Taranaki arriving New
Plymouth 6th September 1874, 12 German
lamilies also 9 Scandinavian families, and 4
Iltalian  single men — (Taranaki News
1/0/1874); per Lammershagen (sailed Ham-
burg Ist April 1875, arrived Wellington 11th
luly 1875) 70-80 German Immigrants, arrived
il New Plymouth on the S.S. Wellington on
I5th July. Some of these came from districts
ol the Rhine and were skilled in grape grow-
mp and wine making. (Taranaki Herald, 17th
luly, 1875): per Shakespere (sailed Hamburg
/th October, 1875) arrived Wellington 24th
linuary 1876. A party of 17 Germans arrived
i New Plymouth on the Lady Bird on 4th
I'ehruary 1876. (Taranaki Herald 5th Feb-

ruary 1876); per Fritz Reuter (Sailed Ham-
burg 10th April 1876) arrived Wellington 6th
August 1876. The N.Z. Government at first
refused to accept responsibility for this ship-
load of 500 souls, as Kirchner had despatched

‘them after his contract with the Agent Gen-

eral had broken down. The matter was over-
come and the immigrants dispersed to various
parts of N.Z. 52 were sent to Taranaki. This
must be the voyage referred to by Mr.
Watenburg but cannot be the vovage of the
Fritz Reuter referred to by Mr. Fabish or
the History of the Roman Catholic Church.
This must be her sailing from Hamburg on
16th December, 1874, arriving Napier 17th
March, 1875. Of the movement of some of
this shipload to Hokitika, and then on to
Taranaki, I have no information. There were
also quite a number of other shiploads re-
ceived in New Zealand, from which German
settlers may later have moved to join the
German community in Taranaki, after living
for a time eclsewhere.

Continental
And
German And Polish Immigration.

The German immigrants (Poland then be-
ing part of the German Empire) were by
far the largest number to imigrate from the
Continent. The boats by which they all came
are difficult to find as numbers arrived at
other ports and transhipped to Taranaki, and
probably more than 100 settled around Ingle-
wood. Apparently, through a German firm
they contacted Dr. Featherston, Government
Immigration Agent in England, and he ar-
ranged their assisted passages. Most of these
were farm labourers and bought their forest
land around Inglewood on the deferred-
payment system. In the meantime they work-
ed on the contract system of roadmaking






