
Eighth Decade 1945-1955 

This, the post war decade, began with peace in Europe 
already a reality and hopes high for a swift end to war with 
Japan. The Japanese sufferings with the "BOMB" at Hiroshima 
and Ngasaki jolted us into the realisation that we were alive 
in the era of "Atomic Warfare". Peace came just in time for a 
holiday to be granted before the end of term. There was growing 
uneasiness about living in a world where further atomic warfare 
was a possibility as its consequences began to be spelled out to 
the general public. On 6 September the primary school children 
of the district who probably had not worried unduly about things 
like radio-active fanout, celebrated peace with a monster fancy 
dress parade through the town, It proceeded to the Hawera 
School grounds where everyone was entertained with games and 
refreshments. Separate senior and junior Parents' Days featured 
marching competitions, and folk dancing. In spite of heavy rain 
for the senior function, Mr S. M. Pope, committee chairman, 
presented the Form 2 certificates. During the year Miss Pope 
became Mrs Burton and Miss York married Mr Walker. 

There were twelve new teachers at the start of 1946. Mr 
Cowan had been appointed shortly after the war but as he was 
still in the armed forces his senior class was taken by Mr J. H. 
Ward until his arrival. At the biennial Householders' meeting 
were 5 committeemen and only ONE householder, Mr W. A. 
Sheat. Arbour Day was again celebrated by a representative of 
each class, together with Mr Pope of the committee, planting 
macrocarpas along the back fence line. (Looking back over the 
years one cannot fail to notice the continuing pattern of Arbor 
Day plantings and subsequent committee working bees to fell 
the trees and cut up the firewood.) In the third term, the 
teachers attended a welcome at Eltham to Mr C. A. Cumming, the 
new inspector. The daily roll average for the month was 553. 

The condition of the old school was still giving concern. In 
November all the Education Board members had a critical look 
around the school and met with the staff and committee. The 
absolute neccessity for a new school was pointed out to the 
board members but the headmaster wryly confided to his log 
book, "The probable result will be that the school will be 
repainted inside and out and that a new school MAY be built in 
about four years time." 

An N.B.S. broadcasting unit spent some time at the school 
recording songs by the school choir, verse speaking from Form 2 
and a talk on the early days by the headmaster Mr Webster. 

The log bonks of this decade do not record many of the day 
to day details. They mainly concern the arrival and departure of 
teachers which were all too frequent. There were four relieving 
teachers by the end of 1946. During the summer holidays, the 

headmaster became very concerned about the lack of evidence 
that the caretaker had been active. He spoke to' him about it 
and was assured that a man was expected shortly to come and 
scythe the infant school lawns. 

Mr John Lobb began his long association with the school 
when he was appointed an assistant in 1947. The year began with 
two relieving teachers going off to university, one teacher 
catching the mumps and another having to stay home and care 
for her mother who was attacked by an early morning burglar. 
Miss M. Webster was transferred from the hospital class to the 
main school. Mr Rod Syme continued to be a well known visiting 
teacher on agriculture and Boys' and Girls' Club business. 

During 1947, because of the enthusiasm of Mr Webster, the 
Parents' and Wellwishers' Association was revived under the 
name of "Parents Association". The headmaster agreed to act as 
president and Mr Fendall to be secretary and the other twenty­ 
three people at the first meeting found themselves on the com­ 
mittee. Parental support was again a disappointment but the 
enthusiastic few went ahead and planned a Fancy Dress Ball and 
a Gala Day. The £17 left in the "Wellwishers" account was 
augmented by these functions and the school benefited by a 
motor mower, shrubs for the infant school, two sewing machines 
at £13 each, some tumbling mats and later a duplicator and an 
office typewriter. Due to their enthusiasm the popular picnics of 
former years were revived too. Infantile paralysis again forced 
the early closing of schools in December though the staff attend­ 
ed until the 12th. Correspondence lessons were again resorted to 
at the start of 1948 until it was deemed safe to allow children to 
congregate again. Miss Brodie and Mr Campbell conducted art 
refresher courses for the teachers. In May, a pupil of the "Big" 
school contracted infantile paralysis (or polio as it was being 
called), and the "Big school" was closed while the Infants' school 
remained open. 

Mr. Webster took ill and was away most of the middle term, 
Mr Cowan acting in his place. At this time Miss Alberta Mangin 
began her long association with the school. Mr Max Strawbridge 
assistant area organiser for Physical Education began to visit 
the school regularly. Mr Doug Geeves and several pupils were 
excluded from school as polio' contacts. Sports teams paid their 
annual visit to Stratford during the winter. In June the Board 
phoned to say that a Standard 4 pupil Donald Hennessy had 
contracted polio and that the school must remain closed until 
July 7th. The school baths project was held up indefinitely pend­ 
ing duplication of the town water mains. £338.5 was in hand for 
the project. 

CALF JUDGING 
The 1948 results have been recorded and the winners were: 

Rearing: Rita Pitcher (senior), Maurice French (junior). Lead­ 
ing : Janet Pease. Dairy Type: Elizabeth Vernon (senior), Monica 
Jones (junior). The judges were Mr W. Mortlock and Mr P. 
Clements. 
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Mr Bill Sheat (M.P.), former pupil and teacher, addresses the 75th 
Jubilee visitors at the opening ceremony. 

The Children's Fancy Dress Parade 75th Jubilee 1950. 

The Parents' Day saw the success of an appeal to raise £227 
for a movie projector. (It was currently fashionable for schools 
to feel that they really must have a movie projector, and for 
P.T.A.'s to rise to the occasion.) 

Mr P. H. Trim and Mr G. E. Scott retired in 1948 after long 
service on the School committee. 

Mr Webster was ill again during 1949 and Mr Cowan was in 
charge. 

Shortly after the 75th birthday of the school, Mr Webster 
suffered the loss of his wife. 

75th JUBILEE 

The celebrations began with an "Old Time Dance" and a 
window dressing competition which produced many historical 
displays. The Friday afternoon was devoted to a Parade through 
town of the children in fancy dress followed by a function for 
the infant pupils and an evening ball for the older children. 
Meanwhile old pupils were chinwagging over afternoon tea. 

Saturday morning saw a grand procession of decorated 
vehicles led by two bands, which culminated in a "Roll-call" and 
an official welcome at the school by the Jubilee Chairman, Mr 
T. J. Dowdle. Following the luncheon there were sports events 
and band items. 

There was a Grand Old Time Concert on Saturday evening. 
Les Haycock and Mrs Clive Walsh conducted a community sing, 
and past and present pupils contributed items. Eddie Sargent 
sang "Songs at the piano" and Eric Pacey and Mrs Noeline 
Blackman sang solos with Miss Lynette Pacey and Inez Corrigan 
as accompanistes. The Fox family (Louis, Margaret and Olga) 
gave an instrumental trio and Mrs Gower (Joan Tonks) gave a 
1927 vintage recitation, "The Goblins will get you if you don't 
watch out". 

Probably the most appreciated item was a humorous sketch 
entitled, "Miss Ecclesfield's Class (anytime during the first week 
of the 20th Century)". 

Cast: Headmaster, C. A. Strack: Joe Sheat; His wife, Mrs 
Strack: Muriel Broderick (Mrs Winks); Miss Ecclesfield: Dora 
Sheat. Pupils (playing themselves): Doris Swadling, Elsie Hur­ 
rell, Dorothy Clement, Dorothy Bates, Dorothy Corrigan, Jack 
Robertson, Alf Walker, Les Walker, Fred Bone, Alec Corrigan, 
Eric Hunter, Horrie Robinson and Awatapu Teari. It was a 
resounding success. It was all faithfully portrayed . . . the 
inevitable geography lesson, the gifts for the teacher, the Head­ 
master's whistle and smoking cap and his strap in the pocket. 

Past Maori pupils, the school orchestra, the school choir, the 
Technical High School choir, all contributed to a grand evening 
which was arranged by Earl Coxon and Mrs D. Atmore 
(Dorothy Corrigan). 
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